Shellcrackers Keep the Geese Away
by Kevin Czerkies, Supt.
Sportsman’s Country Club

Once again the topic of geese came up at the March MAGCS
meeting. Like many courses, I had my fair share of them. My
biggest problem with the geese was the droppings they left
behind.

I had heard that Dave Beno at Bonnie Brook and Paul Bastron
at Glen Flora were successfully scaring their geese away with
the help of shellcrackers. I decided to give it a try.

Shellcrackers are a class *‘C’’ explosive that sounds like a
gunshot when they explode. They are considered somewhat like
fireworks, therefore I needed written permission from the village
of Northbrook and the police department before I could legally
purchase them.

I ordered 600 shellcrackers and purchased a 12 gauge flare
gun. The flare gun needed to be reamed out slightly to hold
the shellcrackers.

Before I could begin firing shellcrackers, the Northbrook
police asked that I notify all neighbors that bordered Sport-
sman’s. I drafted a letter explaining our intentions, and had two
of my employees distribute copies to each house.

Finally, it was time to begin. We began firing shellcrackers
last October. At that time we had over 500 geese.

The first week my staff and I fired nearly 500 shellcrackers.
Within this one week period we had completely rid Sportsman’s
of geese.

Now, whenever any geese land on the golf course, a single
shot clears the course again. The geese are so spooked that,
quite often, they fly away before I can get a shot off.

It took a lot of time and effort to get this program im-
plemented, but it’s a solution that works.

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Latest Guide to U. S. Golf Industry
Research & Information Now Available

The National Golf Foundation announces the immediate
availability of its 1990 Winter Edition Information Services
Catalog. The new catalog offers hundreds of technical manuals
and publications, research reports, instruction books and videos.

The research reports offered include Golf Participation in the
U.S., Golf Facilities in the U.S., Golf Consumer Profile, and
condensed informational summaries on virtually every aspect
of the golf business.

The catalog also contains a comprehensive library of guides
and handbooks dealing with golf course development and the
operation of golf facilities, and a selection of books and videos
on instruction, coaching and teaching.

The NGF catalog is available free of charge by writing the
National Golf Foundation, 1150 South U.S. Highway One,
Jupiter, FL 33477 — or call toll-free: (800) 733-6006.

A nonprofit golf market research and development organiza-
tion, the NGF serves more than 5,000 members, reflecting a
broad cross-section of the game. Included are golf course ar-
chitects and builders; national and state golf associations; golf
course owners and operators; major golf companies and in-
dividual patrons.
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Specializing in Bedding Plants
Large Variety Fall Mums

ANTON’S

Greenhouses & Garden Centers

Rick & Bob Anton

ANTON'S OF KENOSHA
9140 Cooper Rd. (515t Ave.)
Kenosha, W1 53142
414/694-2666

Gary Anton

ANTON'S OF EVANSTON
1126 Pitner Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202
708/864-1134
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_?% SAND COMPANY, INC.

APPROVED TOP DRESSING SAND
GOLF COURSE AGGREGATES
TRAP SAND

Call for direct quotes on all your
Aggrepate needs

(312) 374-2303
(219) 938-7020

Richard E. Mika

Country Club
Greens Grade
Fertilizers

Gold Cup quality for great-looking
greens, tees & fairways.

TURFGRASS | DRGANIC | 50. FEET
___rasoucr use | cowrent
Greens
Country Club 18-4-10 | Tees 0% 9.000
Fairways
Greens
Country Club 18-3-12 | Tees 70% 9.000
Fairways
Greens
Country Club 18-0-18 | Tees 80% 9,000
Fairways
Country Club 8-4-24" | Greens
100% Sultate Fall Fairway 30% 12.000*
of Potash Year Aound

The particle sizing is a small homogeneous granulation for less mower pickup.

Brian McGuffin

non

Lek

TOTAL TURF CARE

1332 Reichert Road Crete, IL 60417  (708) 672-7537




