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President's Message
I am sure everyone is aware by now that our Board of Direc-

tors upon the recommendation of the audit committee has pro-
posed a dues increase. The proposed increase will be voted on
at the Annual Meeting in November.

Now that you have had a few weeks to think about it, many
members are asking the question, "Why do we need a dues in-
crease?" In order to fully understand the need for a dues in-
crease it is first necessary to understand the goals of MAGCS
as an organization. Why do we exist?

1. To provide an organized forum for meetings, that allows
interaction with fellow professionals as well as others interested
in our profession.

2. To provide educational opportunities for our members
above and beyond university and national turf conferences.

3. To provide a quality monthly publication that provides in-
formation; as well as a vehicle for our members to express
themselves.

4. To promote scholarship and research in Illinois as well
as on a national level.

5. To act as an intermediary between GCSAA and other na-
tional level golf related organizations.

6. To continue to organize ourselves as professionals and pro-
mote this perception on a local and national level.

As we all know the Board of Directors has been providing
us with all the -services mentioned in my brief outline, along
with others. In order to maintain this level of service and pro-
gress as an organization we do require a dues increase to cover
the increased expense of operating.

To better understand this, let us look at the association's finan-
cial situation over the. past three years.

1984 Actual 1985Actual 1986Budgeted
Income $64,399.58 $76,132.06 $85,430.80
Expenses $50,174.19 $67,853.26 $80,940.00
Cash on Hand
Year End $14,225.39 $ 8,278.80 $ 4,490.80
As one can see, it is evident that we are depleting our cash
reserves at an alarming rate. Why?

1. In order to comply with state and federal laws MAGCS
has now become MAGCS Inc. In doing so we have assumed
tax liabilities, attorneys fees, and auditing fees.

2. Due to this restructuring, salaried positions within the
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organization were adjusted accordingly.
3. Postage and handling fees have more than doubled in the

last two years.
4. Over all operating expenses; which cover office supplies,

host superintendent gifts, flowers, hospitality suites, printing
ofthe directory, and operation of the Bull Sheet, have all risen
dramatically over the past six years.
Note: Donations to scholarship and research have not been in-
creased in the past three years nor has there been any expenses
incurred due to Public Relations activities.

In short, in order to maintain the association at the level we
have all grown accustomed to, we must restructure our dues
payment to meet the growing financial requirements.

As our association continues to grow both in size and scope,
it is the job of your elected officials to offer suggestions and
direction as to where we as an association want to be. Our
recommendation of a dues increase after six years is warranted.
The combination of increased operating expenses and the desire
to progress in order to keep pace with other professional
organizations in the golfing community are the primary reasons
for a dues increase.

As in any case, the more we as individuals are recognized
as professionals the greater our responsibilities become. In
retrospect the more professional our organization becomes, the
greater the responsibility of its' President and Board of
Directors.

We as the leaders of this association see the proposal of a
dues increase as a responsibility. A responsibility that we as
elected officials have to maintain the professional level of our
organization both now and in the future. I am confident that
the membership will accept and support the Board on this mat-
ter. I also would like to make it clear to every member that the
members of the Board of Directors are available to discuss ques-
tions concerning the dues increase and that, as always, the finan-
cial report concerning the associations activities will be
presented at the Annual Meeting. I hope to see you all there.

David R. Behrman, CGCS

Disease Highlights (?)
from Summer '86

by R. T. Kane
U of I1CDGA Turf Advisor

Of the many different types of turf diseases I observed this
year, several were recurring and potentially destructive pro-
blems that should be of general interest to area superintendents.
Three major diseases that occurred during the summer of 1986
were: nematode damage on sand topdressed greens, bacterial
wilt, and Poa annua "decline" in fairways.

Plant parasitic nematodes are present in all soils; however,
the damage observed depends on nematode populations and
species present, as well as on the severity of stresses imposed
on parasitized plants. Severe nematode damage has most often
been observed on soil (or soil mix) base greens with a layer
of sand topdressing (incl. 80:20) of an inch or more. No

nematode problems on tees or fairways were encountered,
although sand topdressed tees may be at risk. Layered sand top-
dressing apparently favors nematode feeding and population in-
creases because of optimal moisture, aeration, and porosity.
Also, severe symptoms may be more likely to occur on sand
topdressed greens because of higher surface temperatures,
restricted root depth, and rapid water and nutrient fluctuations
- all of which can occur in the sand layer and add additional
stress to plants.

Nematode infested putting greens may appear yellowed or
off color, and have shallow, poorly developed root systems.
Infested greens show little or no response to fertilization or other
treatments. In some cases, patchy areas of greens are affected
since nematodes often feed preferentially on different types of
grasses. Also, nematode populations may spread slowly from
an initial point, which also can lead to patchy symptoms. Pat-
ches may appear yellow or silver grey, and show signs of wilting
during the day with recovery overnight. When populations are
high (300-1000/1 OOccof soil) and heat or other stress occurs,
plants will rapidly wilt and die, even when soil moisture is high.
Severe problems usually occur on one or a few greens per course
- those greens that are subject to the greatest stress due to poor
location, construction, design, etc. generally go first, although
other greens may have developed equally high populations.

Nematode problems are not easily diagnosed. Shallow,
swollen roots and patchy wilted areas are clues. The best
evidence for nematode problems can only be gained by obtain-
ing a lab analysis of population density. Indirect evidence can
also be gained by conducting a nematicide strip test. Recom-
mended nematicides include Nemacur, Mocap, and Dasanit.
These products are highly toxic (LDso4-60 ppm), must be ap-
plied as labelled, and must be drenched into the rootzone to
avoid phyto-and mammalian toxicity.

Bacterial wilt was very severe this year on susceptible C-15
bentgrasses. The disease was first observed at the end of May,
but became more severe with the high heat and excessive rain-
fall in early to mid July. The heat and rain provided ideal con-
ditions for disease development since moisture and stress are
important contributing factors.

Bacterial wilt was also found (much to my surprise) on old
"south German" or "Washington" type bent greens. In these
cases, the disease was confined to particular clones or segregants
- the entire green did not appear to be in jeopardy. In this form,
bacterial wilt can be mistaken for anthracnose, dollar spot, red
leaf spot, or other maladies. Greens with a high percentage of
Poa will quickly fill in, and the problem may go unnoticed.
If the disease becomes serious enough, symptom suppression
can be obtained with the tetracycline antibiotic Mycoshield.

Hopefully, bacterial wilt has run its course in the Chicago
area. However, there are still some clubs with C-15 bentgrass
on one or few greens, tees, aprons, or fairways. I have en-
countered sevral occurrances of bacterial wilt on courses where
reconstruction of 1-3 greens was carried out in the 1960's or
70's and the greens were stolonized or sodded with C-15. The
relative isolation of these greens may have delayed the onset
of bacterial wilt or slowed the development of severe syrnp-
toms until this summer.

Also this summer, I observed several cases where Poa an-
nua decline occurred in distinct, small, circular patches. Plants
on the edges of the patches were often stunted and yellowed.

(cont'd. page 4)
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