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replace their entire greens, and you can't blame the replace-
ment solely on Toronto bentgrass, for that strain has been used
for sixty years or more. You can't blame it on some "new"
specific bacterial wilt either for that organism has been around
for thousands, perhaps millions of years. What you can blame
it on is over-stressing a grass plant by mowing the grass too
short and thus making it susceptible to a disease that normally
would not cause a problem. Just as a minor infection can kill
a severely weakened human, so can a minor disorder kill a
severely weakened plant.

Plant pathologists are beginning to report bacterial wilt on
all bentgrass varieties and not just C-15 Toronto. Their only
common denominator is short mowing.

Golf should first be good, healthy recreation that provides
hours of pleasure. This pleasure is intensified when played amid
the beauty of a well-maintained sea of turfgrass. Furthermore,
golf should be a game requiring a blend of strength, skill and
strategy, with some luck thrown in as spice. So using these in-
gredients of golf, the most pleasurable blend is one that tests
golfing skills, on goof turf conditions, that requires judgment
and execution. To my mind risking this blend for the sake of
super fast greens is a poor trade-off. Let's settle for everyday
greens that roll 7 V2 to 8 feet with the Stimpmeter and everyone
from golf course architects to skyscraper architects can enjoy
the entire spectrum of pleasure that golf has to offer.
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BENT GRASS SOD
Grown In Fumigated Soil
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Dreams. We All Have Them
by Edwin Wollenberg, Retired Supt.

Sometime ago I read an article, stating that a hole-in-one is
not really all that rare. There have been something like 650,000
of them reported since the start of the Golf Digest Hole In One
Clearing House, which was in 1952.

Nonetheless, I will share with you a little story of one more,
which I know will never be accepted by the Clearing House,
but to me it was the most impressive golf shot of the century:
MINE.

It was a slightly overcast day, breezy, and a mild threat of
rain. Jim Byrd, congenial bartender of the American Legion
and member of my foursome, drove the cart up to the No.7
tee at Mangrove Bay Golf Club.

Jim, as is his custom, was having a miserable round and, as
is not my custom, I wasn't far behind. But what the heck, it
was still fun. My philosophy is that any round of golf, however
poorly played, is more fun than no golf at all.

Anyway, No.7 at Mangrove Bay is marked at 154 yards from
the white tees, which is what we were playing. It's over the
water but nonetheless is rated as 17 in the difficulty rating. Don't
believe it. It's a treacherous hole, intimidating, laden with pro-
blems to test the best. Jim, not surprisingly, put his tee shot
in the water.

I dug around in my bag for a ball.
, ,Wollenberg is looking for a water ball. Hah hah, " bellow-

ed Jim to the other two members of the foursome.
I ignored him - which wasn't easy to do - stepped up, 7

iron in hand. I dug in, waggled a bit, and cut loose with my
beautiful fluid swing, as taught to me by George Capune at the
Gary Country Club in 1961.

"You're gonna like that one," said Jim.
"Of course, (my conceit returning), I'm a pretty good golfer

you know," I replied.
Because the cup was cut in front of the green, and hidden

by some reeds and bulrushes, I never saw the ball hit the green.
We drove up to the green, but failed to see my ball. Dam-

mit, it must have bounced off the green and into the trap.
Sooo, I walked slowly up to the flag, my heart beating with

the rapidity of a jackhammer, thinking, no, it really couldn't
be in the hole. But yes, there it was. The dingy Titlist - okay,
so I'd hit a water ball - was in the hole. An ACE. An ace,
an ace, I got an ace, I kept saying.

And on to the next hole, where I lined a drive down the mid-
dle like it was shot from a 30-30 rifle, a driveatleast 250 yards.
Easy game. Nothing to it I thought, as my confidence and con-
ceit gained momentum. But then back to reality: Approach shot
into the sand, two shots to get out, three putts, a triple bogey
seven. But I didn't really care, Ijust wanted to get through with
the round and get out of there, have a beer or something more
alcoholic, buy everyone else a drink, as is the custom for anyone
getting an ace.

Of course, we ended up at the Legion for this celebration,
and that's where my wife caught up with me.

"Honey, I got an ace. A hole in one", I shouted to her.
"Honey", she replied, "I don't give a damn. Get your butt

home. It's your turn to cook tonight, in case you forgot".
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I reminded her: Honey, I may be retired, but I'm a golf
course superintendent. It's essential that I play and follow the
traditions of golf, which include indulging in a drink or two
or three after an ace.

She was not sympathetic, which like an ace, is not all that rare.
It was here that I was awakened by "natures" call.
I have mixed emotions, but I think I'm glad this was only

a dream. It could have been a living nightmare.
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~~~~E~~T~ 5-or 7-GANG
FAIRWA Y MOWER
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1/ FLOATING HEAD TO FOLLOW CONTOURS
1/ EASY TO TRANSPORT AND BACKLAP
1/ SMALL POWER REQUIREMENTS ALLOW
LESS COMPACTION, LESS FUEL CONSUMPTION

1/ P.T.O. DESIGN ALLOWS SUCCESSFUL MOW
ING EVEN WHEN WET

1/ VARIABLE FREQUENCY OF CUT ENSURES THE
HIGHEST QUALITY OF CUT

~ FOR DEMONSTRATION, CALL
~ CHRISTENSEN
~ POWER
f!!JlI EBUIPMENT

MONEE·MANHATTAN ROAD
815 469·5898 FRANKFORT, IL 60423
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Starlin' Easy,
Runnin' Strongl

TRIMMER/BRUSHCUTTER TRIMS
TOUGHEST JOBS DOWN TO SIZE!

• Best choice for heavy-duty use
• Powerful 21.2cc engine
• Excellent power-to weight ratio
• Rugged. durable - loaded with

comfort features
• Accepts a variety of blade

attachments
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MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES. INC.
lfi400 SOUTH l04th AVENUE

ORLAND PARK, IT. fi04fi2
PHONE: 349-8430

Irrigation Engineering Co.
...SOUND ENGINEERING and QUALITY MATERIALS

Your Exclusive
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Distributor

9242 BROADWAY • BROOKFIELD, IL 60513
(312) 485·6023


