Inside the Ropes

A 1996 Masters Tournament
Journal submitted by John Jordan

ohn Jordan is currvently a
senior majoring in
Turfprass Management at
Iowa State University in Ames,
Iowa. He has been named to the
Dean’s List six semesters and was
member of the Iowa State golf team
for two years. John was recognized
as a 1995 GCSAA Scholar and
was recently appointed student rep-
resentative of the GCSAA Edu-
cation Committee. John has
interned at several quality golf
courses including Interlachen in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and most
recently at Awugusta National,
Augusta, Georgia.

Monday, April 8

Four o’clock came awfully
early on this monday morning of
Masters week. Months of hard
work finally began to pay off as
the admission gates opened at 8
a.m. to the general public. Once
inside this majestic compound,
the spectator is easily over-
whelmed by the perfectly mani-
cured turf and the stunning dis-
play of flowering dogwoods,
rhododendrons, and azaleas. Sure
would be nice to have some of
these 10- to 15-foot Japanese
maples up North! Crew morale
was very high as the approximate-
ly eighty-five paid and volunteer
workers headed out to the course
for their morning tasks. My tasks
for the week included mowing the

3rd and 4th greens as well as the
Ist and 2nd greens of the par 3
course. As I walked the fairways
of Amen Corner whipping away
clippings left behind from the 15
fairway mowers, I couldn’t help
but notice the impressive number
of people on the golf course. The
afternoon was spent with back-
pack duty on the second green,
and it was a treat to watch the
greatest golfers in the world hit
shots into this par 5. Evening
green runs were fun, especially in
front of thousands of people tak-
ing your picture while mowing
these famous greens. No cameras
after Wednesday please! Bunker,
flymo, and mowing crews finished
up at dusk, and irrigation checks
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went deep into the night. The
first day ended on the practice tee
where I visited with David Frost
regarding course conditions. If
there were any doubts as to
whether all this work was worth
it, they were answered today. It is
a great honor to be part of this
special event.

Tuesday, April 9

The four o’clock wake-up
call seemed much earlier today.
Crew morale was slightly lower as
many of the crew were feeling the
effects of 15-hour day on
Monday. The grind had started,
but day two was just as exciting as
the first. After completing my
daily tasks, I had the chance to
watch some of the players tour
the course. I was impressed with
Ben Crenshaw’s willingness to
help out Masters rookies Scotty

McCarron and Woody Austin as
they enjoyed a practice round
together. You’d swear Gentle Ben

was Governor of Georgia—fans
just love him! Seve and
Constantino Rocca  provided

some humor on the par 3, 16th
by attempting to skip some
knockdown shots off the pond
onto the green. I shot an entire
roll of film on my favorite player,
Nick Faldo, and was constantly in
awe of the length of Tiger Woods.
Jack Nicklaus played today, and 1
saw the respect many golf fans
have for perhaps the greatest play-
er to ever play the game. After the
course cleared from play, the crew
was hard at work again mowing
everything from tees to greens,
filling divots, fixing ballmarks,
and doing whatever it took to get
the job done. The day ended
about 9 p.m., and anticipation for
another great day had begun.

Wednesday, April 10

Today was the third day of
practice rounds and also signaled
the start of the prestigious par 3
tournament. It was scheduled to
start at 1 p.m., but due to frost, it
was pushed back about an hour. It
is amazing the amount of crystal
they give out at this event! As for
our crew, it was business as usual.
By now, everything had become
fairly routine; and thanks to great
weather, things were running very
smoothly. Most of the morning
crowd followed the threesome of
Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, and
Tiger Woods. Some of our crew
headed to the par 3 tourney to
tend their responsibilities, but
most stayed on the main course to
begin final preparation for the
start of the tournament tomorrow.
[ had to mow the practice putting
green that evening, and it was a
thrill to talk with some of the pros
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as they tried to make final adjust-
ments to their game before the
tournament started. Every last
detail was polished; and at 9 p.m.,
we were released to rest for a few
hours until early the next morning.

Thursday, April 11

After all of the waiting and
preparation, it was finally tourna-
ment time! The players’ attitudes
changed from smiles to serious
business as they were called to the
first tee. The crew had the routine
down by now as we had our quick-
est and most efficient performance
with morning tasks. No doubt
about it, the course was in excel-
lent shape! I watched Greg
Norman play flawless golf en route
to a course record tieing 63 on this
course—give me a break! The
crowd was unbelievable, and work-
ing in front of thousands of people
each day was exciting. I had back-

pack duty on the second green
again and was constantly asked by
gallery members about mowing
heights and stimp readings. Top
secret, of course! Play finished up,
and the crew hit the course late
but still managed to finish all
duties in preparation for Friday’s
second round. Each day was a
challenge for us to look for ways to
improve the course for the week-
end. There is only so much you
can do to a golf course, and it
seemed as though there was noth-
ing left unattended.

Friday, April 12

Mother Nature continued
her good grace as the crew was
treated to another warm and
sunny day. Course prep and main-
tenance went off without a hitch;
however, I could notice that the
long work week was starting to
take its toll on several workers and
volunteers. Earlier in the week,
everyone opted to watch golf dur-

ing any spare minute of free time.
This trend was starting to reverse
itself as workers would try to
catch a nap wherever possible,
including offices, the irrigation
building, and even golf carts. The
meeting room in the maintenance
building was full of guys watching
the tourney on the big screen
rather than live on the course. The
excitement was still there, but the
grueling week was taking its toll
on everyone. No problems as far
as our crew is concerned, and
Greg Norman is starting to look
like the next Masters Champion.
Fosters Lager for everyone!

Saturday, April 13
The tournament cut was
made last night, and many big
names were left off the tee sheet for
weekend play. The golf course was
firming up, and the greens were
becoming quicker each day. Should
make for some interesting golf! By
(continued on page 28)
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the way, in case you were wonder-
ing who cuts the cups each day, the
same guy has been doing it for the
past ten years! Because of the
reduced field, tee times did not
start until 11 a.m. This was consid-
erably later than the 7:45 a.m. start
times of the previous two days. The
crew took extra time on their
morning duties since there was no
major rush. I spoke with Scott
McCarron, a Masters rookie having
a great tourney, as he came off the
second green where I had backpack
duty all afternoon. He was very
impressed and complimentary on
the condition of the course. The
realization of having only one
more day of this magnificent event
was starting to hit home; and
despite the many hours of hard
work, one could not help to feel a
little sad. The excitement level con-
tinued to rise as crowd favorite,
Greg Norman, finished his round
and led by six strokes. My favorite
golfer was next on the leader
board, a seemingly insurmountable

six shots back. It was great seeing
him in contention even though it
looks like Norman’s tournament.
I’'m hoping Faldo can make it
interesting, but Norman is playing
so well that I don’t think anyone
can catch him.

Sunday, April 14

The final day has arrived!
Four months of my life had been
given for this event, and I was
rather sad to see this day arrive.
The crew began to leave through-
out the day as soon as they fin-
ished their morning tasks. Many
of the volunteers had very long
drives ahead of them. It almost
seemed like I was at summer
camp, exchanging addresses and
phone numbers with all the great
people I had met throughout the
week. As play began, the entire
place was buzzing with excite-
ment. I spoke with Nick Faldo’s
caddy, Fanny, and she said she
would give me a ball that Nick
had played with during the final
round! I also had the opportunity
to watch golf with ESPN’s Dan

Patrick and Jim Colbert for some
time on the 2nd hole. Much to
the displeasure of the crowd, it
was a day that witnessed one of
the greatest collapses of a champi-
on in the history of golf. I fol-
lowed Nick and Greg almost the
entire round and was obviously
pleased with the outcome despite
witnessing the struggles of Mr.
Norman. Amongst the thousands
of people, I did finally catch up
with Fanny after the round; and
true to her word, she gave me the
ball Nick rolled in for the victory.
I met her later that evening and
gave her the flag from the 17th
hole that she had requested. The
tournament was finally over; and
after some last minute syringing,
the festivities began—unfortu-
nately no Fosters Lager though!
To many people, the 1996
Masters will be the one Greg
Norman let slip away, but to me it
will always be the Masters that
Nick Faldo won. It’s been one of
the greatest weeks of my life! l
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