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Exposing your skin to some pesticides presents a health hazard

and clothing provides a vital protective barrier against the
exposure.

Pesticide applicators can purchase chemical-resistant apparel,
but recent surveys indicate the majority of pesticide users wear
traditional work clothing when mixing, handling, and applying
pesticides. They prefer ordinary work clothing because it is
more comfortable, less expensive and easily available. They
also doubt the need for protective clothing.

A non-punchtured-type Tyvek is one of the disposable
chemical-resistant garments on the market. It is made from spun-
bonded olefin, a non-woven fabric that provides an effective
barrier to many types of chemicals. Although you usually must
dispose of non-woven garments after one use, Tyvek garments
withstand up to four launderings. However, if your clothing
is contaminated with a concentrated chemical, dispose of it
rather than trying to clean it because of safety considerations.
Fabric studies

Testing is under way on Gore- Tex fabric to determine its abili-
ty to provide protection from pesticides. Gore- Tex is a
microporous membrane that is laminated between a shell fabric
and a fabric lining. As a result, Gore- Tex allows perspiration
to pass through the fabric, but it keeps liquid from entering the
outside of the garment and contacting the skin.

A North Central Region research project focused on the in-
fluence of the following characteristics in creating a protective
barrier:

• Fiber content,
• Fabric construction,
• Functional finishes, and
• Laundering methods.

Choosing clothing
Absorbency and wicking are important considerations in

determining chemical resistance. Tests conducted on cotton,
polyester/cotton blends, polyester, nylon, acrylic and spun-
bonded olefin fabrics yielded these results:

• Pure cotton fabric exhibits the highest rate of absorbency,
which means it absorbs a large amount of pesticide solution.
However, less pesticide solution travels to under-clothing or
skin.

• Cotton/polyester blends exhibited moderate absorbency and
wicking.

• Lightweight fabric (broadcloth) demonstrated lower ab-
sorbency than poplin or twill in tests, but it also exhibited very
rapid wicking. Broadcloth's tight weave appears to transport
pesticide solution more rapidly and in greater quantities to under-
clothing or skin.

• Synthetic fiber - acrylic, nylon and polyester - had low
absorbency, but they had the highest wicking levels. Compared
to other fabrics, the pesticide solution flowed rapidly from the
garment to underclothing or skin.

• Spun bonded olefin fabric showed the lowest rate of ab-
sorbency and wicking of the fabrics tested. It provides an ex-
cellent barrier against pesticide penetration and it offers extra
protection when you wear it over work clothes.

• Clothing with a consumer-applied flourocarbon soil-
repellent finish give the same protection as spun-bonded olefin,
but it is more comfortable to wear.

Bo Jo Turf Supply Co
24356 Harvest Hills Ad
Frankton. IL 60423
(815)469-6730

BULK FERTILIZER
PLANT

170 CEDAR AVE.
LAKE VILLA, IL 60046

356-9600

naiad

• P. B.I. Gordon

• Milorganite

• Monsanto Round Up

• F. S. Fertilizers

• Growmark Seed

• Lube Oil

Home Off.ce: Naiad Co Pleasanton. CA (415) 462-5855

Turf Products. lid
2 N 255 Counly Farm Ad
West Chicago. IL 60185
(312) 668-5537/231-8441

TURF
DIVISION

1214W NORTHWEST HWY.
PALATINE, IL 60067

991-4800

~ LAKE-COOK ~
Golf Course • Landscape & Nursery Supplies

(Division of Lake-Cook Farm Supply Co.)

• Elanco Products

• Country Club Fertilizer

• Shaws Fertilizer

• Agri-Plex

• Union Tools

• Fuels
PETROLEUM

DIVISION
101 E. MAIN ST.

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047
540-0100

PEERLESS FENCE CO.
3N381 Powis Rd.
West Chicago, IL

-Chain-Link Fencing -Driving Range Fencing
-Wood Fencing -Tee Protection Fencing
-Special Gates -Wood & Steel Guard-Rails

-Golf Course Work Our Specialty
312/584-7710 Hal Laman

The Wetting Agent with Proven Results.
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