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Royal Honour for Local
Course Superintendent

Golf Course Superintendent, ROBERT MAIBUSCH, of
Clarendon Hills, has just returned from Harrogate in Yorkshire,
England where he received the top award of his profession from
His Royal Highness, Prince Andrew, Duke of York.

Robert, 35, Course Superintendent of Hinsdale Golf Club,
is one of only two US recipients of the British and International
Golf Greenkeepers Association’s Master Greenkeeper Cer-
tificate. This he achieved by academic courses, experience, a
written examination and independent assessment of the golf
course. Only three other greenkeepers, all from Britain, have
qualified to date.

‘I never realized quite what an achievement it was until I
got to England’” says Robert. ‘‘Meeting the prince was — dif-
ficult to put into words — but almost overwhelming."’

‘I never realized quite what an achievement it was
until I got to England’’ says Robert. ‘‘Meeting the
prince was — difficult to put into words — but
almost overwhelming.”’

Robert, 35, has a BS in Turfgrass Management from
Michigan State University, is on the National Committee of Cer-
tification Appeals for the Golf Course Superintendents Associa-
tion of America. At Hinsdale, one of the oldest clubs in Illinois,
he has 18 staff in season ‘‘the best staff I've ever worked with”’
and his members are ‘‘very appreciative of what we do”’ and
are ‘‘wonderful people to work for’’.

Robert and his wife, Cheryl met the Prince informally at a
reception after the award ceremony. They found him genuine-
ly interested and friendly. They also met Viscount William
Whitelaw, President of the Greenkeepers Association and the
former Deputy Prime Minister under Margaret Thatcher.

The Prince told the greenkeepers in his opening speech that
“‘we golfers’’ should realize that: ‘‘It is only possible to play
this Royal and Ancient game because of all the hard work, com-
mitment, patience, care, and above all because of the pride’’
that they take in their profession.

Robert and Cheryl Maibusch have two young children, Alex-
andra, four and a half and Kieron, aged three.

What an Honour ...

Being the Editor, I took the liberty to run the above press
release describing the ‘‘honour’’ bestowed upon our own Bob
Maibusch by the British & International Golf Greer” :epers
Association.

I interviewed Bob over the phone about his certification and
the trip to England. But I must spend some time with him at
a pub and discuss this over a pint of dark bitters someday soon.

Two years ago at the GCSAA convention in Las Vegas, Bob
saw the British Greenkeepers booth and stopped to chat. At that

(continued on page 10)

Master Greenkeeper Certificate recipients, left to right: Gor-
don Irvine, Mill Ride G.C., North Ascot, England; William Mon-
tague, Oakwood C.C., Cleveland, Ohio; Robert Maibusch,
Hinsdale G.C., Hinsdale, IL; and Kerran Daly, Salisbury &
South Wilts G.C., Wiltshire, England.

BROOKSIDE SOIL TESTING
and
IRRIGATION WATER ANALYSIS

includes a complete report, and recommendations for
producing quality turf on golf courses.

ADVANTAGES:

* Improves the environment of the grasses and eliminates
turf diseases

* Decreases expenses for pesticides

e Reduces thatch and eliminates fairway renovation

e Decreases expenses for costly fertilizers

e Healthy turf attracts more golfers and increases income

Contact: Golf course specialists since 1964

V. ). Zolman and Son
8516 Brookfield Ave.
Brookfield, IL 60513

708-387-7782
312-461-3679




(**What an Honour™’ continued)

time, he picked up information on their association. He soon
discovered that they also had a certification program that was
just starting. Consequently, he inquired and was sent informa-
tion on how to become certified. They have three stages one
needs to pass to become a ‘‘Master Greenkeeper’’.

The first stage you are given points for your education, ex-
perience and seminars that you have attended. The second stage
your golf course has to be inspected by members of the British
& International Golf Greenkeepers Association. In Bob’s case
they asked for a list of six certified GCSAA members of which
they picked one of the six to do the on-site inspection of the
golf course. There was an extensive list of items that were check-
ed and answered. Up to this part, Bob was doing okay and had
passed both stages.

The third part of certification requirements meant taking a
6 hour test. Closed book. Bob wrote and asked for study
materials for this test and was sent back a list of 50 text books
from which to study!

Robert Maibusch receiving the ‘‘Master Greenkeeper Cer-
tificate’’ from His Royal Highness, Prince Andrew, Duke of
York, Harrogate; in Yorkshire, England.

The exam is given only on May 6 of each year and at a cen-
tral location in England. This test made up of two parts is com-
posed by a panel of college professors in Great Britain and is
changed each year. The first part of the test contained five ques-
tions, all essay type dealing mostly with theory. An example:
Describe how to construct a USGA green. The second part of
the exam was one question (worth 50% of exam). The ques-
tion was: Given 2 years to prepare for a national links tourna-
ment that would be televised world-wide, how would you begin
to prepare for, during, and after the tournament? Bob was per-
mitted to take this exam by being monitored by a CGCS: Len
Berg.

In June Bob was notified that he had passed. He was only
the second U.S. superintendent (Bill Montague, of Oakland
C.C. in Cleveland also passed at this time) to hold this honour.
There was only one greenkeeper in England the previous year
who passed the certification and only two others had passed the
test along with Bob this year. At the present, there are only
five ‘‘Master Greenkeepers.”’

A very nice gesture, through the working of Bob’s green-
chairman, was that certain members of Hinsdale Golf Club col-
lected funds to allow Bob and his wife Cheryl to make the trip
to England. This enabled Bob to be presented the award in per-
son by His Royal Highness, Prince Andrew, Duke of York.

Bob was also given a royal tour of the St. Andrews golf
courses by Walter Wood, a very capable greenskeeper of world
renown. Bob came away very impressed.

Congratulations — Bob Maibusch, Master Greenskeeper.
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‘1 never want to work
without a TRION™ LIFT again!"

“Before, it was al-
most impossible to
see what | was do-
ing, let alone repair
it. Now everything
is right where | can
see it . . . sitting
down!”

“l can save an hour
or more a day on

maintenance time.”
Ed Ward

Head Mechanic, Highland
Hills Municipal G.C.

THE ONLY LIFT SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED
FOR GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT

® Several models available to lift all 3- and 4-wheel
golf equipment up to 2,600 Ibs.

PRICED FROM (815)469-8500
$3900 to $4750 (708) 301-8500
plus freight

AN A
MIDWEST

TURF & TRACTOR

Y- TRION |

E-3 Turf Products

Representing:

Flcratine Products Group:

Biostimulants: Soil Amendments:

Astron Plus Aamend

Knife Plus CalpHlex
Largo Maxiplex

Per 4 Max Plus Penetrax

Perk Up Penetrax Max
Proliff pHlexmag
Renaissance pHlexman

Auxiliary Products:

Addamax Iron Maid
Clean Tank Pathfinder
Foam-Z-Way Raider
FP 747 Xact
SynTenniCo:

Novatee

Novapath

Novagreen

For Additional information, please call:

Bud Edman 708-985-3974




