Random Thoughts on
Golf Course Design

by Mike Schulz
Mike Schulz Golf Designs

* A golf course designed has to remember that golf is a
game. Golf courses should be designed and built so that they
are fun to play.

#* A well designed golf course is safe, fun, challenging and
beautiful to play and can be maintained within the owner’s
budget.

#* A great golf course design is one that fits the course into
the existing terrain and not one that is imposed upon the land.

* Golf is a game of accuracy not a game of distance. It is
played to a 4Y2 inch diameter hole. Distance is truly over-
rated as a factor in the game of golf. All golfers should have
a legitimate chance to reach each green in regulation with
their best shots. All golf courses, especially public courses,
should be designed with multiple tees so that if the golfer can-
not consistently reach the greens in regulation, he or she
should be able to move up to a shorter tee.

#* Public course golfers deserve the best courses their money
can buy.

* Golf courses must be designed for the regular golfer. A
touring pro may never play the course. (Even if a course hosts
a pro tour ev ent, the pros will only play it for about one week
out of the 52). A golf course should be designed so that
regular golfers will not only play it once a year or once a
lifetime and be beaten down by it, but will come back and
play it every month, every week or every day. Regular, retur-
ning golfers pay the bills, not touring pros.

* [t costs a lot of money to build any golf course, even a
mediocre course. It costs proportionally little more to build
a great golf course. In any case, you have to move dirt. You
might as well move it so the result is a great golf course. That
is where a competent, professional golf course designer comes
into play. The financial return on a great golf course is pro-
portionally much higher than for a mediocre golf course.

* Good drainage is a major factor in a successful course
design. A course that closes down eveyr time it rains is a loser.

* Designers must help grow the game of golf by designing
courses that encourage new golfers, especially women and
juniors. They must have fun and not be discouraged during
their very first round.
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PEERLESS FENCE CO.

3N381 Powis Rd.
Waest Chicago, IL

*Chain-Link Fencing *Driving Range Fencing
*Wood Fencing *Tee Protection Fencing
*Special Gates *Wood & Steel Guard-Rails
*Golf Course Work Our Specialty
708/584-7710 Hal Laman

Golf Course Hemodeling\
And Renovation

(" & Timberline /

DBA Bill Boyd

At Timberline, we look upon each project as an oppor-
= tunity to create, challenge and beautily your existing
golf course layouts so that it will blend in with the sur-
rounding environment and “stand the test of time."

1807 Darien Club Drive, Darien, IL 60561
708/963-9088 T Pager: 708/850-0159
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GOLF DESIGNS. INC.

GOLF COURSE DESIGN.,
AND CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
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One of The Midwest's Largest Fleets
of Rigs & Service Trucks

Complete Sales & Service
* Residential = Agricultural
¢ |ndustrial * Municipal

SERVICE ON
ALL MAKES & MODELS
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Submersible & Jet pumps

ASK ABOUT OUR 5
YEAR CONDITIONAL GUARANTEE

708-879-1700
BATAVIA

708-479-5484
MOKENA

708-553-5111
YORKVILLE




