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It would never be appropriate to compare golf course vandalism to terrorism. However, when we
discover car tire ruts on our greens; flagpoles) benches or bal/-washers swimming in our ponds; or
graffiti of any kind on buildings) how exactly do we feel?

Here are some
strategies we can
implement to
prevent vandalism
at our golf courses.

On a recent Tuesday morning, as I drove my golf course I came upon my
8th green, which sits high atop a hill and in plain view of homes bordering the
course. During the night this green had gasoline poured on it, the golf cup
hole filled with fuel and the entire works set on fire! No matter how many
times in our careers this happens, we still have the same feelings of internal
rage, sadness, frustration and a whole list of other unprintable emotions.

This leads to the question of how we can prevent such thoughtless acts
from happening. I have compiled a list of many simple and not-so-simple
potential deterrents so you may leave your facility at the end of the day with-
out vandalism being among your worries.

Lighting
Have your shop facility well-lit all the way around. Where possible, use

motion-detector lights. Most of the newer irrigation system satellites have
switch programs that can turn off or on just like an irrigation sprinkler station.
Take advantage of these options available to you.

Fencing
Is the entire perimeter of your golf course fenced in? If it is not and if it

is possible to do so, by all means fence it in. Some villages may have ordinances
restricting the type of fence you install. An electronic gate is advised for in front
of the main entrance. On the outside frame of shop windows, you can install
galvanized wire-mesh window coverings. Not only will they deter vandals, but
they also deflect golf balls that might otherwise shatter glass.

Video Cameras
Strategically mounted video cameras can do wonders to deter vandals.

Linked to a recorder inside, they will monitor and record all activity and pro-
vide timed and dated material for future reference if needed. You might even
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use dummy cameras plugged into nothing; if the individ-
uals wishing to do harm to your facility see them, they will
often change their minds about destruction.

Security Systems
My shop has a security system that monitors in many

ways. It has contact points on all doors and windows so if
one is broken, the alarm immediately goes off and sends a
loud message that states, "Step away, you have violated secu-
rity, the police are on their way." I also have voice-activated
microphones that are directly linked to the security monitor-
ing center; they record all voice activity. Most importantly,
the signals for my security system are wireless, so phone lines
being cut will not disrupt security service.

The utility vehicle thatls built
as tough as a tractor.

Hard working, dependable and tough: the Kubota RTV900.
• 21.6 HP diesel engine - Designed by Kubota engineers
• Hydrostatic power steering - Handle tight turns with ease
• Variable Hydrostatic Transmission (VHT) - No belts. No maintenance.

No loss of torque .
• Hydraulic wet disc brakes - Smooth braking, even in mud and water
• 4-wheel drive - Power through the roughest terrain
• Ground-hugging suspension - Fully independent front and semi-independent

rear suspension
• 4 different models - General, wor1<site, turf and recreational

Tra~tor IOU9h.j<Ubota smartlMartin mplemenl. nc.
16400 l04th. AV8.

Orland Park, IL 60467
(708) 349-8430

Dogs
There is nothing as simple and sometimes more

effective than a loud barking dog. If you have a dog at
your shop that chases geese during the day and is a light
sleeper at night, what a great combination!

These are just a few potential deterrents; I'm sure
there are more. If just one method or one trick makes the
difference between vandalism, theft or any sort of wrong-
doing, it's worth pursuing. Whatever preventative
maintenance measures are available to you, investigate
them and implement their use. Hopefully your plan will
better safeguard you against vandalism and that gut-
wrenching feeling we get when it occurs. EVERYTHING YOU VALUE ~

www.kubota.com C::!
~

When the Pressure's on ...

WE SHINE!
When you need a powerful pressure washer
that's tough on clean-ups and easy on your
budget, check out the AaLadin 1000 series
washers. Filled with
outstanding standard
features, these units
really put on the pres-
sure and make things
shine! Every AaLadin
unit is built to highest
quality specifications
in the industry. Stop
in today for a com-
plete demonstration.

HIGH PSI LTD.
25 South Park Street, Roselle, IL 60172

(630)893-0777 Fax(630)893-1045

(800) 666-3900

tDNSERV~
75 Years of Quality Service, Products & People

Conserv FS has the tools you t1
need to help you keep the snow and y

ice in control.

Snow shovels, snow fencing, ice chisels,
winter gloves, salt spreaders, and ice melters.

Conserv FS has what you need for snow
removal and control.

.. A Distributor of ~

CETA CERTIFIED

27310 W Case Rd
Wauconda, IL 60084
847.526.0007

7851 W 183rd
Tnley Park, IL60477
708.532.4723

4304 S Beaumont Ave
Kansasville, WI 53139
262.878.2048
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