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February 24, 1993

To: Hewsletter Editors
Great Lakes Region of
USGA Green Section

Fram: Jim Latham, Director
Great Lakes Region

Dear Mr. Editor:

Your readers may be interested to learn that the St. Charles
Country Club, St. Charles, Illinois, is the first golf course in
the continental U.S. to fulfill all the criteria for full certifi-
cation under the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program. Superin-

tendent Peter Leuzinger is justifiably proud of this accomplish-

ment as are the club who supported this effort.

It should be noted that the first course to be certified, Kapalua
Bay in Maui, Hawail, was under extreme pressure by environmental
groups on an anti-golf development binge. St. Charles was not.
Nevertheless, Mr.Leuzinger and the St. Charles Resource Committes
have generated a great deal of positive reaction through public
involvement and education.

We are pleased that this USGA-sponsored program is making its mark
in the Great Lakes Region under the guidance of superintendents
such as Pete Leuzinger. MNot far behind St. Charles is Treetops
Resort in Gaylord, Michigan, where superintendent Bruce Wolfrom
has fulfilled six of the seven categories required for Certifica-
tion.

Information on Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Programs can
cbtained from any Green Section Regional Office or Golf House.

St. Charles Country Club
Recognized for Environmental
Excellence

ST. CHARLES, IL — The St.
Charles Country Club has been
dedicated as a ‘‘Certified Audubon
Cooperative Sanctuary’® by the
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary
System, a program of the Audubon
Society of New York State, and en-
dorsed by the United States Golf
Association. St. Charles joined the
program in 1991, and is one of the
first golf courses in the United States
to achieve the ‘‘Certified”’
designation.

““The St. Charles Country Club
has shown a strong commitment to and enthusiasm for its en-
vironmental program. They are to be commended for their ef-
forts to provide a sanctuary for wildlife on the golf course pro-
perty,”’ said Jean Mackay, Staff Ecologist for the Audubon
Society of New York.

*“To reach certification, a course must demonstrate that they
are maintaining a high degree of environmental quality in a
number of areas,”” explained Mackay. These categories include:
Environmental Planning, Public Involvement, Integrated Pest
Management, Wildlife Food Enhancement, Wildlife Cover
Enhancement, Water Conservation, and Water Enhancement.
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The club has implemented a diversity of conservation and
habitat enhancement projects to ensure that St. Charles Coun-
try Club is an asset to golfers, wildlife, and the local community.
An extensive nest box program provides nest sites for bluebirds,
purple martins, wood ducks and bats. They have also increas-
ed meadow habitat and created a nature trail to facilitate
understanding and enjoyment of the natural areas on the
property.

According to Superintendent Peter Leuzinger, **This project
has generated a tremendous amount of pride among our
members. It has helped us really believe that our golf course
is a real asset to the community."’

Along with habitat enhancement and sound maintenance prac-
tices, educating and involving the public have been strong suits
for St. Charles. Scouts, school children and local golf course
superintendents have been invited to walk the nature trail, and
Leuzinger has given presentations about St. Charles’s en-
vironmental programs to the local Sierra Club, the Chicagoland
Golf Course Superintendents Association, the University of I1-
linois Horticultural Club and Golf Course Superintendents
Association members.

“*Our out-reach to the community has reinforced our goals
to manage this property with wildlife in mind,’* said Leuzinger.
*“We will continue to learn more as we have the opportunity
to monitor all kinds of rejuvenated wildlife activity.”’

For more information on the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary
System, contact The Audubon Society of New York State, 131
Rarick Rd., Selkirk, NY 12158, (518) 767-9051.

The Certification Process

Several different Achievement Categories make up the
Cooperative Sanctuary System. In order to become Certified,
the course must complete and manage certain tasks. Present
levels are described below. Application for Certification in any
of these categories can be made at any time. Just write to New
York Audubon for the **Achievement Category Change Request
Form.”

CATEGORIES
Environmental Planning — A written plan of action must
be prepared and on file with New York Audubon, that details
plans for the coming years(s). This plan should summarize
planned efforts to increase habitat types on the course, conserve
water and increase efforts at integrated pest management.

(continued on page 24)




(““Certification’’ continued)

Public Involvement — A Cooperative Sanctuary Commit-
tee must be formed. Members of the committee must be listed,
and on file with New York Audubon. The committee must in-
clude at least one person outside of the regular members of the
golf club.

Integrated Pest Management — An integrated pest manage-
ment plan must be written and on file with New York Audubon.
This plan should include the use of turf management ‘‘scouting’
and application of minimum amounts of pesticide, fungicide and
insecticide products. The plan should include planned use of
insect eating birds, bats or other biological controls as part of
the management strategy.

Wildlife Cover Enhancement — A written plan to provide
adequate ‘‘cover’’ for a variety of wildlife species should be
on file with New York Audubon. This plan should include the
use of nesting boxes, native or naturalize vegetation, understory
enhancement in woodlot areas and so forth.

Wildlife Food Enhancement — A written plan to provide
adequate food sources for a variety of wildlife species must be
on file with New York Audubon. This plan can include the use
of bird feeders, native or naturalized plants that provide food
sources for wildlife species such as song birds.

Water Conservation — A written plan that describes the ef-
forts of reducing the amount of water utilized to maintain the
course must be on file with New York Audubon. This could
include the use of conservation technology in the irrigation
system, rain water utilization and recycling and so forth. This
could also include the use of drought tolerant grass species.

Water enhancement — A written plan that describes efforts
at actually documenting the present quality of water on the
course, and efforts to enhance water quality for various wildlife
species, such as fish, amphibians, birds and so forth must be
on file with New York Audubon. This could include participa-
tion in the Water Watch Program.

A course that registers in the Cooperative Sanctuary System
can apply for Certification in any or all of these categories at
any time, provided they believe they are already managing ef-
forts as described above, and document that in writing to New
York Audubon. Each course will receive a Certificate of
Registration upon joining the System. This Certificate will be
valid for one year. A separate Certificate for each of the above
categories will be supplied to the course, once the category is
properly developed, and implemented. The Certification cer-
tificates will be valid until it is shown, either through site visits
or other information that one or more categories are no longer
being maintained by the course management. Request for cer-
tification in any or all of the present categories can be made
on the Certification Request forms, supplied by New York
Audubon, and attaching any additional supporting information.

Membership Questionnaire is Helping to
Strengthen the Program

Along with member renewal notices, we’ve included a ques-
tionnaire to help us learn more about the types of projects that
are taking place on golf course sanctuaries. This type of infor-
mation not only helps us to keep up with what’s happening on
individual golf courses, it will also help us to develop program
materials and promote the efforts of golf courses involved in
the program. Based on the 70 questionnaires we’ve received
to date, here’s a look at what's happening in the field:

(continued on page 20)
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Get Up A Foursome For This Great Springtime Play Day!

COMBINED GOLF DAY
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Proceeds benefit [llinois Turfgrass Foundation research fund
Monday, May 10, 1993

Sponsoring Organizations

Central [llinois Golf Course Superintendents Association
Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents ’f
Northwestern Illinois Golf Course Superintendents Association * ¢
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_ Two Terrific courses to test your shotmaking and Scoring Skills “-_':j-_
s Chicagoland! ‘

Just 2 hours from Ch

: .  Bloomington Country Club,
L] Bloomngton, 1L
V' Dan Rieger, Hos Superiniendent

Crestwicke Country Club,
Bloomginton, IL,
~ 3 Creoff Kemp, Host Superintendent
" Buffet Brunch
a 10,00 am Crestwicke Country Club » /030 am Bloomington Country Club

\  Shotgun Start

[} 1 am Crestwicke Country Club = /130 am Bloomington Country Club

Cocktail Reception & Hors D'Oeuvres
430 pm Bloomington Country Club

Refreshments served on both courses

M.A.G.CS. Defending Champs
Fun Events & Prizes

10 events on both courses

4
f“

A great value for a great cause
$70 per person include brunch. golf, can and hors d”oeuvres buffet

Tee/Hole Sponsorship
$195, includes brunch, golf, cart and hors d'oeuvres buffet

2nd Annual "Challenge Cup" .~~~ ™=
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(““Certification’” continued)

50% — Formed a resource committee to help plan and organize
projects.

54% — Maintained bird feeders including seed, suet and hummingbird
feed.

60% — Mounted and monitored nest boxes for birds. 80% of the boxes
were successful.

57% — Recorded wildlife species seen on the golf course.

42% — Incorporated flowers that provide nectar for hummingbirds and
butterflies into gardens.

78% — Managed woodlots with wildlife in mind — provide understory
cover, snags, brush piles, etc.

81% — Buffered ponds, streams, and wetlands with aquatic vegetation.

87% — Naturalized additional out-of-play areas to provide wildlife
habitat.

44% — Involved the public or members in projects on the course.

77% — Practiced water conservation.

68% — Expanded Integrated Pest Management programs.

64% — Educated members, guests, or the public about their partici-
pation in the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program.
We're excited about what has been accomplished by golf

courses within their first year of involvement in the program
and hope to see even greater results in subsequent years!

Wash Water Containment
Area Rules

by Bob Wolf, Extension Specialist

University of Illinois — Agricultural Engineering Dept.

A recent amendment to the Illinois Lawn Care Act has
established January 1, 1993 as the official date for requiring
turf care professionals to use wash water and rinsate collection
devices. The amendment also gave the Illinois Department of
Agriculture (IDOA) the authority to permit such devices.

The rules set forth as a result of the amendment were
developed this past summer by the IDOA, the Illinois En-
vironmental Protection Agency (IEPA), and several concern-
ed and interested persons from the turf care industry and related
fields.

All licensed turf applicators in the state of Illinois will receive
the rules, a permit application, and instructions for meeting the
terms of compliance of the rules. The permitting process has
been simplified to help reduce the possible increased cost that
could result from an extensive engineering plan.

To simplify the permitting process, a general permit class
systemm has been approved. The permit will require the appli-
cant to provide a location map of the facility, a detailed descrip-

SERVICE!

ON TIME. EVERYTIME

QUALITY!

5-WAY BLEND OF ELITE KENTUCKY
BLUEGRASSES. GROWN ON MINERAL SOIL.
NO SOD HARVESTED BEFORE 18 MONTHS.

PRICF!

TOP OF THE LINE SERVICE AND QUALITY AND A
TERRIFIC BOTTOM LINE. CALL FOR A QUOTE.

708-557-2900

46W340 Main St.
Kaneville, IL 60144
ON MAIN ST., 11 MILES
WEST OF BATAVIA

WACKER COMPACTION EQUIPMENT
OFTEN COPIED, NEVER DUPLICATED

VPx1750 Series Vibratory Plate

tion of the wash pad location, selection of either a class A, B,
or C device, and the inclusion of a water supply protection
device such as reduced pressure backflow device (RPBD), and
any other information required by the IDOA. The permits would

be renewable every 5 years.
The class systems mentioned above are described as follows:
Class A — Designed for portable area with small pesticide
application devices. Those with capacities less than or equal
to 100 gallons or 100 pounds. They would be 1.5 times the
length and width of the application device and hold a minimum
of 25 gallons or the device volume if greater. They must be
constructed of an impervious material and must be protected
from rainfall. The collection device does not require a sump.

(continued on page 22)

*19.5" x 25" baseplate

: ; BPU2950A Reversible Plate
*Gas or diesel engine

*19.5" x 27.5" baseplate
*Honda 8 h.p. engine

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.
Orland Park, IL 60462

(708) 349-8430
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