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Favorite book?

The Confidential Gmdc to Golf Courses. That guy,
Doak . . . what a pistol. He’s full of himself, but he really
set the design industry on fire.

Okay, now for some tougher questions.
Where did you come from?

I was a twinkle in the eye of my owner . .. He loves
golf and when he saw my mother, it was love. He loved
her soft rolling hills, the curves, the swales, the trees . . .
well, you know the rest.

Your owner has an ego, doesn’t he?

Most certainly. He wants so much for me, but I'm
better for it because he didn’t spoil me. He had big ideas for
me but luckily the architect was prudent, and my owner was
smart enough to listen. The architect helped to keep his
ideas in check. My owner was ready to spend money, but it
was decided that I would be better off keeping it simple.

Your owner is a good golfer.

He sure is. He carries a very low handicap. He
wanted me to be big and strong, and hard. He kept talk-
ing about length—*“Make it long, make it hard.” The
architect fought him on that one. My property wasn’t big
enough to handle the length, especially since the ball is
flying farther. Again, it was better that the architect fought
him about that very idea, because I think I'm tough
enough. Not only that, but I ger a lot of golfers here that
may not otherwise play me if I were harder. Everyone
enjoys a challenge . . . but the game is hard enough.

But you are considered a great golf course.

Yes, I am. But I am fun to play. Between the owner,
architect and contractor, they made a lot of changes for
the better during my construction. They call it “value
engineering.” I was lucky like that. They all wanted the
best for me, so when changes were discussed, everyone
had the same goal in mind.

~the better golfers scratch their heads. Not ]ust the chal-

and younger guys, can acc
£'s | ughto"g;t@?gto ¢ pin T
 me its, they can tuck the pins behind ha

lenge makes me great, though; it’s my natural beauty, the
case of walking and my sense of humor.

You have a sense of humor?
This is golf, I’'m a golf course . .
a good sense of humor!

. you’d better have

So your greatness is because you can
cater to any golfer?

I guess so. Who's to say what is great. All I know is
that just about everyone who plays here enjoys it. The
architect talked about placing a premium on the approach
shot. I'm not that long, so the long hitters can still bomb

. but evervone has to hit the proper approach . . . and
from the right position in the fairway.

I’m also attractive, don’t you think? Maybe not beau-
tiful . . . but certainly pleasing to the eve. And I don’t reveal
cvcrytlunb right away. I am not that kind of a golf course.

Tell me about the architect.

He’s good. Not one of the biggest names. He really
worked me over. He kept working the routing plan until
he was satistied with the right “site strategy.” He never
secemed satisfied. He and the contractor worked hard at
trying to make the golf course the best it could be. Then
all of a sudden, I came together.

Does the architect have an ego?

Are you kidding? Of course. But it didn’t get in the
way of making good decisions about my well-being. He
made sure [ had good drainage, thank goodness. He often
talked about shot values and the essence of the site and a
bunch of other stuff. It all sounded corny at first,
but I feel better because of it . . . he knew what I should
look and act like. He was always taking clues from my
topography, my vegetation and my surroundings. He also
kept asking my owner who would be playing,

(continued on page 22)
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An Interview With a Golf Course (continued from page 21)

What's his favorite hole?

He takes a lot of pictures. It’s
kind of weird, but I guess he appreci-
ates me. He likes my par 4s, the short
ones. He says they’re fun.

What else can you tell me?

My superintendent is great. He
nurtured me during grow-in. That’s a
tough time for a golf course. I was
particularly troublesome during my
vouth. I have sand-based greens and
my soils are sandy. That made me
even more temperamental. That
makes it tough to keep enough water
and food on my new turf. That was
hard. But he kept an eye on the con-
struction and I am grateful for his
attention. It’s entirely different now
that I am older. I don’t need as much
nurturing, but I do get sick now and
then, mostly when it gets hot.

What makes him so good?
He keeps me in great shape.

Most superintendents do, but he keeps

me really fit. The owner sometimes

asks to get me green and lush, or what-
ever. But the superintendent likes me
lean . . . he calls it “hard and fast.” He
doesn’t overfeed or overwater me and
I feel better because of it, and T don’t
get sick as much as some of my friends.

Do you have a favorite
time of year?

You would expect me to say
winter when I get to sleep. But actu-
ally, it’s September. That’s when 1
look and feel the best. The nights are
cool and the days are warm. Assum-
ing I get through the summer, I look
and act great in September.

How do you feel now?

Fine, thanks. But I know that
I’ll need some work eventually. Prob-
ably some bunker renovations. It
happens to all of us. Some of my
older neighbors have had two or
three major surgeries already. Some-
times it works, sometimes it doesn’t.
All you can hope for is a good archi-
tect, contractor and owner.

Anything soon?

There’s always something going
on around here. The superintendent
stays busy making sure everything
works. This year I'll have trees
removed that have been causing me
some slight discomfort.

Do you admire any other
golf courses?

Sure do. Shinnecock Hills and
Cypress Point are a couple. They have
a natural elegance to them. They don’t
pretend to be anything but what they
are. There are dozens of others, but
those two really offer the standard.

What do you want to be
remembered for?

I don’t want to pretend to be
anything other than what I am. I like
what I am and want to react to my
environment as naturally and gently
as possible. The game will be better

off for it. | e

Welcome to a Greener World.

PROSOURCE

Premium supplier of:

* Fertilizers * Seed
* Herbicides
* Insecticides

* Fungicides

+ Adjuvants
* Plant Growth Regulators

Scott Adams  630-740-1223

Scott Jacobs  847-275-3141

Al Van Alsburg 815-757-8731

22 AUGUST 2004 On Course




