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The 1988 season is one of great challenge throughout the

Great Lakes Region, mostly dealing with water (or lack of it)
and water management (or lack of it). Early on, an unfortunate
few courses relearned the vicious nature of crystalline water
associated with ice sheet damage or freeze/thaw problems which
caused winterkill of Poa aDDua. Not too long after the damage
became evident, the pattern for the season was set - this was
NOT to be a wet season. Few folks missed the opportunity in
May to let the courses dry down to suppress the vigor of Poa
annua. There was no warm, spring rain to get things started,
though, and stolon growth on greens was slow to develop.

Irrigation became an all-encompassing chore at all but a hand-
ful of courses and water was applied with reckless abandon dur-
ing the two or three months of southwestern weather we en-
joyed. High evapotranspiration kept the pumps going and the •
sale of hose and rollerbase sprinklers reached an all-time high.
Where an adequate supply of water was at hand and where there
were enough hands to supplement irrigation systems, things
couldn't have been better. Fungicide inventories gathered dust
and trade-ins were being discussed ... until the last week of July
or the first in August.

What hit the fan then was normal Midwestern weather -
humidity and continuing heat. All of a sudden the applied water
didn't go away. It hung around in the soil or thatch t.o act like
a heat exchange out of commission. It kept absorbing daytime
heat to keep things cozy at night. The outward re-radiation of
heat at night was reduced and our temporary desert climate was
replaced by a sauna. The fungicide folks were solvent again.
Poa annna began to make its summer trip south, which is real-
ly unfair after all the water that had been poured on to keep
it alive for two months. Reality returned.

About then, I wondered why we spend so much time, money
and effort on the control of Poa aDDua, but when it goes away
without any help why do we spend so much time, money and
effort to replace P .a. at the inopportune time that it departs?
Or is it a demand by golfers that green is the only acceptable
color, no matter what? Hopefully, Green Committee people
recognized that all things in nature are beyond the total control
of people and despite our most up-to-date practices, some plants
just sicken and die. And rather than becoming paranoid about •
losses, they will remain content with the turf that was saved.
The spread of bentgrass in fairways did keep on keeping on -
with less competition, so there was a bright side to the P. a.
losses.

(continued on page 10)
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One-Step Appllcalion. NAIAD
Metering Pumps InJect NAIAD
Directly Into I"'gallon
System. Or Use The
NAIAD rencher
Tool For Trouble
Spot Appli-
cations

The Wetting Agent with Proven Results.
Over 800 Golf Courses in the U.S.A.
use NAIAD Central Injection Systems.

THE SAVING ...
More I"'gallon Water Goes Directly Into The SOil

Greener. More Unllorm Turf Color .Includlng Banks And Slopes
THE LOOK ...
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Arthur Clesen, Inc.
543 Diens Drive, Wheeling, IL60090

Accurate Spraying with
"CHEM-PRO" •
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We have a lot to offer,
Tryus for your

...
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Rick Elyea
Technical Representative

1035 Chelsea Lane
Auror •. Illinois 60505
Telephone: 312/820-2800

• Stainless tank
• Four-way stainless

jet agitator
• Float gauge with

gallon indicator

~
ProTurf.

For a demonstration, call:
(312) 537-2177

Call your
Tech Rep today.

during the
ProTurf@
Pre-Season Sale

Precision Spray Equipment for Professional Turf Managers
. . . that's Chern-Pro, a Division of Chern-Farm, Inc.

Ask anyone who uses Chern-Pro Sprayers, they all say, "It
is the most accurate spray unit I have ever used." Features
make the difference.
• Metercone Nozzles
• Level float boom
• Metered manifold
• Whirlfilter
• Magnetic mount electric

control center
• Meter flow pump

The true unfortunates this year are those whose water supply
ran out, was cut off or perhaps worse yet, those whose water
supply went bad. The contamination will have a prolonged ef-
fect on the soil. This did happen to courses in Canton, Illinois
with sudden salt buildup and in Big Sky, Montana where the
sewage effluent used for irrigation became a cause of turf
deterioration. Both of these cases are reminders to have water
analyses done every couple of years to track the condition of
irrigation water. Had it not been for Brad Anderson's annual
check at Canton, it is likely that the sudden rise in salinity would
have gone undetected until the turf and trees were dead or
severely damaged .

Water woes invoke the inevitable comments about poor
drainage. Continued observations prove that greens built under
exact Green Section specifications continue to perform ad-
mirably. Laboratory determinations continue to show that many
peats are unfit for use with sands acceptable for putting green
use because they have too much silt and/or clay in them. Like
water, topdressing mixes should be checked periodically.

Incidentally, the USGA session at the North Central Turf Ex-
po at Pheasant Run will feature all of the facets of Master Plan-
ning plus a description of the total renovation of the North
Course at Detroit Golf Club this fall, by Superintendent Clem
Wolfrom. Superintendents who are interested in course im-
provement should encourage their Committee Chairmen to at-
tend this morning session on Tuesday, December 6.

Localized Dry Spots (L. D. S.) were prevalent again this year
in sandy mixtures - even on one new Wisconsin green - in
April - before it had ever been mowed. L.D.S. were also
prevalent on a set of Wisconsin greens that had never seen sand
or much topdressing of any sort, with a two inch thatch under
the playing surface.

This brings us to Rock Irons. There is a nice little course near
the headwaters of the Missouri River, where the largest selling
item in the golf shop are Rock Irons. The fairways are so stony
that no one wants to break their new clubs - so they buy used
4, 5 and 6 irons for use in the worst areas. If they break 'em
they just throwaway the pieces and get another. That course,
by the way, has a very active caddy program based on the
Western Golf Association setup that is doing exceptionally well.
How many 9-hole courses have 12 fully-qualified Class A cad-
dies available?

One final note on quality at the end of a very stressful sum-
mer. The Chairman of the USGA Senior Amateur Champion-
ship Committee told the contestants at the contestants dinner
September 19, that the Milwaukee Country Club was only the
second course in his 28 (or 38) years of attending champion-
ships, which required no white paint. The only directive that
the USGA's Tom Meeks gave to Superintendent Danny Quast
was "Don't Change Anything!"

And that was "The Summer of '88." Some good, more bad.
As we improve our understanding of water management under
the environmental and cultural stresses to which golf turf is sub-
jected, we will be better able to cope with similar problems in
the future.

(Rock Irons, Roller Bases continued)
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