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have found that there is an

ever-increasing amount of

information available to us
on the Internet. We can find the
specifications about the latest
mowing equipment. We can
read the latest university results
on fungicide test and turf trials.
I have even downloaded the lat-
est irrigation head information
for use in my Network 8000
central. Associations have put
out great web pages to learn
more about them or, in the case
of the GCSAA, get useful infor-
mation from our association. I
know I have not even scratched
the surface on what is available
to us on the “net.” I do feel that
we should all attempt to use this
new tool so the technology
won’t pass us up.

First, you need a computer.
I use a 486 at work and a
Pentium at home. I would not
use anything less than a 486.
You almost have to use Windows
3.0 or Windows 95. You can use
a Macintosh, but I have no idea
how they work. You should have
at least 6 to 8 MB of RAM. The
hard drive can be whatever size
you want, but it should have
plenty of room to store or
“cache” the information you
receive from the Internet. I rec-
ommend a minimum of 45 MB
of hard drive. The most impor-
tant item is the modem. I would
not even attempt to get on the
Internet with any modem less
than 14.4 baud. I have noticed

that modems with speeds of

28.8 and 33.6 are available at
reasonable costs.

Just a note on saving
money with modems. If you can
turn a screwdriver and read
instructions, then buy an inter-
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nal modem vs. an external. With
an internal modem you will get
just the PC board and the install
disk. The board just snaps into
an open expansion slot in the
back of your PC. If you are run-
ning Windows 95 and purchase
a modem that has Plug N Play
capabilities, then the installation
is almost foolproof. If you are
nervous about opening the case
to your computer, then an exter-
nal modem is for you; but you
will pay, in some cases, almost
double than an internal.

Now you need the Internet
provider. There are many
providers around. I use the IBM
Internet connection. They are
competitive with their pricing,
and I almost never have a busy
signal. The provider is where
your modem dials up to and
connects with another modem
and then connects to the
Internet. This is where you have
to pay to get on.

(continued on page 26)

I would not
even attempt to
get on the
Internet with
any modem

less than
14.4 baud.
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How to Get on the Internet
(continued from page 24)

Most places charge a flat fee
of $19 for unlimited access. This
means you can be on for an hour
a month or 100 hours a month
but pay the same rate. If you are
on for only four hours a month,
then use a cheaper rate. IBM has
a rate of, I think, $7.50 for four
hours with an hourly charge
after that.

Remember that the call to
your provider is a local call and is
charged as such. It is not a long-
distance call, unless you are call-
ing a long-distance modem con-
nection; in which case, I would
ask your provider for a local
number. When I am at the
course in Schaumburg, I call a
number in Arlington Heights;
and when I am at home in St.
Charles, I call in a number in
Geneva—both local calls. I can
give anyone free software to the
IBM network that can connect
vou to the Internet if you just let
me know. This software has the
provider, modem dialer and
Netscape 2.5 all for free. You pay
for signing up to the provider
the first time you log on.

There is a difference in
using America Online vs. going
directly to the Internet. America
Online has access to the Internet
and e-mail, but it also has many
other features you might want to
try. The difference between
AOL and a direct connection to
the Internet is that AOL has
areas to visit that are only found
on AOL. That in itself is not a
problem. In fact, some of the
sites are very informative and
interesting. The downside is it is
very slow when you connect to
the Internet using AOL as your
provider. The upside is it is free
for the first month, provided
you can get on at all.
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Next you need to get a web
browser. This is the software
that you use to surf the Internet.
There are two browsers that are
the most popular. One is
Netscape, and the other is
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer. [
have used both, but I prefer
Netscape. The browser is where
you type in the URL of the site
vou wish to visit. The URL is
the the address of
the site. It also is where your
Internet address is stored and
where you can bookmark your
favorite sites or store the e-mail
address of friends and business
sites. The browser is like any
other piece of software. The
more you use it, the more you
get to know its features and
what you like to use and what
you can ignore.

Next month, I will explain
e-mail and Internet search
engines.

The browser is
like any other
piece of software.
The more you
use 1t,
the more you
get to know

its features . . .
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