(President’'s Message continued)

This is important to our association and our evolving
image as professionals as we cross the threshold of mov-
ing from a big small association to truly being the big
association of the “Midwest”.

Joel Purpur, President, MAGCS
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Director’s Column

by Brian A. Bossert, CGCS

Well, this is due over to Fred by the end of the day, so
I better get started. | rarely seem to get anything done
sooner than I have to. On the other hand, at this time
of the year we are all so busy that “just doing it”,
regardless of when it gets done, may be as good as it gets.
I have not been around this business as long as some, but
this spring was the wettest and slowest getting started that
I could recall. Personally, as the first week of June ends,
| feel my staff and I are finally catching up and giving our
members at Bryn Mawr a finished product closer to what
we aim for.

This spring, it has been a real challenge for me to keep
priorities straight and attempt to thoroughly complete one
task before moving on to the next. The weather has in-
terrupted so many projects that it seems as though a half
dozen uncompleted tasks strewn out about the course has
been the norm.

In the past six months, being a Board member of the
MAGCS has added to my list of responsibilities. A few
things have really surprised me and here are a few obser-
vations from a rookie Director.

a) This involves a great deal of time! The arrangements
chairman is responsible for several mailings and coor-
dinating the monthly meetings. Sometimes, it's amazing
how long it takes just to connect with someone on the
phone. Being the new guy along with Luke, I am anxious
to help. However, | have reminded myself more than once
to do my real job first and tend to MAGCS affairs after
my obligations to my employer are met.

b) My eyes have been opened to how our Class E
members really foot a great deal of the bill for ... well,
everything. Without their financial support at monthly
meetings, the annual hospitality room and Bull Sheet
advertising, the cost of membership for the superinten-
dent would be enormous. Thank them the next time you
think of it.

c) What a transition time this is for our profession and
OUR association. The MAGCS is on the threshold of great
change and it is exciting to be a part of. I think the
MAGCS offers their members a great return on their in-
vestment and the services promise to be bigger and bet-
ter in the future. I resist change more than most, but rest
assured, all is for the best.

(continued page 6)
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the CALL TODAY!

bruce
company

of Wisconsin, Inc.

(608) 836-7041

Construction Services
to the Golf Industry

Your source for Golf Course Construction,
Reconstruction & Improvement.

You have the Projects, Ideas & Needs.
We have the Experience & Equipment to

Do the job RIGHT the FIRST time!

New Construction
Remodelling

Irrigation New Ponds
Drainage Cart Paths
Feature Shaping Trap Sand Replacement

Established 1953

Pond Cleaning
Pond Lining

2040 Lehigh Avenue
Glenview, IL 60025

Telephone 708.724.8660
Fax 708.724.8659

HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC.

IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

Irrigation Design & Installation

Drainage Systems

Pump Station Work & Consultation

Irrigation Pipe & Supplies




(Director’s Column continued)

d) There are a host of great guys (and gals) in OUR
association. | am probably not alone, but | have not always
made the effort to get to know people past just putting a
name to their face. There are plenty of people who are
willing to share advice and their experience. The monthly
meetings are a real good time, if you participate. | am also
slowly finding out at the Board level that I can learn more
by listening than talking. I am fortunate just to be around
such a sharp group of guys.

In closing, [ want to say what a privilege it is to be direct-
ly involved in an association such as OURS. [ am doing
my part to help and learning a great deal in return. | urge
anyone interested in helping to sign up for committee duty
at the annual meeting at Medinah. The more participa-
tion on your part, the better OUR association becomes.

Annual Charity Gin Tournament

by Paul Voykin

The Annual Charity Gin Tournament was held on Mon-
day, March 27th at Hackney’s famous Restaurant in
Wheeling. The weather was cold and wet, a perfect day
for us to play gin. A record turnout of 45 donars showed
up, some to play and some just brought their checks and
stayed for a super lunch which “Geeg” Masterson, the
owner, always prepares for us. What a great bunch of
generous friends we have in the Midwest! A new high of
$2,500.00 was raised by the gin charity event. Some of
the money donated went to brave little Jake Arden, the
three year old son of Mike Arden who works for his brother
dJerry as assistant and mechanic at Old Orchard Country
Club. Young Jake is a cancer victim and already has lost
a kidney to the terrible disease, which is especially tragic
when it hits children. Say a prayer tonight for courageous
Jake Arden. This is one tough little guy.

A portion of the money went to Rodrigo Sanchez whose
wife passed away suddenly with a massive cerebral hemor-
rhage leaving behind four young children. Rodrigo has
been a vital part of Mike Bavier’s crew for 17 years as
spray technician and assistant mechanic. If you read this
and your heart is touched, please send a check to my of-
fice for $40.00. It’s not too late to help Jake & Rodrigo.

Peter “The Voik” and Johnny “The Bear” did a classy
job of welcoming everyone with their cheer and good
humor. No one complained about the pairing or the rules,
except yours truly who in the first round drew old pay
“Duddles” Smith who promptly proceeded to whip me
with ease. Dudley has a killer instinct when he plays gin.
He doesn’t talk or smile and wears a poker face. The only
utterance by Dudley every 15 minutes was, “Hey Ricky,
bring me another beer ... only one!”

In the end, the final gin round, we all gathered around
the finalists, two skilled participants “Big John” Treichler,
Al Pondale’s assistant and Jim “The Mask” Mascarella,
one of the four very nice members that Mike always brings
to the tournament. (We missed you this year, “Pops” ...
get well!).

“Big John” and “The Mask” went neck and neck to the
very end and then “The Mask” got a slight edge and beat
out “Big John”. Next March I hope we even get a bigger
turnout.

FULLSERVICE

GROUND WATER
SPECIALISTS

SINCE 1956

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.

Well Drilling Contractors / Pump Service
27 W. 021 St. Charles Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188

e Water Well Drilling

® Pump Sales and Service

e Water Well Sealing & Capping
e Complete Waterwell Systems

® Large Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft / Submersible

e Well Rehab & Chlorinations
® Maintenance Programs

® 24 Hour Emergency Service

Authorized Sales and Service for
Leading Pump Manufacturers

WHEATON: (708) 231-6250
ST. CHARLES: (708) 584-6210
BENSENVILLE: (708) 766-1906

“Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows"






