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Geri and Don Ferreri with daughters
(L to R) Brenda, Bridget and Brittany.

The May Illinois Turfgrass Foundation (ITF) fundraising event will take place at Seven Bridges Golf
Club, hosted by superintendent Don Ferreri. Seven Bridges, a true but fair test of golf, challenges every
player from the first to the eighteenth hole. This Nugent design has water in play on 13 of the 18 holes

and can stretch to over 7,100 yards.

The name of the game at Seven Bridges is service. From the moment you
arrive at the course, through the time your clubs go back in the trunk, you
receive truly first-class treatment. My clubs have always left Seven Bridges in
far better shape than they arrived.

On a surprisingly warm, although wet, March afternoon, Don and Seven
Bridges treated me to a very enjoyable round of golf. My game was incredibly
out-of-tune, but the course and the staff were as friendly and pleasurable to be
around as the reputation that precedes them. Throughout the day it was
remarkable to see how much, after 13 years, Don still enjoys playing his
course.

While the course brought me in at a slick 83, Don and I were able to get
in some questions and answers. Hopefully, this will afford some insight into
the man who has dedicated so much time and energy to our industry.

Brian Baker: How long have you been at Seven Bridges Golf Club?
Don Ferveri: I was hived in 1987 to help with the development and construc-
tion of the golf course. The golf conrse opened on July 2, 1991.

BB: In that time, what do you think has been the biggest change in the
industry?

DEF: No question, the acceptance of alternative spikes. I cannot even imagine
how we tolerated the damage caused by steel spikes.

BB: Any professional mentors?

DEF: All I could ever hope to learn in golf course maintenance was provided by
Art Benson. The man can flat out grow grass. He taught old-school agron-
omy and was very innovative. He provided country club conditions before
most people knew what country club conditions were.

BB: Through your years at Seven Bridges, what has been your proudest
moment as a superintendent?

DF: I think anytime the grounds crew is given recognition for the outstanding
job they perform. I am proud to lead a great team.

No. 17 green, the end of a long par 4.

(continued on page 8)
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BB: How about your proudest
moment as a father?

DEF: My three daughters provide me new
moments almost weekly. Their
maother has done a great job.

BB: As past president of the
MAGCS and current president
of the ITF, how do you envision
the future of those organiza-
tions? First the MAGCS?

DE: I was extremely proud to serve the
Association. The Midwest continues
to be a leader in the industry as a
local chapter; it has more to offer
its members than any other in the
country. The future is only limited
to the imagination of its leaders.

BB: The ITF?

DF: What a fantastic time to be lead-
ing the ITE. We are taking giant
steps forwarvd in our efforts to
provide research funding and
education to the state of Illinois.
The presence of Luke Cella and
the Midwest Golf House is pro-
viding us many vesources and
relationships today that were only
a dream a few shoy t years ago.

BB: Favorite hole at Seven Bridges?

DEF: Number 8, because the first seven
holes are behind me. At this point
in my round it is time to relax.
By the way, they are all good.

BB: What is the best number you
have posted at Seven Bridges?
DE: 82, all the stars were lined up.

BB: I first met you in 1999 when 1
moved into the Chicago area.
Since that tme I have been
amazed by your Cubs trivia. As
an avid Cubs fan, you have more
usable knowledge than anyone I
know. So who played second base
for the Cubs in 1969?

DEF: Glen Beckert, even a Sox fan
might know that. On second
thought probably not, they don’t
remember 1969.

BB: Who played center field in 19742
DEF: Now there is a year Cubs fans are
trying to forget. They were 45

games out of first place. The
answer is Rick Mondny (protector
of the American flag). Ask me a
tounh one.

BB: What was your feeling on the
Steve Bartman situation during
the 2003 Cubs playotfs?

DEF: I am trving to erase it from my
memory, thanks for bringing it
up. I think a taller left fielder
would have canght it. I really
wonder why Kyle Farnsworth was
pitching as though he had been
drinking all day!

The stage is set at Seven Bridges
for May 18th, so get a group
together, buy a few extra golf balls
(or, if you're the type, a telescoping
ball retriever) and come out and

support the ITF. ket

Going by handicap rating, hole no. 7 is the toughest at Seven Bridges.
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(Left) The Seven Bridges grounds

crew is “the reason Seven Bridges

\ continues to be one of the best,”
says Don Ferreri. (Below) No. 9,

looking across the east branch

= of the DuPage River.
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