
Memorial Tree Planting Programs
by Thomas L. Green, PhD. & Kris R. Bachtell

Memorial tree planting programs are an effective method for
golf clubs to generate extra money for new tree and replace-
ment tree planting. Many golf clubs in the Chicago-area cur-
rently have or are considering implementing such a program.
As consultants to several local golf clubs, we have observed
that these tree planting programs need to be well organized and
carefully managed to avoid a few common problems. Issues that
often result in problems and our suggestions how to avoid these
problems are highlighted below.

LOCATION OF NEW TREES
The superintendent, or the superintendent along with the golf

club's greens committee or men's golf committee should deter-
mine the location for all new trees. If the new tree is to become
an asset to the golf course rather than a liability, it needs to
be properly cited. Ask these important questions regarding the
placement for each new tree. Will the canopy block a vista or
important view for the clubhouse? Will the normal growth of
a mature specimen interfere with the normal play of the game?

No tree should be positioned so that it interferes with a good
shot. Yet, at many golf courses we have observed memorial
trees routinely planted too close to the fairway or adjacent to
the clubhouse. When mature, many of these trees will become
too large for their allotted space. To avoid potential disputes
with the club membership it is important for them to unders-
tand who is responsible for positioning the new trees and why.
SELECTING THE PROPER KINDS OF TREES

Selecting the kinds of trees to use should be determined by
the same individual(s) responsible for locating the new trees.
Donors should be given a list of appropriate kinds of trees and
allowed to make their selection from it. Selecting plants this
way guarantees the use of trees that are well-adapted to the soil
conditions and climate of the golf course, thus avoiding the use
of inferior species. This will help reduce the number of
replacements necessary each year and also reduce the golf clubs'
obligation to replant inferior tree species.

When developing the selection list of trees, be sure to include
species that are native to the course or native to the Chicago
region. These plants have evolved to be tolerant of the soils
and climate of this region. As a rule, these kinds of plants are
less often affected by harmful insects and diseases as compared,
non-native kinds of plants.

Many golf clubs in the Chicago-area have been developed
in areas once dominated by an oak-hickory woods. The native
trees on most of these courses are mature and over-mature, and
are between the ages of 70 to 150 years old. The maintenance
of the turf in these wooded area has not allowed the growth
of young, seedling trees. To maintain the natural ambience at
these courses, the planting of native oak and hickory trees needs
to be initiated. Planting a few trees every year, over a 15 to
20 year period, will help develop a diverse age group of trees.

Attached is a suggested list of trees for golf course planting
in the Chicago-area. This list includes both native and non-native
kinds of trees that perform well when properly sited.
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eDEL TIC INSECTICIDE
Gives last knockdown and long-term
control 01 fleas. ticks and other pests

eBANOl' TURF AND ORNAMENTAL
FUNGICIDE
Controls pythium and phytophthora

e PROXOL' 80SP INSECTICIDE
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(Memorial Trees cont'd.)

PLACEMENT AND LOCATION OF MEMORIAL
PLAQUES

Metal plaques are often used to denote those whom the new-
ly planted tree is memorializing. These plaques are usually at-
tached to the trunk of the tree with nails. This method of labell-
ing requires continued maintenance. Each plaque needs to be
checked every year or two to avoid injury to the trunk. As the
trunk of the tree increases in diameter the plaque needs to be
pulled away from the bark. After being repeatedly moved, the
nails often become loose, requiring placement on another area
of the tree and results in another wound to the tree.

In-ground memorial plaques, although initially more expen-
sive, require less maintenance than those that are attached to
the trunk. Plaques of this type are imbedded into concrete which
are placed at or slightly below grade so a lawn mower can pass
over them without difficulty. Naperville Cemetery, Naperville,
IL is successfully using in-ground plaques to denote memorial
trees. These plaques are made of bronze and are slightly more
than one square foot in size. They are set in a 15" x 15" block
of concrete which is long enough to be set below the frost line
to avoid heaving. Information about plaques can be obtained
from B. Gunther & Company, 4745 Main Street, Suite 107,
Lisle, IL 60532. The cost of each memorial plaque imbedded
in concrete is approximately $100. It is recommended to set
a minimum fee for each memorial tree, so that the fee pays for
the plaque and the newly planted tree.
INITIATE YOUR MEMORIAL TREE PLANTING
PROGRAM

In the fall of 1988, Carl Hopphan, Superintendent at the
Evanston Golf Club, Skokie, II reintroduced tree planting pro-
gram to the members of his course. To promote the program,
Carl held an evening meeting and explained it's organization
to the members. Slides of each kind of tree were shown and
the members were encouraged to ask questions. The members
were given a list oftrees from which to make their selection(s).
This list included the approximate size of the tree and the price,
which included the cost of the labelled plaque. The response
of the membership has been beyond his expectations, and new
trees have already been planted on the course.

Every golf club should offer a memorial tree planting pro-
gram. It is an excellent method to generate additional money
for new tree and replacement planting. Planting well-adapted
kinds of trees in appropriate locations will help guarantee the
continued presence of beautiful trees on your golf course.

(cont'd. page 16)
(NGF cont'd.)
developers and lending institution officers to encourage.them
to consider the many benefits of developing golf courses within
their communities." said Dr. Beditz.

, 'Secondly, we will be following up this initial contact by
distributing a new publication which will offer an overview of
the items to consider when developing a public golf facility. "

The new publication will be available later this year.
"We feel that this two-part approach will not only stimulate

thinking about public golf course development," Dr. Beditz
said, "but will also help stimulate action on the part of these
key decision-makers. Ultimately, this is the goal of the program
'" to have more and more cities, townships and counties develop
golf courses for their citizens."
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EnviroCaster™
Disease Forecasting and
Weather Monitoring System

EnviroCaster, Neogen's sophisticated disease-forecasting
instrument, is going to save you the green! On the course and in
the bank!

With EnviroCaster, you can actually anticipate the onset of Pythium
Blight, Seedhead Formation, and Anthracnose. Then you can make
a preventive spray before these costly, unsightly symptoms blemish
your green ... and your image. Or even avoid an expensive spray
when it's not really needed!

At the touch of a button, EnviroCaster gives you:

• Hourly Weather Data
• Current Pythium/Seedhead/Anthracnose Risk
• Spray Recommendations
• Data to Determine Irrigation Needs and Monitor Turf Stress

EnviroCaster is easy to install and easy to use ... and hard for you
(and your turf) to live without!

For more information, contact your local distributor or Neogen.

620 Lesher Place· Lansing, Michigan 48912-1509·517/372-9200

BiO)barrier™
Root Control System

Typar" Biobarrier ' is a multi-year root control
system consisting of herbicidal time-release
nodules permanently attached to a permeable
geotextile fabric which will inhibit plant root
encroachment in the following areas:

• GreenslTees
• Golf Cart Paths
• Drain Tile
• Tennis Courts
• Swimming Pools
• Sidewalks
• Roads/Curbs

• Building Foundations
• Underground Pipes/Cables
• Utility Stations
• landfills
• Septic Fields
• Waste Burial Sites
• Burial VaultslTombstones

Typar Biobarrier can be installed in the soil
vertically, horizontally or as a surround.

~

Arthur Clesen, Inc.
543 Diens Drive· Wheeling, IL 60090

TO ORDER CALL:
(312) 537-2177 or
FAX (312) 537-2199
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RECOMMENDED TREES

Acer X freemanii
'Autumn Blaze'

Skinner Silver Maple Acer saccharinum 'Skinneri'
Green Mountain Sugar Maple Acer saccharum

'Green Mountain'
Acer saccharum 'Legacy'

Celtis occidentalis
Fraxinus americana

Fraxinum pennsylvanica
'Patmore

Gleditsia triacanthos inermis
'Skyline'

Gleditsia triacanthos inermis
'Imperial

Ginkgo biloba
Gymnocladus dioicus

Quercus bicolor
Quercus macrocarpa

Quercus muehlenbergii
Quercus rubra

Tilia americana
Tilia americana 'Redmond'

TALL TREES
Autumn Blaze Maple

Legacy Sugar Maple
Common Hackberry
White Ash
Patmore Green Ash

Skyline Honeylocust

Imperial Honeylocust

Ginkgo
Kentucky Coffeetree
Swamp White Oak
Bur Oak
Chinkapin Oak
Red Oak
American Linden
Redmond Linden

INTERMEDIATE AND FLOWERING TREES
Hedge Maple Acer campestre
Whitespire Birch Betula playtyphy lla japonica

'Whitespire'

Thornless Cockspur Hawthorn Crataegus crus-galli
v. inermis

Crataegus phaenophyrum
Crataegus viridis

'Winter King'
Adam's Crabapple Malus 'Adams'
Donald Wyman Crabapple Malus 'Donald Wyman'
Japanese Flowering Crab Malus floribunda
Indian Magic Crabapple Malus 'Indian Magic'
Profusion Crabapple Malus 'Profusion'
Red Splendor Crabapple Malus 'Red Splendor'
Redbud Crabapple Malus x zumi v. calocarpa
Hophornbeam Ostyra virginiana
Autumn Blaze Pear Pyrus callery ana 'Autumn Blaze'
Peking Lilac Syringa pekinensis
Japanese Tree Lilac Syringa reticulata

EVERGREENS AND DECIDUOUS CONIFERS
European Larch Larix decidua
Japanese Larch Larix kaempferi
Norway Spruce Picea abies
Black Hills Spruce Picea glauca 'Densata'
Ponderosa Pine Pinus ponderosa
Eastern White Pine Pinus strobus
Bald Cypress Taxodium distichum

Washington Hawthorn
Winter King Hawthorn •

Golf & Turf
•

J W Turf inc
14 N. 937, Rte.20, Hampshire, IL 60140

(312) 683-4653
JOHN DEERE SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

1500 Utility Vehicle

features: A Multi-Function Vehicle Provides Maximum Productivity Spreader, Sprayer or Utility Truck

• SPRAYER ATTACHMENT
- High Capacity, 160-Gallon Tank
- 3-Section Boom Covers 18.5 Feet
- 55 gpm Centrifugal pump
- Main Sprayer Shut-off Valve
- Three Individual Valve Controls

• SPREADER ATTACHMENT
- Ideal For Applying Sand Topdressing,

Fertilizer, Seed, Lime
- 14-Cubic-Foot Hopper
- Adjustable Pendulum Swaths 12 to

40 Feet Wide

• UTILITY BED ATTACHMENT
- 1500-Pound Bed Capacity
- Optional Hydraulic Dump

SEE THE DEERE PERFORM
call Jim Huber
(312) 6834653 •(,~J Nothing Runs Like a Deere"

Servicing Our Customers Is Our Way of Business
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