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(From June 1972, The Bull Sheet 25th Anniversary)

BULL SHEET, History
by Bob Williams

Norm Johnson conceived the idea of an official
publication for the Midwest GCSA. At the time, he
was the superintendent at La Grange Country Club
and treasurer of the MGCSAA.

The first meetings and the development of the
"Bullsheet" took place in Norm's office at La Grange
and often ran into the late evening hours. Ray Gerber
and Bob Williams were the assistant editors with Paul
Burdett acting as our roving reporter.

The "Bullsheet" was originated in 1947 and the
same printer has been used for these past 25 years.
(in la Grange). The name was suggested by Bob
who had used this title for an Army bulletin he edited
during World War II.

The first issues were one page mimeos with no
advertising. Norm was a good Samaritan and began
sending copies all over the country to many local
chapters and superintendents. The cost of postage
and printing grew rapidly and we finally decided
we needed advertising to help defray costs. At first,
we only allowed 1 inch ads at $5.00 each.

Editors for the past 25 years, in order -
Norman C. Johnson, Donald S. Strand, William

Stupple, Bert Rost, Ted Woehrle, Doug Jabaay, Tom
Burrows, Richard Trevarthan, Roger La Rochelle, Ray
H. Gerber.

Paul Burdett eventually became the unknown
"Mole" with a monthly column concerning personali-
ties and inside information that kept people guessing
for a while as to who the real "Mole" was .

(June 1972)-------------------------
Editorial

This issue, June 1972, represents the "Bull Sheet's"
twenty-fifth anniversary. The idea of having a Mid-
west publication was initiated by the late Norman C.
Johnson, who was Superintendent at La Grange Coun-
try Club at that time. The name "Bull Sheet" is cre-
dited to Bob Williams, superintendent of Bob O'link
Golf Club. Mr. Herb Graffis offered his expert en-
couragement and several individuals contributed news
items. The "Bull Sheet" has gone from one page per
issue, to fourteen pages per issue and has always been
printed by the same company - Ever-Redi, formerly
in La Grange and presently in Brookfield, under the
management and ownership of Mel Durland.

In the early 1950's, it became necessary to accept
advertising because of our expanding costs. I am
happy to say that four of the Bull Sheet's original ad-
vertisers have continued all these years. They are:
Paul E. Burdett, George A. Davis, Roseman Tractor
Equipment Co., and Swift and Co. Initially there were
ten advertisers; today there are twenty-eight. The
Bull Sheet thanks all of you. Your support has made
it possible to continue publication with no increase
in the advertising rate - ever!

(by Ray Gerber, June 1972)

&: Downers Grove, IL
• Business

. Bill Boyd 708-963-9088
. ~- Timberline Home

708-963-4510
Golf Course Remodeling, ExpanSion & Renovation Ponds,

Lakes. Waterways. and Ditche Work.
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U I never want to work
without a TRION™ LIFT again!"

"Before, it was al-
most impossible to
see what I was do-
ing, let alone repair
it. Now everything
is right where I can
see it ... sitting
down!"
"I can save an hour
or more a day on
maintenance time."

EdWard
Head Mechanic, Highland

Hills Municipal C.c.

THE ONLY liFT SPECIFICAllY DESIGNED
FOR GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT
• Several models available to lift all 3- and 4-wheel
golf equipment up to 2,600 Ibs.

PRICED FROM
$3900 to $4750

plus freight

BmlIr
Special Low Pricing on

Vicon Seeder Spreaders!

25% OFF ALL MODELS IN STOCK
The accurate; versatile, reliable spreaders available in

sizes from 400 - 3,600 Ibs.

HUBEI UNCH POWEI EOUIP., INC•
Box 188, Schneider, IN 46376

1-800-553-0552 or (219)552-0552

•
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*7U* P*Uid€H& MeUaq* 
Since everyone is ta lk ing and wr i t i ng about pesti

cides and ecology I also w o u l d l ike to put in my t w o 
cents about this relevant topic, and get a f e w things 
off my chest. Ever since Rachel Carson wro te her elo
quent warn ing about some of the evils wh ich threat
en our env i ronment , pesticides have been under con
stant attack by over-zealous, self-proclaimed ecological 
experts and opportunists. Unfortunately these attacks 
by instant ecologists are threatening many of the im
portant pesticides that w e need to maintain and im
prove our envi ronment. Hasty and restrictive federal 
and state laws banning some of these necessary 
pesticides, w i thou t extensive knowledge and study 
of the p rob lem, can become far more detr imental 
to the wel l -be ing of man than beneficial to nature. 

There is no doubt in my mind that some " h a r d " 
pesticides should be taken of f the market — not be
cause they are pesticides, but because they have 
been proved beyond a shadow of doubt by unbiased 
chemical experts, and scientists to be harmfu l to man
k ind and other lesser animals. In my opin ion the real 
culpr i t lies in the handl ing of pesticide material . For 
the real issue that Rachel Carson was t ry ing to br ing 
out, I bel ieve is: CARELESSNESS by man. Because it 
is a fact, I can state that go l f course superintendents 
have always been extremely careful in their handl ing 
of pesticides. The go l f course superintendent has al
ways been aware of ecology — before Rachel Carson, 
before the " f l owe r ch i ld ren" and Earth Day, before 
instant bandwagon ecologists, and before it became 
a fashionable fad . 

(June 1972) Paul Voyk in , President 

Sunset Ridge is celebrat ing its 50th anniversary by 
be ing host to their f i rst pro tournament. What could 
be a more exci t ing and dramatic b i r thday party. Bruce 
Champton is the defend ing champion of the $150,000 
Western Open wh ich w i l l be played on June 22-25. 

Domenic Grott i is the go l f course superintendent at 
the Sunset Ridge Country Club in Nor thbrook, I l l inois, 
the site of the 1972 Western Open gol f champion
ship. Dom has been the superintendent for the past 
thirty-seven years and has done a magnif icent job. 
A n e w six foot cyclone fence has been instal led 
around the entire club property. I wonder if the club 
erected this fence to keep the unwelcome people 
out or to keep Dominic f r om leaving. 

"The Bull Sheet 
and Ever-Redi Printing" 

by Mrs. Mel Durland 

In 1947 the off ic ial newspaper of the Midwest As
sociation of Golf Course Superintendents was a very 
new project. The litt le store-front pr int shop where 
it was pr in ted was also a very new organizat ion, 
owned and operated by a young marr ied couple w h o 
had lots of ambi t ion, not much to work w i t h , and 
visions of success in their minds. 

"The Bull Sheet" began as a one-sheet mimeo
graphed paper w i t h a d raw ing of a large Bull in 
the upper left hand corner. Mr. Norm Johnson, its 
or iginator w o u l d come into the shop, gather pieces 
of copy together and plead w i t h us to "squeeze" the 
typewr i t ten copy so that he w o u l d not have to delete 
any of the informat ion he wished to present. He was 
such a nice, jol ly man, and to br ibe us to cooperate, 
he w o u l d br ing in delicious sweet rolls and lots of 
funny stories to tel l . We missed him w h e n he moved 
away f rom the area. 

A l i t t le later in the career of both the Ever-Redi 
Print ing Service and "The Bull Sheet", plans were 
underway to pr int the paper instead of mimeograph 
it. Three of the Superintendents one nice spr ing after
noon decided to come in and talk about it. I remem
ber that day very we l l — these rugged look ing out
door men all seemed to c rowd into the door at once 
and I was alone in the shop. I was a very naive young 
woman and my heart jumped into my throat. A l l 
the movies I had ever seen of gangsters and con 
men came into my mind — and I thought our career 
was ended as printers — surely these men were here 
for "p ro tec t ion" money — and w e w o u l d end up w i t h 
a brick in our store w i n d o w . I was so rel ieved w h e n 
they ident i f ied themselves. 

The Golf Course Superintendents were among our 
very first customers in 1947, and they have con
t inued w i t h us through the years. We have had a 
very happy relat ionship w i th each other. Ever-Redi 
Print ing appreciates them, and has found much pleas
ure in meet ing d i f ferent editors and other personnel 
who have contr ibuted to making "The Bull Sheet" the 
success that it is. 

(June 1972) 

Schroeder's Nursery, Inc. 
TREES • SHRUBS • EVERGREENS 

RICHARD A. SCHROEDER 

CARL DRAVIS 

Specializing in Large Caliper Trees 
We offer complete installation 

TELEPHONE: 708—546-9444 
23379 W. Route 60 - Grayslake. Illinois 60030 

Located on Route 60 between Rt. 12 (VOLO) & Rt. 83 (IVANHOE) 
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