
Our 18th Hole,
Norman Rockwall

by Joel V. Purpur

Projects on the golf course keep life interesting, and at River
Forest Country Club, I haven't been bored yet. Our latest pro-
ject consisted of excavating two small ponds connected by a
creek with water falls, using the soil to rebuild our short prac-
tice tee, adding a fairway bunker and green bank mounding on
our 18th hole. Most of the construction was routine, but the
outcropping stone ledges received a lot of interest.

It all started from the need for a retention pond in a low area
to handle runoff from our larger, newly remodeled clubhouse.

Our membership also felt that our 310 yard 18th hole needed
to be more dramatic and challenging so we had several different
architects analyze the situation and submit concept sketches.
The board chose the sketch of Greg Martin of Martin Design
Partnership which met all of our objectives.

Since money was tight because of the recent four million
dollar clubhouse renovation, we would only contract out the
excavation and rough shaping. Bill Boyd of Timberline Con-
struction was chosen for the dirt work and did an excellent job.
With the movement of soil being short runs, we moved all
10,000 yards of soil in-house using a caterpillar 3 yard ar-
ticulated loader donated by a member. This was kind of fun
for the first 100 trips. Construction was started in mid August
(as soon as we finished landscaping the clubhouse in-house) and
rought dirt work was completed in about 3 weeks.

Before we were able to start setting rocks, we had to install
our 7 head electric valve in head irrigation on the short range,
re-route the irrigation on the 18th hole, re-route power lines,
an irrigation main, drainage, hydroseed, sod, and so on. The
18th hole was also one of five we renovated last fall, so #18
was pretty tom up. We were not popular on Ladies Day. The
more we completed, the more excited the membership got.
When we started installing the rock outcroppings, the gazing
and [mger pointing really started .

(cont'd. page 10)
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Ford Iron is here!
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Better tractor loader backhoes are here-
the Ford C Series .
• More powerful hydraulics with 6,000 pounds of
lift capacity and 12,000 pounds of breakout force .
• Deeper-digging backhoes with XTRA-VATORT
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extendable dipperstick .
• Deluxe noise-absorbing cabs with dual entry/
exit, adjustable swing-around suspension seat, all-
around visibility and right-hand instrument console .
• Ford quality and service/parts backup.
Seethe rigs that are born to dig-today!
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~ Rt. 41, Box 188, Schneider, IN
emI.ED 1-800-553-0552

10fAS TO GROW WIIH@
Introduces ...

Banner turfPakTM
...The golf course industry's first electronic

micro-bulk system.
...Featuring a returnable/refillable 15 gallon

tank, designed exclusively for the green
industry.

...This innovative system increases safety
and eliminates package disposal concerns.

...turfPak meets FIFRA 88 regulations as a
closed system .

...Provides EXTREMELY accurate product
measurements .

...Pumping mechanism and tank are efficient
and durable.

ORDER YOUR turlPakTM TODAY!
.JOHN MEYER or .JOE WOLLNER

800-747-7400 - Chicagoland
800-8ge-4033 - Central Illinois

800-7e8-1090 - Wisconsin



(Our 18th Hole cont'd.)

Before we began installing rock, we consulted Ed Sagen,
grounds superintendent at the McDonald's campus in Oak
Brook. They have over a million dollars of this rock on their
grounds, so I knew Ed was the one to talk to about the do's
and don'ts. The rock is called "outcropping stone", which was
purchased from the Halquist Stone Company of Sussex, Wiscon-
sin, which comes either in bulk or on pallets. We purchased

..~., " ....'. the st9!le on pallets for ease in handling. The stone weighed
: :.... abou~ 600 to 800 pounds each and are about 4 feet long and

6 -.8 inches thick.

Reach, Speed &Stability

from tee to
green ...

• PENNCROSS BENT SOD
• PENNLlNKS BENT SOD
• PENNEAGLE BENT SOD
• XL-l00 BLEND SOD
• A FULL LINE OF LANDSCAPE

SUPPLIES

Bent Sod That Fits
YourCourse
ToaTee!

Ford New Hollano "Super Boom" skid-steer
loaders do mare for vOU:
* Reach - Loads cent-..p.r of six-wheel durn p.
* Speed - F a..c;ter cycle t-_"lme..c:;,soeedc:; up

loaomq/unloadinq operati.ons.
* StabDity - Lonqer wheelbase with low

center of qravity.

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462
(708) 349-8430
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Surface preparation consisted of excavating flat ledges in good
undisturbed clay about a foot under the lake level grade. Geotex-
tile fabric was then laid on the clay. Next a 2" layer of gravel
was placed on the fabric to fine-tune the grade, and then we
were ready for the first layer of outcropping stone. We first
used pallet forks on a skid loader from inside the dry pond to
place and adjust the rocks, and did the fine tuning by grunting
with pry bars. Fitting the angles, thicknesses, and shapes was
like putting together a puzzle, picking each stone to match up
with the next. More 2" gravel was then added behind and even
with the first ledge of rock and we were ready for the second
layer. Each layer was set back about 1-3 feet for stability and
looks, aiming to be somewhat natural.
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A concrete wall was installed at the waterfall's spillway to
avoid erosion, and was then hidden with outcropping stones.
By the time we got around to installing the rocks lining the creek,
last falls rains threw us a curve ball in the mud. With it being
too muddy for the skid loader, we fmished placing the rocks
using straps attached to an excavator backhoe which I enjoyed
operating. The rocks lining the creek were placed directly on
the Geotextile fabric so water would not flow under the out-
cropping stones, and grades were not as crucial.

The retention pond which is less dramatic, is lined with cob-
blestones to accommodate the fluctuating water levels caused
from runoff. The submersible recirculating pump, which is
housed in a concrete vault, uses 2-4" stone to filter the water,
and pumps the water back to the upper pond before the waterfall.

We hoped to complete all of the grassing last fall, but with
the terrible weather, we'll have to finish the sodding and land-
scaping this spring. The membership is pleased enough already
though to talk about changing the picture on the scorecard.

I'm looking forward to finishing the project and get ready
for the tee and bunker renovations planned for 1992. "Never
a dull moment!"

RANSOMES

The Motor 180 is versatile enough to trim golf tees
and surrounds, ideal for large private and public
lawns, just the machine for maintaining smaller
playing fields. Its low profile design hugs the ground
giving outstanding stability and performance, even on
steep slopes. Instant response from the single foot
pedal control for forward or reverse drive gives the
ultimate in handling ability. Choice of 5 knife fixed
head and 7 knife floating head cutting units lets you
choose the right finish for your turf. With cutter drive
completely independent of ground speed the cutting
efficiency is maintained even when manoeuvring at
low speed. Units latch out of work manually.
Mechanical lift to units from the operator's seat and
grasscatchers are optional.

Grounds for Ransomes.
ASK FOR A DEMONSTRATION NOW!

OLSEN DISTRIBUTING COMPANY
969 N. Pepper Road

Barrington, Illinois 60010
1-708-381-9333
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