
Problems Most Frequently Associated
with Lawns

'Most of the problems associated with lawn care are basical-
ly caused by Man." Let's take a closer look at this statement.

It is Man's desire to have a lawn, in a particular soil, in a
certain location, at a specific amount in time, in accordance with
his own selfish desires.

Man selects a specific site that has a certain kind of soil already
existing (most often this soil is non-supportive for grasses). He
does not take into consideration that the soil or the site is not
ideal for growing lawns. He does not consider that this grass
plant may have certain requirements necessary for growth. He
doesn't even attempt to find out if any of these requirements
can be met, or even to find out what the requirements actually
are.

As a final requirement, Man expects to grow a pure strain
of grass. He demands that there are no foreign plants (broadleaf
weeds and wild grasses), that each grass blade looks exactly
the same as all other blades, and that the grass be dense, deep-
green and beautiful at all times.

The problem is Man! He expects all of these things without
knowing or realizing the requirements, the obstacles, or the pro-
blems associated with attempting to obtain such a pure state of
plant growth.
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Unfavorable Temperatures for Lawns
At times when temperatures within the root zone are not

favorable for growth or when air temperatures are not favorable
for foliar development, lawn care practices are not likely to pro-
duce desirable results. For cool season [northern] grasses, soil
temperatures above 65 degrees Fahrenheit increasingly prohibit
root development. When soil temperatures in the upper 70s and
low 80s are reached, root growth stops completely. For these
grasses, air temperatures above 75 degrees Fahrenheit, especial-
ly at night, cause increased rates of respiration that drain the
grasses of reserve carbohydrates and cause them to lose vigor.
For warm season [southern] grasses, root growth slows down
when soil temperatures drop below 75 degrees Fahrenheit. As
soils cool down progressively, root development ceases as
temperatures drop into the low 60s: For these grasses, growth
of foliage starts to slow down as temperatures drop below 80
degrees Fahrenheit. Through a 30 degree Fahrenheit range down
to 50 degrees, this decline continues until all growth ceases and
the turf makes final adjustments for winter dormancy.

Adjustment of Mowing Height
Raise your lawnmower height of cut by only 1/8 inch and

next time you mow, your lawngrasses will have close to 300
square feet more leaf surface for each 1000 square feet of lawn.
This would be equivalent to one big extra leaf 25 feet long and
12 feet wide that, in addition to the other leaves, will help keep
your lawn vigorous, healthy and more easy to maintain.
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