
Update at Purdue
A Turfgrass Extension Specialist will be hired to join the

faculty of the Department of Agronomy at Purdue University.
This person will fill the opening created when Dr. Freeborg
retired. The funding for this position will come from state ap-
propriations to Purdue University. This will be the first time
that two turfgrass specialists at Purdue University will be sup-
ported by state funds.

The individual hired as the Turfgrass Extension Specialists
will be responsible for planning and coordinating the annual
Turf Conference, Turf Field Day and Turf and Ornamental
Pesticide Use Seminars. This individual will also interact with
professional turf managers through meetings, newsletters and
publications in trade magazines. A portion of the Turfgrass Ex-
tension Specialist's time will be spent to help homeowners with
their turf problems. This will be accomplished by training ses-
sion for County Agents and writing extension bulletins. The
individual hired will also devote some time to research in an
area of his interest.

Dr. Throssell will be responsible for teaching all the turfgrass
courses and be the leader of the turfgrass research efforts. Dr.
Throssell will continue to serve as Executive Secretary of the
Midwest Regional Turf Foundation and participate in extension
activities.

The presence of two individuals at Purdue devoting all their
time to turf grass is a major step forward for the turfgrass pro-
gram. This will allow us to be more active in teaching, research
and extension. Since the Turfgrass Extension Specialist's salary
will be paid for by state appropriations the money raised by
the Midwest Regional Turf Foundation can be directed toward
research. Once an individual is hired and familiar with the posi-
tion we will be able to accomplish much more than we have
in the past.

The Turfgrass Extension Specialist position is open im-
mediately and qualified applicants are encouraged to apply. The
minimum educational requirement is an M. S. degree with
specialization in turfgrass science. Practical experience work-
ing with turfgrass would be helpful. Interested individuals can
apply to or contact Dr. Clark Throssell, Department of
Agronomy, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 47907,
(317) 494-4785.

Planting Lawngrass Seed
by the Square Inch

Ever wonder about how lawngrass seeding rates are deter-
mined? Calculations start with the knowledge that about 6
lawngrass plants per square inch are needed in an established
lawn. To get 6 established plants, some 12 seeds per square
inch are required in the seeding process. Some seeds will be
raked in too deep and others are left on the surface. Neither
of these are likely to become well established. Birds may eat
some seeds and rainfall may wash other seed away. Not all seeds
have equal vigor and some may produce weak seedlings that
die from damping off diseases. Experience has shown that about
two seeds need be planted for everyone that develops into the
mature lawn. Since lawngrass seed is so inexpensive, these
recommended seeding rates prove to be economical. Use of less
than recommended seeding rates will cause the new lawn to be
open and weedy and take longer to mature into high quality turf.
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PRAIRIE PLUGS
FROM COUNTRY ROAD GREENHOUSES, INC.

MULTIPLY THE VALUE OF PRAIRIE
INSTALLATIONS
Use established plants to supplement direct
seeded prairie plantings. Prairie Plugs can be
planted in highly visible locations for maximum
impact.

REDUCE THE WAITING TIME
Introduce colorful perennial wildflowers to
show your customers a faster return on their
investment.

MAKE YOUR INSTALLATION A
SUCCESS
Use Prairie Plugs in your next project.
Country Road Greenhouses offers a large
variety of one- and two-year-old hardy
native perennials.

P.O. BOX 74. R.R. #1 • MALTA, IL 60150
PHONE: (815) 825·2305
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TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS
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CENTURY CONTRACTORS, INC.
6401 W. 75 St., Bedford Park, IL (312) 496-0450

GOLF COURSE EXCA VATING
GREEN CONSTRUCTION

Will tailor any project to include your
personnel to keep your costs down.


