A Clearer Picture

Jeff Leuzinger
Glen View Club
ry3 h, you wanted those
trees removed.” In
some way, shape, or
form, instructions can be misin-
terpreted into mistakes both big
and small. Although it can
become quite humorous after
the fact, the shock period just
following these words can be
jaw-dropping. Conveying my
exact thoughts, ideas, and plans
has been misinterpreted at some
time or another. Now, I have a
tool that began as an interest
and turned into one of my
biggest communicating tools
and assets to the club. I would
like to share with you our suc-
cess in the area of computer
graphic communication, the
benefits, and how easy it is.

The technology of digital
photos has been around for sever-
al years. Snapping a photo with a
special camera and downloading it
into your computer used to be
quite expensive, user-frightening,
and low quality. With the comput-
er market in warp speed, an
average person can now render
high-quality digital photos at a
reasonable price. This has tremen-
dous value on the golf course.

In the fall of 1996, we
invested in a digital camera for the
computer in our office. With
minor upgrades to the existing
hardware, we now produce good
quality “before-and-after” shots
during the planning phase of any
project. These rendered photos
are more effective in conveying
thoughts and ideas than personal
sketches and narrative will ever be.
Not only is this camera good at
previewing a final product, it is
also beneficial to have pictures
documenting the course through-
out the year. The nice part is the
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minimal wait in the development
process. No more forgetting
which pictures are on what roll of
film. It simply involves download-
ing into the computer and
printing the picture which takes
less than two minutes on our
“old” Pentium processor and
color inkjet printer.

View before you do

As an example, I was asked
what it would look like if we
moved our paddle tennis courts

Future view

closer to a practice green and
screened it with arborvitae. The
above was the result

A picture is definitely worth
a thousand words.

More bang for the buck
Another example demon-
strated how trimming the trees
would clear the obstructed view
of a green rather than rebuilding
and relocating the tee on one of
(continued on page 16)
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our par 3s. Because of these two
photos, we ended up spending a
few hundred on tree trimming
rather than thousands on tee
construction to achieve the goal
of enhancing the view to the
green. Also, we were able to uti-
lize additional teeing ground
that had been lost due to the
overgrowth. The savings on this
project alone have more than
paid for this camera equipment
within the first year.

Other applications

Glen View is in the process
of publishing a tree album listing
all memorial and donated trees on
the course. Since we do not have
tags on the trees, only a list on a
few sheets of paper served as the
official record for several years.
Now, all of those trees are stored
in digital photo format in the
computer. This book will be made
so changes and updates can be
made on the computer screen and
easily fit into the existing album.
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Most of the applications thus
far have been tree related. Howev-
er, in a short period of time, we
can produce a before-and-after
shot of virtually any project. I
know we are not the first to use
this method of communication as
I have seen Paul Vermeulen

employ this new technology with
great success in his USGA Turf
Advisory Service reports. The

14th tee, proposed view.

14th tee, present view (fal

research crew at the University of
Illinois use digital photos in a big
way. All of the research reports
and slides were presented digitally
at this year’s NCTE. Going digital
is not only a convenience, it is a
timesaver when preparing and
organizing a presentation, speech,
or document. How valuable is
your time?

(continued on page 18)
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For those who have large
photo libraries, digitizing can be
of tremendous value. Scanning
physical photos onto a CD saves
space in your filing cabinet as well
as protects them from any physical
damage that naturally occurs over
time to photo paper. Basically, the
sky is the limit when it comes to
the applications we can perform
on the computer. Computers do
much more for us now than just
word processing and spreadsheets.
They help us organize and give
speeches, run irrigation systems,
even run our equipment and diag-
nose their problems.

Our system

I consider our system to be
of minimum capacity to be run-
ning this type of application. The
hardware consists of an IBM-
compatible 90 MHz Pentium, 1.2
GB hard drive with 32 MB RAM.
We upgraded drive space and
RAM to accommodate the memo-
ry-hungry graphics. We purchased
a Kodak DC40 digital camera for
around $900 and installed the
provided software onto the exist-
ing computer. Total spent was
around $5,000 with most of this
spent on the new CopyJet color
printer and color scanner. The
printer is able to accept special
photo paper, producing the best
quality picture possible. The scan-
ner allows us to acquire more
images. We can render other pic-
tures besides those taken by the
digital camera. This setup is cer-
tainly not state of the art but is
good enough to produce effective
photos in a reasonable amount of
time. Also, I did not do this on my
own. A consultant investigated
and purchased the hardware and
software and is always nearby
when I have a problem or need
technical support.

Too much money for a toy?
No way! Remember, we saved
nearly $10,000 on the 14th tee
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because of this equipment within
the first year. This new process
enables us to communicate our
ideas easier and more effectively as
well as save money by executing
projects in a more efficient man-
ner. Projects progress much ecasier
when everyone can start with the
end in mind.

Iflcandoiit...

The old adage is true: If I
can do it, so can everyone else. My
computer literacy has always been
average. However, technology has
brought user-friendly applications
to perform operations we never
thought imaginable before. For
younger students, the computer is
second nature. For those of us
learning computers the hard way,

imizing vibration and noise.

performance matched implements.

POWERFUL MOWERS
TREAD SOFTLY

Kubota’s new F60-Series compact and
versatile commercial diesel front mowers

;ﬁ_ﬂi tﬁlgl;,%f softly on lawns
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ol Ve The F60-Series includes
22,25 and 30 HP, 4WD

mowers as well as a 25 HP 2WD model.
Kubota’s E-TVCS diesel engines deliver maximum power while min-

A unique “dual-acting, overrunning 4WD” works in both forward and
reverse speeds and automatically puts you in 2 or 4WD as needed.
Pressure build-up is released by rear tires during turns, giving you
increased efficiency and turning mobility without tearing up the turf.

These commercial mowers are easy to drive and operate and come
with a HST transmission, one-foot forward /reverse pedal, power steer-
ing, easy-to-read instrument panel, hydraulic PTO clutch and a variety of

EQUIPMENT

SERVICES & SALES, INC.

351 W. 162ND.STREET (ROUTE 6) SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473
CALL BRIAN MC GUFFIN FOR INFO / DEMO
708-339-4400

it can be quite intimidating and
frightening. In my early days, I
was terrified to find my document
was deleted because I didn’t save
it before turning off the comput-
er. I eventually learned to hit the
save key quite often. Come to
think of it, the first green I cut
wasn’t very good either, but I
eventually improved. l

deliver superior power and
exceptional mobility while






