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Following
The Road To

Rinse Pad Compliance

I became the head superintendent at Sycamore in 1997 and knew build-
ing a rinse pad was something I needed to get done; admittedly, however, I
still dragged my feet. I did not think the law was really being enforced con-
sistently and the money to acquire a structure could be better spent elsewhere
on the golf course. That notion ended in November of 1999 when we

(continued on page 12)

Even though this law has been around for 10 years now, a large per-
centage of golf courses in Illinois do not have both a permit and a
containment structure. Like many of my peers, I knew about this law in the
early '90s but did not pay too much attention to it initially because the lan-
guage was a bit vague at first. The law was geared towards the agriculture
industry and many in the golf industry were unsure if the law was applicable
to them if they filled and washed out in the field. After some question-and-
answer sessions with the Department of Agriculture, and updates to the
compliance act itself, it became clear that all golf courses applying pesticides
were required to follow the law.

The "Lawn Care
Products Applica-
tion and Notice
Act)) is meant
to keep pesticides
and pesticide
residue from
contaminating
the environment
through runoff or
leaching during
the cleaning and
rinsing process.

Golf course superintendents are responsible for many issues when it comes to managing a golf course.
Turf and course management) landscaping) budgeting) crew management) customer and greens
committee relations) and environmental issues highlight our daily duties. Another important respon-
sibility we must deal with is complying with safety and health laws mandated by state and local
agencies. I(eeping up with right-to-know and crew-training laws) maintaining a current spray
license and having up-to-date MSDS sheets available are some examples of these compliance issues.
One very important Illinois compliance law) which has been around for 10 years) is the need for each
golf course to have a pesticide-containment structure and a containment permit. The following is the
process we used at Sycamore Golf Club to comply with this state law.

The law, officially known as the "Lawn Care Products Application and
Notice Act," is regulated by the Illinois Department of Agriculture and
became effective on January 1, 1993. The law states, "No washing or rinsing
of pesticide residues from vehicles, application equipment, mixing equipment,
floors or other items used for the storage, handling, preparation for use, trans-
port, or application of pesticides to lawns shall be performed at a facility
except in designated wash areas in accordance with the requirements of the
law."l The law is meant to keep pesticides and pesticide residue from conta-
minating the environment through runoff or leaching during the cleaning
and rinsing process. One of the main points of the law is that a permit stating
how and where the containment structure will be built must be obtained
before any construction begins. Just having a wash area you believe follows all
the guidelines is not sufficient; you must first have a state permit. Failure to
comply with the law will result in an administration hearing and monetary
fines. Copies of the law and an application for the permit are available from
the Department of Agriculture.
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Following The Hoad To Hinsc Pad Compliance (continued from page 11)

. received a visit from a Department of
Ag state inspector; he was looking for
our rinse pad. The visit's purpose was
not to give out fines, rather to get us
going on the permitting and building
process to comply with the law. We
were given a law and permit-form
packet, and a letter from the state fol-
lowed issuing us a date by which to
respond with a filled-out permit
application. This scenario was not
unique to Sycamore; I know of many
other courses that were visited at the
end of 1999 and during 2000. In any
event, this was what started Sycamore
Golf Course on the wash-pad compli-
ance road.

Those of us who have already
dealt with the permit application know
it is thorough and time-consuming.
Many specific requirements need to be
outlined and met before a wash pad
can be bought or built. The permit
application needs to provide details not
only of the wash pad you want to use,
but where it will be placed in relation-
ship to your maintenance facility. The
location of wells, ponds, rivers, chemi-
cal storage, residential housing and

Those of us who have
already dealt with
the permit applica-
tion know it is
thorough and time-
consuming. Many
specific require-
ments need to be
outlined and met
before a wash pad
can be bought or
built.
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storm grates is among the details the
state needs to know to make sure you
are using pesticides in a safe area. The
water source being used and where it
originates must also be known. A
fixed-air gap hose for filling, and a
recovery system for the wash water,
must also be addressed. We drew many
maps of the area, including distances to
water areas, wells, drains and housing,
and even provided a soil map. The next
step was to provide details on the type
and size of sprayers used at our facility
to determine the size of the rinse pad.
The pad has to be large enough to
hold 120% or more of your largest
spray-tank volume and 1.25 times as
wide and long as your spray vehicle
with booms folded. Several other
requirements must be met as well and
are found on the application.

The next step is to figure out
what type of structure you want to
use, and the options are numerous.
Money and budgets control the
majority of decisions we make, no
matter what type of golf course we
maintain. The simple choice for us
was to budget money to purchase one
of the many prefabricated rinse pad
units available on the market today.
These mobile steel or polyalloy rvc
resin-material rinse pads are conve-
nient and ready to use. Several area
courses have purchased these units
and the state usually issues permits for
them. Just select a size according to
your sprayer capacity and compliance
is achieved. A permit is still required
for these uni ts and should be
obtained prior to purchase. We were
hoping to build a new garage-like
structure with one of these prefab
units at our maintenance shop, until
the process hit a roadblock. Sycamore
Golf Course is located in a flood
plain, thanks to our location near the
east branch of the lovely Kishwaukee
River. Although our maintenance
shop has never flooded, a survey com-
pany came out and showed the lines
determined by the county have our
shop in the flood area. The rules for
construction in a flood plain are very
strict; building any new structures in
our maintenance facility was prohib-
ited. So, after many letters to the state
letting officials know why I was
delayed in sending in my permit
application, we decided to apply for

the permit with our current shop
configuration. I also decided to try to
save some money by building our
own rinse pad out of concrete, which
is perfectly acceptable.

Now that I knew where the pad
was going and what it was going to
be made of, time to start drawing.
We provided detailed handwritten
drawings of the concrete pad. When
custom-building a pad, specifics of
the size and capacity need to be given
so the state can calculate the amount
of water it will hold. We use a 200-
gallon sprayer mounted on the top of
a turf utility vehicle, so our pad had
to hold at least 240 gallons of liquid.
The length and width of our vehicle
with booms folded is 13' x 6', so the
requirements calculated a pad surface
of 16' x 8'. Using a bit of math, it
was determined that a 3.5" curb
around our pad would hold 280 gal-
lons of liquid, more than required by
the state law. A sump area measuring
l' x l' and 8" deep was added to one
corner of the pad, allowing liquid to
be pumped out of the containment
structure. The entire pad would have
a 2% slope towards this corner sump
so the water could quickly be
pumped out using a basic sump
pump. The slab of the rinse pad
would be 4" thick and built around
rebar for strength.

The application must also show
where you intend on transferring this
rinse liquid once it is pumped out of
the structure. A storage tank nearby
may be used, but the law does not
require a tank. I decided to pump the
liquid directly back into our spray
tank for later use or spray out in the
rough of the golf course. Limited
space for a large holding tank was the
reason we decided to pump directly
back into the spray tank. I also made
it known that the pad would be cov-
ered with either a carport-type roof or
just a simple waterproof tarp to keep
rain water out when the pad was not
in use. If a cover is not used, the pad
must hold more than the volume
generated by a 6" /24-hour rain
storm.

The next drawings required had
to show where water supply for filling
and washing was coming from and



where else the water flowed. We have
a well that only services a hose spigot
in our shop area near our rinse pad
location. I first feared that because of
the location of this well, we would not
be able to build a pad within 200 feet
of it as stated in the law. A call down-
state assured me that labeling the well
"nonpotable water" allows for use
near a rinse pad, as long as the water
is only used for filling and washing.
An elevated drawing was provided,
showing where our water came from,
where the flow ended and how the
water well spigot was to be labeled.

The last requirement of the
application was to show how back-
flow prevention from the water
source was to take place. A fixed-air
gap-protection device, or a reduced-
pressure principal backflow valve,
must be added to the end of the hose
being used to fill and wash the
sprayer. We opted to make a "spider"
fixed -air gap attachment for the end
of our 5/8" hose. This is basically a
steel ring that threads onto the end of
the hose that funnels out to a 20"
diameter hoop that will not allow the
hose to enter the spray-tank opening.
Now the tank mix cannot access the
water system, as a 6" gap from the
end of the hose and end of the steel
hoop is required. A drawing showing
this device was added to the packet of
drawings.

We submitted the application
form and drawings with a cover letter
explaining our plans in detail. Now
began the wait to see if we would
obtain our permit or if changes had to
be made. I had heard from other
superintendents that I should expect
to have to clarify several details of the
wash-pad application before a permit
would be presented. I sent in our
application in March 2001 and heard
back two months later. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture was asking us to
elaborate on seven different areas so
they could obtain a better under-
standing in greater detail of our
containment-structure plans and
location. The depth of our well, the
width of the curb around the pad, a
drawing of all connections to a public
water supply within our park bound-
aries, the location of our pesticide
storage area in relation to the pad and
an elevation drawing of the entire

wash-pad structure were required for
further clarification. May is a very
busy time for all of us in the golf
industry, so my additional work on
the permit application was put on
hold until later in the fall; graciously,
the state accommodated my need for
more time. At the end of 2001, all
questions and additional forms were
sent back to the state. In January
2002, I received another letter from
the state asking for a few more points
of clarification, but this time a phone
call would clear up the remaining
confusion. All this taken care of, we
received a lawn -care containment per-
mit in March 2002. Time to build!

The difficult part over, the
construction phase of rinse pad com-
pliance was all that was left. We hired
a local concrete contractor after
obtaining a couple of other bid prices.
The hand drawings I had submitted
to the state were all the contractor
needed to build the rinse pad.
Changes were made during construc-
tion; these changes included making
the curb walls higher towards the rear
of the pad as it sloped towards the
sump area. This way the walls around
the pad would remain level and the
pad would now actually hold more
liquid. Raised hooks were also
included in the rebar construction at
the four corners so that the entire pad
could be lifted and moved with a
small crane when we relocate our
maintenance facility in the future.
The pad curbs were formed and the
rebar placed on a rock bed level with
the ground. We had the pad built on
the ground surface level so it would
be mobile. The outside wall height
increases from 8" to 12" from front to
back. Half-inch negative crusher-run
rock was placed around the pad to
form the ramp needed to drive the
spray tank inside the containment
structure. Mobile wheel ramps 3'
high are placed on the inside of the
entrance curb to allow a smooth drive
into the pad. For now, we are using a
tarp to cover the pad when not in use,
but plans are to build a simple roof on
four posts for protection in the
future. The sump system works well
and water used to wash off the sprayer
and clean the tank is pumped back
into the sprayer and used in the next
load, or taken and sprayed into the

(continued on page 14)
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rough. The entire cost of the concrete
rinse pad was $4,500, which included
labor, concrete, form wood, rebar
and base rock. This was a price much
lower than I had originally budgeted
for, so we were pleased with the
whole project.

The road to rinse pad compli-
ance was long for us because of some
unique situations, some procrastina-
tion and some budget issues. Just
remember that many options are
available for obtaining a legal rinse
pad structure. Remember, too, that
the Department of Agriculture
requires not only the existence of a
chemical-containment structure, but
also an approved permit-application
form before construction or purchas-
ing of a pad may even begin. Even if
you think your situation would not
allow for approval from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, send in a
completed application-the state is
willing to work with any situation and
budget. Moreover, fines will not be

handed out as long as you show an
effort and keep up a correspondence
with the state. Once I looked into
the process, I was surprised at how
simple a pad could be to comply with
the law. Complying with this state law
is another step we as superintendents
can take to help keep the environ-
ment safe and our soil and
groundwater clean from contami-
nants. For that large percentage of us
who have not started the rinse pad
compliance process, call the state
soon and request a permit applica-
tion. Keeping up with environmental
laws and regulations is another neces-
sary and important responsibility
superintendents must incorporate
into their already-busy careers.

~
1 Illinois Department of Agriculture)
Lawn Care Products Application and
Notice Act) 2000) p. 3

Complying with
this state law
is another step we
as superintendents
can take to
help keep the
environment safe
and our soil
and groundwater
clean from
contaminants.
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The Landscaper's Nursery Center
Chicagoland's Largest Selection

of Premium Grade Plant Materials

OVER 800 VARIETIES OF TREES, SHRUBS,
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