“Leaves, Limbs, Needles and Boughs’

by Fred D. Opperman
Maybe I'm a little early by a month or two to describe this
month’s tree. It brings to my mind pancakes and maple syrup.
What else can it be, but, Acer saccharum (a’ser sak-kar 'um)
— Sugar Maple. That beautiful yellow to red tree that knocks
the socks off many other trees when judged for the fall color.
This is the tree that thousands of people drive to the Great
Smokies or the New England States in the fall to see and take
in the colors. For coloring in the fall it is the king, for the sugar
maple goes from yellow thru the shades of orange to red.
Leaves: Opposite, simple, 3-6"" across, 3-5 lobed pointed,
slightly toothed with narrow and deep sinuses.

Buds: Terminal-imbricate, long and sharp pointed. This is
the key to identify it in the winter. Axillary buds 'z as long
as terminal, hairs are found at upper edge of leaf scar and are
brown in color.

Size: A landscape size of 60-75 feet is often attained; poten-
tial to 100-120" in height; the spread is variable but usually about
%’s the height although some specimens show a rounded
character.

Rate: Slow, possibly medium in youth.

Bark: Young trees develop a smooth, gray-brown bark; with
age the bark becomes deeply furrowed, with long irregular thick
plates or ridges.

Culture: Transplant balled and burlapped; prefers a well-
drained, moderately moist fertile soil.

Landscape Value: One of the best of the larger shade and lawn
trees.

This is a tree that needs to be on every golf course and no
doubt is.

Credit: ““Manual of Woody Landscape Plants’’
by Michael A. Dirr

‘““Anticipation’’
As the Groundhog has His day,
About the Weather that’s on It’s way.
Short February will tell the Story,
Of when Spring will flaunt It’s Glory.
Anxious Golfers will be pushing hard,
At the sight of green grass in Their yard.
Again We weather Winter’s snow and cold,
Patiently awaiting a new Spring to unfold.
Kenneth R. Zanzig
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NEW COMBINATION
IN SLOW RELEASE NITROGEN
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15-1-10 FERTILIZER

* Combines Benefits of Nutralene & Milorganite
* Organic Base

* Non Burning

* Low Salt Index

* For Turf & Ornamentals

* Uniform Release of Nitrogen
* 50/1b Bag Covers 7500 SQ. FT.

* Can Be Used Any Time - Spring - Summer - Fall

WITH 7% WIN

ALSO AVAILABLE: A 6-1-16 Fertilizer
With High Quality Sulphate of Potash

Call Us Today For Pricing!

LAKE-COOK SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
(A Division of Lake-Cook Farm Supply Co.)

Wauconda Tinley Park
27310 W. Case Rd. 6730 South St.
(708) 526-0007 ® (708) 532-4723
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~ For the turf care industry, Kubota has designed a team of tough precision
instruments that work hard, but provide maximum economy.

Powerful but economical Kubota Tractors. Mowers. Tillers. Box scrapers.
Front Loaders. Even mini-excavators.

For golf courses, athletic fields, parks, and even private residences, Kubota
equipment satisfies the most demanding standards.

Kubota’s versatile turf equipment works both independently, and with most
existing implements and attachments.

Standard features on many of our tractors include hydrostatic transmission,
comfortable operator platforms, and Power steering, safety and noise reduction

“KUBOTR

Add the operating economy special to
Nothing like it on earth

Kubota, and you have precision instruments
1o satisfy even the most exacting profes-

.
w
=
-

sional. See the Kubota turf team today.
Schneider, IN 219/552-0552
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