
N ear the end of August, the
temperature finally started to cool
down, and I started to seed the
stress spots in the fairways in an
attempt to get the course back to
acceptable playing conditions as
soon as possible. Our target date
was September 23, when we were
hosting the three-day Big Ten Girls
Invitational Golf Tournament. The
tournament was a big success, and
the girls loved the course, and most
played very well. The seeding that I
had done earlier had filled in most
of the dead spots that had occurred
in the fairways.

A total of 350 pounds of
bent grass seed was applied to the
fairways, including a small
amount applied to thin spots on
greens and tees. Only 100 pounds
of bluegrass was seeded, and this
was slit into the intermediate cut
of rough bordering the fairways,
which was damaged by summer
patch. The rest of the bluegrass in
the rough came through the sum-
mer in pretty good shape, except
for some crabgrass patches here
and there. I felt that the key to my
success in overseeding was that I
applied the seed before Labor
Day. All that was needed was a
good rain which didn't come until
Octo ber, so the new seeding had
to be watered by means of the irri-
gation system. The new seeding
was fertilized with a high phos-
phorous fertilizer, which I felt was
important for the development of
the new grass plants.

(continued on page 24)

because I felt that the sprays were
ineffective, and I would rather
spend money on an improved
variety of seed at this point than
spray fungicides that were not
doing the job.

What have I learned from
the turf grass damage I had last
summer? First of all, at the first

On August 19, two members
on my green committee expressed
their concern about the course,
and I decided I would write a let-
ter to the membership explaining
what happened to the course, why
it happened, and what I was going
to do about it. The next day, I had
my letter sent to the members. In
addition, I wrote a nine-point
outline explaining an approach to
repair the damage which would be
started immediately.

successful. We received many
favorable comments from the 42
visiting golf professionals who
played the course. In the mean-
time, the heat and humidity con-
tinued. On August 11, which was
a Friday, at one o'clock in the
afternoon, I could see that I had
lost the battle and there was little
anyone could do, especially on the
fairways to keep the turf from
"going out." Instead of blanket
spraying for disease, we reverted to
spot spraying of known trouble
areas, mainly to save money on our
already stressed operating budget.

The 3rd week in August, we
continued to spray greens and
tees, now on a curative basis. I dis-
continued to spray fairways

We keep hearing about the
value of communication, and this
was a good example. Let the
golfers know that you are aware of
the situation, that you did your
best to keep the damage at a mini-
mal level and offer a solution with
a timetable. At a time like this, it is
important to stay positive and not
lose your cool. Mter receiving the
letter I issued, many of our mem-
bers came up and thanked me for
the update. From that point on, I
was getting waves and smiles
instead of stares and frowns from
the members, not all, of course,
but from the overwhelming major-
ity.
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lrMMER TO REMEMBER

ears from now, the sum-
me of 1995 will be one
that will be much dis-

cussed because of the terrible heat
and humidity in the Midwest part
of the United States. It will be
mentioned along with the sum-
mer of 1955 which some of the
"older superintendents" still talk
about.

The problem of high summer
temperatures was compounded by
a wet, cool spring which didn't
allow for the grass plants to devel-
op a good dense root system and
carbohydrate storage in the plant.
As we all know, these factors are
critical to the grass plant to defend
itself from the normal stresses of
summer, i.e., heat, humidity, dis-
ease, traffic, etc. We went from
unfavorable springtime conditions
right into the summer heat, and
later the heat and humidity, and in
some places in the Chicago area,
untimely heavy rainfall.

At Flossmoor Country Club,
starting around the 1st of August,
the turf was under stress but held
up pretty well. Fortunately, we
missed the heavy rains that caused
damage to courses on the North
Side and downstate courses from
Decater to Danville. I kept saying
that if weather conditions don't
change, we are going to start see-
ing turf decline mainly on the fair-
ways. In the meantime, we were
spraying on a preventative basis,
but the spray intervals were
becoming very short. When you
read the label of a fungicide, and it
says that you can expect 14 day
control; it did not happen. All
thoughts about IPM went out the
window. We were in the midst of a
battle!

On August 9, the 30th
Glenwood Pro Am Tournament
was held at our club and was very
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A Summer to Remember
(continued from page 18)

sign of prolonged stress to the
turf grass, I will raise the height of
cut of all grass that is mowed
short, such as greens, tees, and
fairways. Secondly, if high soil
temperatures have caused very
shallow rooting of the turf grass,
then it is time to begin spoon
feeding the turf. A little bit of fer-
tilizer applied more often to the
plant in the upper root zone,
where it is available, makes sense.
Reducing mowing frequency and
avoiding mowing the clean-up lap
on stressed greens helps to reduce
damage on the edges of greens.

Also, monitor turf closely
and do not over water, especially if
the air temperature and the
humidity is high. Syringing turf to
cool it down on hot days can be
effective as long as the leaves do
not stay wet for a long period of
time. Lastly, start a good preven-
tative spray program and apply at

the higher labeled rates. Reduce
spray intervals, if necessary.

Why did some courses come
through the summer better than
others? After talking to many
superintendents about their
courses, I will attempt to make
some conclusions. Courses with
the least amount of Poa Annua
and newer varieties of bent grass-
es seemed to fair much better.
Drainage was another big factor.
Poorly drained and low-lying wet
areas seemed to have more dam-
age. Air circulation was another
big factor. Tight old courses with
mature trees did not fair as well as
the newer, more wide-open cours-
es where the wind can help dry
the grass leaves. Southern expo-
sures that were at right angles to
the sun during the hottest part of
the day seemed more prone to
damage. Turf favored with north-
ern exposures had less stress
because they had cooler soil tem-
peratures. One thing we have to

remember is that in this part of
the country, we are trying to grow
cool season grasses. It was almost
impossible at times this summer
when the temperatures, for a long
period of time, were more favor-
able for growing warm season
grasses.

One positive side effect of a
stressful summer like we just expe-
rienced is that it points out some
weaknesses, whether it be in our
management practices, golf
course employees, sprinkling sys-
tem, or mowing techniques. Also,
we must take a look at the relia-
bility of some of the products that
we have used this past year. This is
a good time to analyze our opera-
tion and prepare for another sum-
mer like we just had, even though
it is only suppose to happen every
100 years .•

BURDETT'S, INC.

2835 South State Street
) Lower Level

/ Post OffIce Box 283
Lockport, IL 60441-0283

815-740-5656
fax# 815-723-4485

~ m 360 Schaumburg Rd.\J7 Streamwood. IL 60107

(708) 830-7405
FAX (708) 830-9652

CLAUSS
BROTHERS, Inc.
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING

ACCURA1E.
:g:JNOL0 GIE.S

• Precision Tank Tightness Testing; without filling your tanks
• All Upgrades for 1998
• Install Underground Storage Tanks
• Install Aboveground Storage Tanks

Your Complete, Professional, Tank Experts.
Please contact us at:

1-800-773-Tank, (708) 393-1998

Golf Course Chemical Storage Buildings
Carlisle Buildine Systems, Inc.

Prefabricated Relocatable Steel Buildings
Featuring:

Secondary spill containment which exceeds OSHA Codes UL, FM approved.
Heavy-duty locking mechanism for added security
Forklift pockets for ease of relocation
Constructed of 10 guage steel to provide structural strength
Optional ventilation, lighting. temperature control, Fire Suppression Systems
No Building Permits required

Other Products
Sec:ondaIy Contairunent Pallets and Swnpe
Rinsale Collection PBda

Contact: Larry Sievertsen - (847)426.4/64 FAX(847)426-QO.,O

Fluid State Systems, Inc.
35W753 Parsons Rd., W. Dundee, IL 60118
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