
A USG A Green Section Regional Conference will
be held:

Thursday, March 10, 1994 - 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Meridian Hills Country Club

Indianapolis, Indiana

Thursday, March 24, 1994 - 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Best WesternlSteepleGate Inn

Daven port, Iowa

The program will include varied golf-related topics of interest
to Superintendents, Course Officials, Golf Professionals, etc.
For more information contact:
Jim Sweeney, Manager
North-Central Regional Affairs
858 Celestial Street
Crescent Springs, KY 41017
Phone 606/331-4001
FAJ( 606/331-4005

Jim LathamlBob Vavrek
USGA Green Section
11431 N. Pt. Washington
Mequon, WI 53092
414/241-8742
FAX 414/241-0974

Flowering Shrubs Can Be Forced
Indoors Now

by James Fizzell
This year, spring can come early to your home. How? Just

snip some branches from your flowering shrubs and force them
into bloom. By now many shrubs have flower buds that are
formed and ready to bloom. There has been sufficient cold
weather to break dormancy and all the buds require to burst
open is warmth and moisture.

This procedure is quite simple. Anyone, even apartment
dwellers, can succeed with this project. Start by selecting bran-
ches loaded with flower buds. You can identify the flower buds
because they are more plump and more round than leaf buds.
When cutting, select branches that have curves or bends that
will create interesting blooming arrangements.

Don't worry about slanting cuts or shredded stems. Ordinary
cu ts work fine.

Submerge the branches overnight in a deep pail or tub of
water, or wrap them in a damp cloth and put them in a plastic
bag for a few days. This moistening and soaking loosens the
bud scales and helps them to readily fall away as the flowers
expand.

After moistening operation is completed, stand the bran-
ches in a pail of water in a place where you can control the
temperature. Sixty to 700 is best for the developing flowers.
Although the branches will force at higher temperatures, the
color, size, and keeping quality of the blooms will be reduc-
ed. For this reason, it is also best to keep the branches out of
direct sun.

Generally, plants that normally bloom early are easiest to
force indoors. Also the closer to the natural bloom time you
cut the branches, the faster they will open.

Try some things other than the old stand-bys of forsythia
and pussy willow. Red maple has beautiful, red flowers. Catkins
are flowers too, so try alder, birch, or hazel. Foliage of some
trees is spectacular when forced indoors. Try horse chestnut,
birch or oak.

(continued page 20)
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featuring

- Par-Ex Fertilizer
- Lebanon Fertilizer
-Ou Pont Chemicals
-Chipco Chemicals
-Oaconil - Oacthal
- Bean Sprayers
-Elanco
-PSI Gordon
-All Major Turf Supplies

Quality W Value W Service

1840 E. 172nd St., So. Holland
708-474-3086 815-469-6730

PERSONALIZED AND PROFESSIONAL
LAWN AND TREE CARE SERVICES.

For tree care, hydroseeding, prairie installation or lawn
care go with the professionals. McGinty Bros. Inc.! We're
small enough to provide that personalized service and large
enough to offer all the professional systems knowledgeable
clients insist upon.

3524 Long Grove Road
Long Grove. Illinois 60047
TEL: (708) 438-5161
FAX: (708) 438-1883

HOLLEMBEAK EXCAVATING
Be GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

INC.

MIKE HOLLEMBEAK

708-556-3891
Box 103 GRANART RD.

BIG ROCK. IL 60511

(608) 836-7041
Fax: (608) 831-4236the

bruce
companlJ OF WISCONSIN. INC

LEE BRUCE
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

2830 W. BELTLINE HWY. - P.O. BOX 330
MIDDLETON. WI 53562
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(Flowering Shrubs continued)

The following chart will give you an idea of how long it takes
to coax flowers on branches of trees and shrubs. Start some
every 2 weeks of continous displays until spring.

Shadblow (amelanchier) 1 week
Forsythia 1 week
Red bud 2 weeks
Pussy Willow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 weeks
Privet (from an unpruned bush) 2 weeks
Spicebush 2 weeks
Magnolia 3 weeks
Deutzia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 weeks
Flowering Almond 3 weeks
Honeysuckle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 weeks
Bridal Wreath Spirea 4 weeks
Flowering Almond 4 weeks
Flowering Quince 4 weeks
Lilac 4 weeks
Cherry 4 weeks
Crabapple 4 weeks
Pear 4 weeks
Peach 4 weeks

Snow Time Safety
by Marty Baumann

So, the ground is frozen and all the real golfers are heading
south to play for the winter. You have closed your gates and
put your course to bed. Now you, your assistant and your
mechanic must see if once more you all can survive those long
winter mo~ths locked in your cold, tiny maintenance garage
without killing each other.

Well, if you spend a few minutes right now planning ahead,
the only injury in your garage this winter will probably not
be an accident.

Before using the tools associated with winter maintenance
like grinding, lifting, rebuilding, or painting, have your
mechanic check them out to be sure they still comply with all
original safety standards they came with.

Sit down with everybody in your shop who will be using the
equipment and go over the operation and safety practices. It's
also a good idea to use this time to check out some of the items
you take for granted the rest of the year. Check out your fur-
nace, portable heaters, hot water heaters, air compressor,
hydraulic lift, and all your welding equipment.

Also, I would take the time to go over all the safety pro-
cedures with your reel and bedknife grinding.

Finally, while you are buried in your office doing your
budget and your bids for next year, how about setting up your
safety program. Pick a topic for each month to discuss over
lunch with your men. Order some new safety signs for your
shop. Set up a safety contest for your crew to start in the spring.

Keep in mind that your crew will only take safety as seriously
as you do. If it's a priority in your mind and in your habits,
you will have a crew that works safer, and will have safe work-
ing habits for a lifetime.
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Performance at
the right price

Attachments include:
• Buckets.
• Pallet forks.
• Grapples.
• Backhoes.

• Trenchers.
• Earth drills.
• Tree transplanters.
• Blades.

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462
(708) 349-8430

When It Comes to Tu1Management ...

NOl?DDY KNows
LIKE YOUR

WILBUR.,ELLIS PRo

Mm' 2&1118 flO
NOW AVAILABLEIN

15 GALIDN RETURNABLES

• No Triple Rinsing
• No Container Disposal
• luvironrncntallv Correct

Your one-stop shop for all tur[ management needs. Ask about our

complete line of chemicaL", fertilizers and seed.

Wilbur-Ellis ... dedicated to quality, customer sertJiceand

cm'ironmental stewardship.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Chicago Land 8001747-7400
or Central Illinois 800/892-4033 -;;, " registered or aonnec for wnbur-Enrs Company 1993 WECO
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