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Flowerbed Preparation
and Maintenance

by David Ward
Ravisloe Country Club

Most Golf Course Superintendents are hired because of their
knowledge and ability to grow grass and provide excellent play-
ing conditions. Today, however, flowers on the golf course and
in the clubhouse landscape have become an important criterion
for judging a Superintendents abilities. Unfortunately, most of
our training and experience does not prepare us to deal effec-
tively with flowers. The selection and combination of flowers
used is a matter of taste but the success of the flowers selected
depends on the preparation and maintenance of the flowerbed.
The following procedures have evolved through several years
of trial and error and failures and successes here at Ravisloe
and might serve as a guide to make your flowerbeds easier to
maintain.

The crucial aspect of any flower program is soil preparation.
The most important component of the soil for growing flowers
is organic matter. Any type of horticultural organic matter,
mushroom compost, leaf mold, rotted manure, peat moss, etc.,
should be added yearly to improve the soil in flowerbeds.

At Ravisloe Country Club, the source of organic matter is
leaf compost. All organic material including grass clippings,
leaves, last years flowers, and residue from aerification is col-
lection and composted. The collection site is an area large
enough to allow for monthly turning of the pile with a front-
end loader. The material is composted for a year before use
so that a new pile is building while an old pile is used. The com-
post is ready for use when it no longer heats up after turning
and it has the consistency of loose soil. The process can be
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SOME WORKERS DON'T KNOW WHEN TO QUIT.
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GROUND COVERS PART SHADE
Astilbe chinensis 'Pumila' Dwarf Chinese Astilbe
Epimedium x rurbrum Red Alpine Epimedium
Galium odoratum Sweet Woodruff
Lamium maculatum Silver Beacon

PERENNIAL SOURCES
Bluestone Perennials Inc.
7211 Middle Ridge Road
Madison, OH 44057 (216) 428-7535

Iverson's Perennial Gardens
Box 2787 RFD c/

Hicks Road (Old Route 53) at Lake-Cook Road
Long Grove, IL 60047

Milaeger's Gardens
4838 Douglas Avenue
Racine, WI 53402
(414) 639-2371

Spring Hill Nurseries
110 West Elm Street
Tipp City, OH 45371
T and Z Nursery, Inc. (The Planter's Palette)
28 West 521 Roosevelt Road
Winfield, IL 60190
(312) 293-1040

K. Van Bourgondien and Sons Inc.
245 Farmingdale Road
Babylon, NY 11702
(800) 832-5860

Wayside Gardens
Hodges, SC 29695
(800) 845-1124

The Natural Garden
38W443 Highway 64
St. Charles, IL 60174
(312) 584-0150

GXT-1500

LEE BRUCE
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

2830 W. BELTLlNE HWY. • P.O. BOX 330
MIDDLETON, WI 53562
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E-Z-Go Chicago Branch
P.O. BOI S48
24404 N. Highway 12
Lake Zurich. Illinois 60047
312/436-5511
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The Wetting Agent with Proven Results.
Over BOO Golf Courses in the U.S.A.
use NAIAD Central Injection Systems.

THE LOOK ...
Greener. More Uniform Turt Color .Includlng Banks And Slopes

THE SAVING ...
More Irrlgatoon Water Goes Olfectly Into The SOil

naiad
Turt Products. LId
2 N 255 County Farm Rd
West Chicago. IL 60185
(312) 668-5537 I 231-8441

Bo Jo Turt Supply Co
24356 Harvest Hills Rd
Frankfort. IL 60423
(815) 469-6730

Home Office: Naoad Co Pleasanton. CA (415) 462-5855

PEERLESS FENCE CO.
3N381 Powis Rd.
West Chicago, IL

-Chain-Link Fencing -Driving Range Fencing
-Wood Fencing -Tee Protection Fencing
-Special Gates -Wood & Steel Guard-Rails

-Golf Course Work Our Specialty
312/584-7710 Hal Laman

"Golf Course Work a Specialty"

LEMONT PAVING CO.
Lemont, IL 60439

Jim, Tracy, Ray Murphy 257-6701

it
~.LAKE COOK

~ FARM
~ SUPPLY

Landscapers' Nurserymen' Golf Courses
• Turf and Agricultural Chemicals
• Common and Elite Turf Grass Seed
• Union Fork Tools
• Peat Moss - Bark - Mulches
• Root Lowell Sprayers
• Shaws and F.S. Fertilizers

WHOLESALE
SUPPLIER for

CUSTOM BLENDING OF BULK FERTILIZERS
OUR SPECIAL TV

Pickup or Delivered from our Bulk Fertilizer Plant
Custom Fertilizer Spreading Available

DISTRIBUTORS OF F.S. PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

GASOLINE. LUBE OIL. DIESEL FUEL

(§J LAKE COOKFARM SUPPLY
PETROLEUM TURF BULK FERTILIZER

DIVISION DIVISION PLANT
101 E. MAIN ST. 1214W NORTHWEST HWY. 170 CEDAR-AVE.

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 PALATINE, IL 60067 LAKE VILLA, IL 60046
540-0100 991-4800 356·9600

(Flowerbed Prep. cont'd.)

hastened with the addition of lime, nitrogen, and a little soil.
Flowerbed preparation begins in the fall after the first killing

frost and the removal of all the previous year's annuals. A six •
inch layer of compost is applied over all of the flowerbeds along
with about one pound per thousand square feet of a 10-10-10
or a 12-12-12 fertilizer. The beds are then rototilled to a depth
of ten inches which allows the compost to break down further
over the winter. The beds are then raked smooth and edged for
a neat appearance through the winter.

In the spring, the beds are rototilled as soon as the soil is
workable. Then, one week before planting, (planting usually
occurs the last week in May), the beds receive the following
nutrient formula:

SIbs. / 1,000 sq. ft. Dispersal
2 Ibs./l,ooO sq. ft. Iron Sulfate

40 Ibs./l,Ooo sq. ft. Milorganite
10 lbs./l ,000 sq. ft. 0-46-0
10 lbs./l,ooo sq. ft. 0-0-50
.5 lbs./l,ooo sq. ft. Subdue 5G
10 lbs./l,ooo sq. ft. Aqua Gros S

All beds are measured, the amount of material needed
calculated, the material is weighed on a small scale, and is ap-
plied to the bed by hand or with a small push spreader. This
formula may seem high in nitrogen, (2.4 lbs./ 1,000 sq. ft. plus
the nitrogen released from organic matter breakdown) however,
with the slow release of a organic nitrogen and the genetic
predisposition of today' s annuals to bloom, no excessive foliage
or lack of flowers has been observed. After all the material has
been added, the beds are again rototilled to a depth of ten in- •
ches, raked smooth and edged.

The flowerbeds, which were actually designed the previous
winter, are laid out and planted. The spacing is usually closer
than specified on the plant label so that the foliage will grow
together faster, shading the soil which helps control weeds and
evaporation. Also the beds look more mature earlier when plants
are spaced closer. The rule of thumb is to reduce planting space
about 30% so if a plant calls for 12" spacing, the actual spac-
ing is about 8".

Growing season maintenance includes weed and disease con-
trol. Beds are checked daily for obvious weeds and a thorough
weeding is scheduled every two weeks. The beds are sprayed
about every two weeks in the heat and humidity of the summer
with Tersan 1991 and Manzate 200 or Duosan. Annuals like
Snapdragons, which are susceptible to root diseases, are
retreated with Subdue about mid summer. Deadheading, or
removing spent flowers from the plants, is also scheduled every
two weeks. Due to the large organic matter content of the soil,
plants only need to be watered once a week if no natural rain-
fall occurs. Some plants, such as Begonias or Impatiens may
need more frequent irrigation if not grown in total shade. All
beds are edged on Fridays throughout the growing season.

Labor requirements at Ravisloe for maintenance of the
clubhouse area, annual and perennial flowerbeds, and landscape
areas includes a full time head gardener, a seasonal full time .-
assistant gardener, and a seasonal full time laborer. The budget
for purchase of plant material and related garden items is $3,300
per year.

After the first killing frost, all of the annuals are removed
to the compost pile and the process begins again.
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