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A Tribute to the Head Greenkeeper

by Robert Trent Jones, Jr.
Those of us in the golf business know well what GCSAA

means. It stands for the Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America. These are the folks who truly
make the game of golf enjoyable for all of us.

In those olden days when our great game was played
almost exclusively on Scottish seaside links, these peo-
ple, who are now known as Golf Course Superintendents,
were then called "Head Greenkeepers". Not Greens-
keepers, but Greenkeepers. You see the old Scots refer
to the golf course, the entire golf course, as the green.
The Head Greenkeeper was responsible for maintaining
the turf, cutting the greens and tees, and generally, presen-
ting the course for play. Actually much of the mowing in
those days was done by the sheep ... the fertilizing, too!

When irrigation was first used on golf courses, a few
spigots were situated on the links from which long hoses
were extended. With gear powered by water pressure, the
sprinklers would revolve, and these "watering machines"
would actually pull themselves the length of a fairway. It
was later that the "quick coupler" was introduced, but all
of these sprinklers still had to be placed in position by
hand, often in the dead of night.

Many of today's Golf Course Superintendents started as
"the night watering man," placing and moving sprinklers
in the darkness, so as not to disturb play the following day.
When you have the chance, ask one of these "night owls"
about the adventures of night watering and the creatures
which appear after the sun goes down. Reptiles of all
kinds; raccoons, opossums, coyotes, bobcats, and even
mountain lions and bears in some locations, come out to
play and provide entertainment for the lonely watering
man. Amorous teenagers are also encountered from time
to time.

This is all a nostalgic look at our past and a little of the
folklore as we used to know it in the ancient game of golf.
It provides the foundation on which the Golf Course
Superintendent now operates. There is a grand and
glorious history which substantiates the importance of our
hard working people today.

We now have marvelous computerized systems. with
which to irrigate our courses and conserve water as never
before. The superintendent now has remarkable
machinery available to bring golf courses to a standard
of maintenance never before achieved. Where the preser-
vation of the environment is concerned, we now ask the
Golf Course Superintendent to be the moral conscience
of the game.

So let's take the occasion of the GCSAA's recent An-
nual Conference in San Francisco, to say "thank you" to
these wonderful folks who make the game so enjoyable
for all of us. Our business is to design and build golf
courses, and we take pride in the work we produce. But,
our work would never be noticed nor appreciated in the
least without the magical efforts of the old "Head
Greenkeeper". Many thanks and much appreciation for
your enormous contributions to the game and the profes-
sional and efficient way you do your jobs.

Golf is a living game, and it would be a short life in-
deed without you folks!
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