Do You Care About the Future?

Chuck Anfield

This is the first in a series of
articles by members of the MAGCS
Environmental Commattee.

# f you care about the future
£ 4 and want to share your love
{  of the outdoors, the GCSAA
and Audubon International (AI)
encourage you to participate in a
program they are cosponsoring

called Adopt-A-School.

This program is an opportuni-
ty to use the unique talents we
possess as golf course superinten-
dents and to share our creativity,
ingenuity, stewardship and teaching
skills to make a positive impact on a
community, school or individual.
The level of personal satistaction
that comes from being a leader in a

mature is absolutely incredible. To
be an environmentalist, vou must be
an activist.

Audubon International will
provide all of the materials, sup-
port and guidance you require.

Here is how you can become
involved.
1. Contact a school or

schools in your area that you think
might be interested in this type of
program; I recommend either
junior high or elementary schools.
Al has a form letter you can send
to the principal of each school you
contact. Schools want to be
involved in programs of this
nature, since this can add a new
dimension to environmental edu-
cation. Some schools have existing
environmental clubs or integrate

school has faculty members who
might be interested in participat-
ing. The key here is to find a
person within the school you can
work with; all it takes is one.

2. After sending the letter,
follow up with a phone call. Send
out the information packet and
introductory video from Al. This
packet explains in detail what the
program is all about.

3. Arrange a visit with the
principal to discuss the program.
Offer to pay the $100 fee or offer
to split the cost. Once a school
invests money in a program, it is
more likely to be involved.

4. Once you have “adopted”
your school, the sky is the limit as
far as what you can do. Some

“hands-on™ environmental program  environmental issues throughout examples include: introducing
and watching children grow and the curriculum. Perhaps the (continued on page 38)
“ For greens and tees, AerWay's new
tow-behind Greens Express penetrates

Aerate 18 greens in 3 hours
without disrupting play

or an average fairway in about 2 hours

6" without cores, and won't disrupt play.
The roller leaves greens instantly
playable. Aerway lets you aerate
whenever you want, for better turf
conditions, and happier golfers.

For fairways and roughs, patented
AerWay Shatter Tines relieve com-
paction 7" and deeper. Recovery is fast: a
mowing pass the opposite direction and
you're ready for play. No complex
machinery. No cores. No PTO. Take a
look at Aerway today.

For the name of your nearest
dealer contact:

Tee Shot Marketing Inc.
800-950-4288

Turf aeration easy enough to do loday

T EETWaY.COT
AsrWay Is manufactured by the Holland Group of companies.
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recycling in the school, natural-
izing school grounds, building a

butterfly garden, taking nature |

walks around the school, con-
structing nature trails and
mounting bird feeders. You can
donate leadership for the projects

and materials from your golf course |

if you so desire. A field trip to
the golf course ties it all together.

The time to introduce this
program is now, when it is early

enough for schools to integrate |

the program into their curricula
for the 1999-2000 school year.
Your involvement in this program
will substantially promote you and
our profession. It can help you
satisfy the requirement for out-
reach and education certification
of your golf course. Consider too
that many of the activities take
place in the fall and winter, which
is our slower season. What a good
reason to get out of the shop!

I think the most important
consideration is that your involve-
ment and effort are investments in
the future. Not only the future of

the great game of golf, but also the |

future of our ability to continue to
enhance and protect the valuable
natural resources of the planet—
indeed, the very things that
compelled us to be involved in golf
course maintenance. If you need
help getting started, just call me at
815-467-1665. Information is also

available through the GCSAA Web |

site [Www.gcsaa.org)] <\l

A New Editor “Tees Off"
(continued from page 20)

and an engaging, exuberant, adven-
turesome little guy who will
undoubtedly get his first golf lessons
from Grandpa next summer!

In closing, 1 have a couple
announcements to make. One is
the initiation of a Letters to the
Editor column, so please—send
me your comments and Obser\’ﬂ‘
tions, whether related to articles
appearing in On Course or hot
industry issues. Remember, this is
your magazine, and it is one of my
goals as editor that the magazine
include as many of your voices as
possible. To that end, on to
announcement number two. Fred
Opperman took tremendous pride
in the quality, and quantity, of
superintendent-written  articles
appearing in On Course. Another
of my goals is to uphold and build
upon that fine tradition. So write
that article you’ve been contem-
plating, and send it in.

I would also encourage you
to give me a call at 847-537-7883
for a brief chat. Call it an informal
survey, but I would love to hear
your thoughts for the future of
On Counrse and any suggestions
you might have. Since I myself am
not a superintendent, such con-
versations will be especially
valuable to me in terms of shed-
ding light on the challenges you
face and the information you
require.

Again, thanks for the oppor-
tunity to serve as editor of your
magazine. I look forward to your
feedback and support.

Sincerely,

Cathy Miles Ralston W
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GOLF DESIGNS. INC.

MARENGO, IL

GOLF COURSE DESIGN,
AND CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

815-923-3400

Michael J. Perkaus
Aquatic Biologist

N

P.O. Box 82

Golf, IL 60029-0082
Phone: 847-724-0646
Fax: 847-724-8212

Email: pqiaticecodacl.cor
Aquatic EcoSystems Management, Inc.

Featuring:
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Golf Course Chemical Storage Buildings
Carlisle Bullding Systems, Inc.
Prefabricated Relocatable Steel Buildings

Secondary spill containment which gxceeds OSHA Codes UL, FM approved.
Heavy-duty locking mechanism for added security
Forklift pockets for ease of relocation

I, Fire

Other Products
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. Constructed of 10 guage slecl Lo provide structural strength
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No Building Permits required

Contact: Larry Sievertsen - (847)426-0164 FAX (847)426-0070
Fluid State Systems, Inc.
35W753 Parsons Rd., W. Dundee, IL. 60118
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