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The Rules of Golf and Your
Golf Course Maintenance Staff

David Finney

Head Golf Course Superintendent
Lakeview Resort

Morgantown, West Virginia

Editor’s Note: I first met Dave
Finney in Anaheim at the
editor’s chapter publication sem-
inav. At the time, Dave was the
editor of Three Rivers Green.
We had known of each other for
quite some time since we are both
from Johnstown, Pennsylvania.
He lived next door to close
friends of our family. Every time
I visited our friends, they spoke
of their neighbor’s son who was

a superintendent in West
Virginia. And, likewise, when
Dave came back to visit his
family, our friends spoke of me.
Dave has since given up the edi-
tor’s position and now officiates
at many of the West Virginia
Golf Association tournaments.

re you ever concerned
that the daily mainte-
nance activities of your

staff and crew might alter the out-
come of a friendly match, or per-
haps even aftect the outcome of a
tournament? What happens if one
of your crew rakes a bunker that
has a ball lying in it? What’s the
ruling if your fairway mower runs
over and embeds a ball in play, or
cuts up a ball in play? How do you
respond to the golfers, and how
do the golfers decide the outcome
of a hole or the match if one of
your crew has inadvertently inter-
fered> Armed with the correct
information on the Rules of Golf
and how they are applied to
everyday situations involving your
maintenance crews and their
equipment is something you need
to know.
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I’'ve been a golf course
superintendent for over ten years
and a student of the Rules of Golf
since 1992 when I began studying
the rules in preparation for the
GCSAA certification exam. Since
that ime, I have had the opportu-
nity to attend several PGA/
USGA four-day Rules Workshops
and was successful in passing the

Armed with the
corvect information
on the Rules of Golf

and how they are
applied to everyday
situations involving
your maintenance

crews and their
equipment is

something you
need to know.

PGA/USGA rules exam this past
spring at the Bethesda Workshop.
Although I am not on par with
rules authorities such as Clyde
Luther or Tom Meeks of the
USGA, I have gathered some per-
tinent information on the rules of
golf and how they affect golf
course superintendents, our staffs
and our daily maintenance opera-
tion.

The best piece of informa-
tion I've ever come across is in the
Decisions on the Rules of Golf

book. It is Decision 1-4/1 which
basically states that “Distractions,
are a common occurrence which
players must accept.” This is
great; it is sort of a carte blanche
for our maintenance operations.
What it means is that the noise
from a maintenance vehicle pass-
ing by a group of golfers, the
engine noise from a mower, and
even the noises associated with
construction such as chain saws
are no excuse for a bad shot. Of
course, Decision 1-4/1 doesn’t
give us the right to throw the
courtesy normally shown to
golfers out the window, but it
does say that the noise we make
while working on the golf course
cannot be used as an excuse for
poor play, missed shots or lost
matches.

For the most part, our main-
tenance crews and equipment are
considered to be “Outside
Agencies.” An outside agency is
anything that is not part of the
match, or in stroke play, not part
of the competitor’s side.
Whenever our crew members or
equipment interfere with play of
the ball, Rules 18-1 (Ball at Rest
Moved by Outside Agency) and
19-1 (Ball in Motion Deflected or
Stopped by Outside Agency) will
come into play.

Rule 18-1 simply says if a
ball that is in play and at rest is
moved by a mower, a utility vehi-
cle or even a crew member (any
outside agency), the ball is to be
replaced before the player plays
another stroke; and there is no
penalty to the player.

Rule 19-1 gets a little tricki-
er for the golfer and actually
(continued on page 10)
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introduces an element of luck into
the game. Rule 19-1 says basically
that there is no penalty if a ball in
motion is accidentally deflected or
stopped by an outside agency, and
the ball shall be played as it lies.
This is referred to as “rub of the
green.” The term “rub of the
green” can mean either good luck
or bad luck for the golfer. For

instance, if a ball in motion hits @ccidentally deflected
the mower while your operator is 4

mowing fairways (in bounds) and or stoppe by an

is deflected out of bounds, then .

the ball is out of bounds. The outside agency,
golfer must proceed under Rule

27-1, take the stroke and distance and the ball shall
penalty associated with the ball be P[ﬂj’-‘«’d as it lies.

going out of bounds, and replay
the shot from where the original
ball was last played. On the other
hand, if while mowing fairways
your operator pulls over and is sit-
ting out of bounds waiting for the
players to go through, and a shot
played from in bounds goes out of

Rule 19-1 says
basically that theve
1s no penalty if
a ball in motion is

This is referved to as
“rub of the green.”

bounds, hits the mower and is
deflected back in bounds, the ball
is in bounds and playable.

There are two unique excep-
tions to Rule 19-1, both dealing
with a ball in motion landing in or
on an outside agency. Rule 19-
1(a) basically says that if a ball in
motion after a stroke other than
on the putting green comes to rest
in or on a piece of maintenance
equipment, the ball shall be
dropped through the green (or
placed on the putting green) as
near as possible to the spot where
the ball landed on the piece of
equipment. Rule 19-1(b) says that
if a ball in motion after a stroke on
a putting green is deflected or
stopped by, or comes to rest in or
on a piece of maintenance equip-
ment, the stroke shall be can-
celled, the ball replaced and the
stroke replayed. In either case, if
the ball lands in or on a piece of

(continued on page 12)
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maintenance equipment and the
equipment drives away with the
ball, another ball may be substi-
tuted with no penalty.

In all instances, if the ball in
play is embedded by a piece of
maintenance equipment, the
golfer is permitted to lift, clean
and place the ball without penalty
—Rule 20-3(b) (Lie of Ball
Altered); and if the ball is deemed
to be damaged by a mower or any
other piece of maintenance equip-
ment, another ball may be substi-
tuted—Rule 5-3 (Ball Unfit for
Play).

Rule 25 is the rule dealing
with Abnormal Ground
Conditions (casual water, ground
under repair, certain damage to
the course), and there are a num-
ber of interesting decisions based
on Rule 25 relating to golf course
maintenance. Decision 25/14
defines a “hole made by a green-
keeper” as ground temporarily
dug up in connection with course
maintenance, such as a hole made
in removing turf or a tree stump,
laying pipelines, etc.

Decision 25/15 states than
an aeration hole is not a hole
made by a greenkeeper; therefore,
relief is not granted. However, a
local rule (33-8/32) is suggested
which may be adopted by your
club that does allow a player to
take relief from aeration holes.
Naturally, where there are aeration
holes, there are aeration plugs.
The ruling pertaining to aeration
plugs can be found in Decision
23/12. It states that although
loose soil is not a loose impedi-
ment through the green, aeration
plugs are considered to be “com-
pacted soil,” so they are consid-
ered to be loose impediments
which may be moved away from
the ball before making a shot. Just
don’t move the ball when you
move the plugs or you’ll be
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Is there relief
from a tree stump
under the rules?
Decision 25/8 says
that unless the
stump is marked as
ground under vepair,
o is in the process
of being removed,
there is no relief.
A tree stump is
nothing move than
a short tree,

according to the
USGA.
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assessed a one-stroke penalty
under Rule 18-2(c) (Ball Moved
After Touching Loose
Impediment).

How should ruts made by
tractors be treated under the
rules? Decision 25/16 explains
that a rut made by a tractor is not
a hole made by a greenkeeper.
Deep ruts should be declared as
ground under repair by the com-
mittee; however, shallow indenta-
tion made by greenkeeping equip-
ment is not ground under repair.
A ball in a shallow indentation
would have to be played as it lies.

Is there relief from a tree
stump under the rules? Decision
25/8 says that unless the stump is
marked as ground under repair, or
is in the process of being removed,
there is no relief. A tree stump is
nothing more than a short tree,
according to the USGA.

(continued on page 22)
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1997 Northern Golf Day
Held at Glen View Club

his year’s Northern Golf

Day was held Monday,

September 29, at Glen
View Club, Golf, Illinois. Over
180 turned out to play the beauti-
ful course and to enjoy the superb
food and camaraderie of the day.

“The double shotgun tour-
nament, hosted by Super-
intendent Jeff Leuzinger, was a
great  success, raising over
$10,000 for the turf research fund
of the Illinois Turfgrass Found-
ation,” according to Golf Day
Chairman John Turner.

A Northern Golf Day feature
is awarding of the Dom Grotti
trophy to the golf course superin-

tendent and assistant superinten-
dent who achieve the best com-
bined low net score. The 1997
winners of the Dom Grotti trophy
are Randy Wahler and Javier Vega
of Knollwood Club.
Congratulations to Randy and
Javier who will defend their title at
next year’s Northern Golf Day.

ITEF is grateful for the strong
support of the industry members
who participate in the event as tee,
beverage and brunch sponsors.
We also thank Bruce Schweiger
and Bruce Johnson, the “ITF
Visiting Pros,” who added to the
fun and challenge on a par 3 raffle
event.

Special thanks go out to host
Jeff Leuzinger and the entire staff
of Glen View Club for all their
hard work in preparing for the
event and the gracious hospitality
extended at the outing. It truly
was a wonderful day enjoyed by all
in attendance. ll

Credit: Illinois Turfgrass
Foundation
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Decision 25 /11 explains the
many ramifications of grass clip-
pings. Grass clippings are only
ground under repair if they have
been piled for removal. A player is
entitled to relief if clippings piled
for removal interfere with his
stance or swing. Grass clippings
are, by definition, loose impedi-
ments, whether or not they are
piles for removal, and may be
removed by the player. But again,
don’t move the ball when remov-
ing loose grass clippings, or you
will pick up a penalty stroke under
Rule 18-2(c).

Have your members ever had
to invoke the “leaf rule” in the
fall? Actually, there is no such
thing. However, the Decisions
book does allow the committee to
adopt a local rule to deal with the
scasonal problem of leaves.
Decision 33-8/31 suggests adop-
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tion of a local rule declaring accu-
mulations of leaves through the
green to be Ground Under
Repair, allowing Rule 25-1
(Abnormal Ground Conditions)
to apply.

And finally, what is the ruling
if a member of your staff rakes a
bunker when the player’s ball lies
in it, and the raking improves the
lie of the ball or the line of play?
Decision 13-2 /4 states that if the
staff member raked the bunker on
the instructions, or with the sanc-
tion of the player, the player
would incur a two-stroke or loss-
of-hole penalty. Otherwise, there
would be no penalty. If, however,
in raking the bunker your staff
member accidentally rakes over
the ball, partially burying it, Rule
20-3(b) applies: The original lic of
the ball shall be recreated as near-
ly as possible, and the ball shall be
placed in that lie.

The rules of golf and their
application to our side of the
business can be involved, even a
bit complicated, but always
interesting. If a question ever
arises at your club regarding
your operation and the rules of
the game, the best and closest
source of information on the
rules is your local golf associa-
tion. In our area of the country,
both the West Virginia Golf
Association and the Western
Pennsylvania Golf Association
have knowledgeable, competent
rules people on the staff. You
can also refer your rules ques-
tions directly to the USGA, but
keep in mind that the USGA will
render a decision only to clubs
that conduct their competitions
in accordance with the Rules of
Golf. B





