Saving a Diamond
in the Rough

•

I was at my wits end when the Schaumburg Park District stepped in. They understood how important I was to the community, not only as the only 27-hole golf course in town, but for the
green open space' which I represented.

by Jennifer Nolan Miller, Jerry Baer & Nick Hongisto

The Schaumburg Park District began its course of action in
1987. The district's director, Jerry Handlon, said, "It took two
long years of difficult negotiations to bring the owners of the
course to the bargaining table in September of 1989."
The sale was finalized for $15.5 million. The district used
alternate revenue bonds (ARB's), which rely on monies pledged to pay the bonds with any revenue source from the park
district. A new bond issue is sold each year to pay the principal
and interest on the ARB. Similar to an installment contract, the
principal is not applied against any bonding caps for general
obligation bonds. The district must take care that the general
obligation bond issued to payoff the ARB does not fall within
the various statutory limits in place. This particular bond issue
is for ten years.

"I've been asked to tell you my story. I must admit it's been
a coloiful 64 years. I've lived through the Depression, World
War II, and Rock 'n Roll. I've seen Bobby Jones' Grand Slam,
Nicklaus' six Masters, and Watson'sfive British Opens. Or was
it six? I've reached the heights and seen the depths, seen the
hackers and the pros, the invention of titanium shafts and heard
about these new lightweight mowing practices. I'm lucky, golf
is popular again for the third time in this great country, and
I'm going to be a part of it.
Schaumburg Golf Club
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I have to tell you, the day the Park District took over was
a real turning point. Not only did my name change again to
the Schaumburg Golf Club but I had a new lease on life. Bill,
one of our old timers, thought they had put down a new floor
in the clubhouse overnight. He was flabbergasted to find out
all they did was wash the dang floor! And then, they cured my
dollar spots in seven days.

I was born in 1926, just northwest of Chicago in a gently rolling area of Schaumburg, Illinois. They called me Westmoreland
Country Club. "Westmorely" for short. My architectural
parents were the well-known team of William B. Langford and
Theodore J. Moreau. (Where they got the name Westmoreland
is beyond me). I covered 205 acres with 27 holes, and sported
an elegant clubhouse, wide fairways and quite a few trees for
a youngster.

The district brought in Bob Lohman of Lohman Golf Designs
to assess the damage. Mr. Lohman shared the staffs sentiments
that the course had the potential to be one of the finest community golf courses in the Chicago area. Plans to restore began
immediately. Because the course has 27 holes, planners adopted
a three-phase approach. This minimized the inconvenience to
the golfers by allowing a full 18 holes to be open for play at
all times.
Phase 1 began with the renovation of the Yellow course (the
back "9"). All the original features of the Yellow Nine were
kept, and workers rebuilt the new greens and tees to USGA
greens construction specifications. They replanted all the tees
and putting surfaces, and rototilled and fertilized the fairways
to create a good seedbed. To add to the course's challenge, they
changed the grades on several of the fairways and then seeded
them with a blend of Y3 Penncross, I!J Penneagle, and 113 Seaside
Creeping Bentgrass. The bentgrass fairways were chosen over
standard bluegrass due to the higher quality of play they would
provide.
The irrigation system is a double row system with a computer control system which computes the daily weather conditions, the type of grass and soil, and how much water needs
to be applied each evening. This state-of-the-art system maximizes use of the ponds and two deep wells on the property
without depending on any city-supplied water.

The word spread quickly about the beautiful golf course and
its fine amenities - banquet halls for lavish weddings and parties, card rooms, a bridle path with pony rides and horses, tennis courts and a sand box playground for children. Then it was
renamed the Roselle Country Club in order to emphasize its
regional appeal. Years later, the club was sold to a family who
renamed the course Golden Acres. The facility soon fell into
neglect and was nicknamed "Concrete Acres" because of the
hard, poorly tended fairways. In the early years of golf, irrigation was not a common practice on fairways and only the first
tees of each nine holes were watered on this course. By the late
1980s, the greens were 80 percent annual bluegrass (Poa Annua) and full of thatch. The tee boxes had little or no grass and
were infested with weeds. Each year the course developed
"dollar spot", an unsightly turf disease which created small
brown patches on the tees and greens.
I nearly starved to death from lack of fertilizer and the
nutrients necessary for my fine soil. Many of my trees needed
pruning badly or had died. Broomsticks and towels were actually used for flag sticks! The original irrigation system had
long since been broken and abandoned, and when it rained my
sand traps would be filled for days.
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Phase I

There were plans for selling the course for a subdivision,
building a major roadway through the center, and reducing it
to nine holes. There were no permanent tee times or lessons.
The clubhouse had become so dilapidated and the banquet hall
so outdated and dirty that they fell into disuse and served only
as a changing facility.

1.4 million

Yellow Nine
(Back Nine)

-Nine Hole Renovation
Bentgrass Fairways
Toro Irrigation System

April '90-Sept.

'91

(cont'd. page 4)
3

(A Diamond in the Rough cont'd.)
-New Clubhouse
-New Maintenance

Shop

Phase II

Yes. washed Penncross creeping bent
and "Executive Blend" bluegrass sod has arrived

-Nine Hole Renovation
Seeded Aug. '92

in the Midwest! This new innovation offers
many benefits:

-New Driving Range
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Phase III

•

Eliminates traditional interface problems between
sod and the existing soU.
Washed sod consistently roots down more rapidly
than conventional
sod (typically 3'12" of root
growth in just 8 days).

• Lower weight allows for shipping up to 500/0
more per load

CALL US FOR DETAILS!

[11-)
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HUBER RANCH
SOD NURSERY;

StrathAF

.....

Rt. 41 Schneider, IN

800-553-0552

'92

Red Nine
(9 Hole Course)
Sept. '91-May '93

1 million

•

White Nine
(Front Nine)
May '93-Spring '95

The existing maintenance buildings were in extreme disrepair,
with dirt floors, little or no heating, and poor lighting. Workers
built the new maintenance facility in 1991, which is ample
enough to house all the necessary equipment needed to maintain the 27-hole course, the lunch and locker rooms, and the
superintendent's office. The maintenance building also adheres
to all EPA requirements for pesticide storage and new-monitored
underground fuel tanks.
During construction, several unforeseen problems surfaced.
No as-built plans were available. so the locations of any
underground drain tile and the abandoned irrigation system were
unknown. Obviously this caused several problems. When someone cut an old drain tile during construction, it would start to
drain. In some cases, the drainage lasted for days. No one knew
whether the water came from years of build-up in the existing
pipes or was generated from another source, but the result was
the same: redesign of the main drainage system at a considerably
higher cost.
During the demolition of the maintenance shop, workers from
a licensed hazardous waste disposal company had to remove
a very old, leaking fuel tank and all of the surrounding contaminated soil. This unforeseen process was also an expensive
extra.

Will quickly establish into all soU types.

I

'92

Aug. '90-Nov.

-New Practice Chipping Range

-Nine Hole Renovation
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1.2 million

Summer '91-Nov.

• (219)552-0552

The first thing anyone noticed upon entering the clubhouse
was its less than charming 1920s decor. The second major and
rather disconcerting discovery was the bees and wasps that infested the walls. This, along with the building's structural stability and design limitations, confirmed the decision to tear down
versus renovate. Plans for the new clubhouse became part of
the golf course master plan. The new clubhouse would contain
banquet facilities for parties of up to 350 and adequate parking. A semi-private club room would be provided to regular
players for a nominal "membership" fee. The pro shop would
be modern and well-equipped, and a restaurant/grill would be
added.
The resulting structure is a 45,OOO-square-foot clubhouse with
three levels. The basement contains the locker rooms and a
storage area for the gas golf carts. The first floor holds the banquet facilities, general offices and the pro shop. The second floor
contains a nursery area, an apartment for the caretaker and the
club room. To maximize use of the facilities, the club room
is equipped to stage and light dinner theater productions and
can be divided into meeting rooms .•
After demolition of the old clubhouse, construction began in
April 1991. The facility has booked its first banquet for
December 1992. The Frank Lloyd Wright Prairie style of arC cont' d. page 6)
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Everything you need
for professional
turf management.
- Fertilizers -Control Products -Seed
- Irrigation -Equipment -Replacement Parts
-Golf Course Accessories -Safety Products
-Setvice Brochures - Low Voltage Lighting

(800) 321-5325
Your Grovvth Partner
LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Rd., Rocky River,
Ohio 44116
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(A Diamond in the Rough cont'd.)
chitectural design retains the 1920s feeling, carried through to
the interior decor.
The Schaumburg Park District operates on a committee structure which uses appointed citizens from the community to serve
on an advisory committee. The decisions ofthis committee are
not binding at the board level, but are seriously considered.
Members of the park board sit on each advisory committee.
The district had already established a Golf Advisory Committee when an executive par 3 golf course was built in 1986.
The committee is made up to two commissioners, interested
citizens and two professionals from the golf industry. One is
a PGA professional who lives in Schaumburg and runs a
neighboring public golf course, another is a certified golf course
superintendent at a local private club. All of the committee
members love the game and want a fine golf facility in Schaumburg. All rules and regulations and master plans for the course
go through the advisory committee to the park board. The park
board has been an important and integral part of the decisionmaking process throughout the renovation.
Mr. Pepi Irwin, the club professional, says "One of the
strongest features of the layout of the course is the generous
fairways which lend the course to all levels of play. They are
wide enough for the high handicap player to keep the ball in
play and offer a challenge to the lower handicap player with
grading differentials and proper bunker placement."
To encourage golfers to protect the new turf, the park district
introduced the' 'dollar off" incentive program. Each golfer who
witnessed replacing or repairing a divot or ball mark by rangers
or grounds crew is presented a "dollar off' coupon for their
next round. The program has been enthusiastically received.

An Environmental
Tradition
More than 60 years of
complete, dependable and
economical tree service.
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Since 1930

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.
Nels J. Johnson, Jr.
President

Karl G. Johnson

Vice President

Complete, economical tree service for
Private Estates, Municipalities, Schools,
Industrial Areas, Parks & Golf Courses.
All phases of Arboriculture:
Consultation, Diagnosis, Removals, Pruning,
Stump Routing, Fertilization, Hydraulic
Spraying, Chemotherapy and Municipal Forestry.
Fully Insured
Main Office: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, IL 60202
Telephone: (708) 475-1877
Fax: (708)475-0037
Hinsdale: (708) 654-1877
Barrington: (708) 382-2777

I have to tell you, I'm feeling like a "million bucks!" I'm
so proud of my new nine's lush fairways that are actually green.
My rolling greens can be forgiving, but don't turn your back
on them or you 'f[ regret it. They're planting the prettiest flowers,
fancy new grasses, and my trees are tapping their roots and
reaching for the sun. There's nothing like a nice cool drink of
water when you need it. With the Schaumburg Park District's
help, I'm finally on my way to becoming what I was meant to be.
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GOLF'S
IRRIGATION PROFESSIONALS

Credit: Park and Recreation, May '92
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PREFERRED

Kentucky Bluegrass may be
key to herbicide

BY PROFESSIONALS

WORLDWIDE

How eRA Helps Superintendents:
• Complete stock of irrigation supplies
• Water conservation analysis
& troubleshooting
• Assistance in pumping improvement
and pumping cost efficiency
• Drainage solutions
• Fountains. Aerators. Pump Management
• Improvements of energy-usage cost
• On-the-phone technical assistance

Dead Kentucky bluegrass could be the key to a more natural,
environmentally friendly herbicide. That's because the killed
grass exudes natural compounds that can hinder other plant
growth. Researchers say these compounds kill dandelions and
other broadleaf weeds, and might be reproduced artificially for
weed control. The compounds are similar to those seeping from
dead quackgrass; at least one of the quackgrass compounds will
kill slugs. The bluegrass compounds were discovered after
farmers in a New York pasture renovation project had trouble
getting a forage legume called birdsfoot trefoil to grow on patches of killed grass later identified as Kentucky bluegrass.
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1-800-347-4272

Plant Protection Research, Ithaca, NY
Roger D. Hagin, (607) 255-1712

• Downers Grove. Il • 5379 Walnut Ave .• (708) 515-8555 • Fax (708) 515- 1228
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