
Nels J. Johnson
Tree Experts, Inc.
I appreciate the opportunity to

relate some of my early ex-
periences and training, practical
and academic for becoming an
Arborist.

Born in Sweden my boyhood
years were spent in the forest,
meadows, rivers and the moors.
Swedish forest population is
made up of Beech, Oak and a
mixture of other decidious trees
such as Lindens, Ash, European
Alder, Willows, Aspen and Wild
Cherry. Fifty four percent of the
area of Sweden is forested with
conifers; such as Spruce, Pine be-
ing predominant and accounting
for the heavy lumber industry.
The forests with its rich flora and
wildlife fascinated me and I ear-
ly made contact with foresters
who were always respected by the
common people.

While still in grade school, dur-
ing semesters I worked;
transplanting seedlings in the
forest nurseries and later also planting the Pine and Spruce seedl-
ings in the "badlands"; moors not suitable for agriculture. To-
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The forest I planted when just in grade school.
day, those plants are mature trees ready to be harvested. After
graduating from grade school I secured employment as a
gardener apprentice at Christinehof; a large estate with the corps
de logis being built during the latter part of the 17th century
and owned by Count Piper. In order to be accepted at any pro-
fessional school, forestry, gardening, agronomy, three - four
years of practical experience were mandatory for the applicant
and I was no exception. Besides myself there were 3-4 other
apprentices under the direction of a graduate head gardener.
There were conservatories for grapes and peaches, and also for
flowering plants. Considerable acreage was covered with
nursery stock, perennials and vegetables. The area around the
mansion was terraced with walks, turf and flower borders.
Because of a rather harsh climate, grapes and peaches were

(cont'd page 18)

TREES?

Williamson!
IS IT REALLY THAT EASY?

YES !!

8c ASSOCIATES.

Chicago's Largest Tree Spade Fleet
7 Spades 50 - 90"

Supply - Plant - Transplant
Trees from 3 - 10" cal.

Route 2, Huntley, I L 60142 (312) 669-5353

SOIL SAMPLES CAN HELP
• Produce disease resistant. high-vitality plants
• Grow nursery stock faster. sell faster
• Estimate jobs more accurately
• Cut replacement costs "r S-I
And it's done as easily as .. 0p. 0 I

mailing a letter! T to SoCes log ervace o.
Call or mail your soil
27 Ash Street. Frankfort, IL 60423 815/469-2530

NATIONAL CHEMSEARCH CORP.
1001 Craig Road

St. Louis, Missouri 63146

KILLIAN
DESIGN GROUP INCORPORATED

GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTS
639 First Bank Drive. Palatine. Illinois &Xl67 (312) 358·8884

-16-



(Nels J. Johnson cont'd.)

Christinehof, the mansion where ghosts nightly held forth.

grown under glass. The castle or mansion was surrounded "by
deep forests and also some rather wide fields. During the winters
because of inclement weather making my trip home difficult,
I stayed in an auxiliary building. The apprentice quarter had
a large fireplace and was quite comfortable. However, the local
population told so many gruesome ghost stories that I some
nights did not feel too well at ease. The constant nocturnal noises
also at times disturbed me. But for a stubborn belief in the pro-
tection of a greater power, I would not have stayed overnights.
After aboutone year and a half! became an apprentice at "Villa
viola"; a rather extensive greenhouse complex some 400 miles
from my home. All employees had room and board furnished
by the employer, Mr. Forsberg.

Mr. Forsberg was a fine person and I liked cultivating flowers
for the trade. However, after about one year I was employed
by the City parks of Uppsala. This year Uppsala is celebrating

Priced Competitively ...
Quality Products ...

II1\0-" "Or~ ·ce.se"" You gel last, courteous, service
from Arthur Clesen. We've staked
our reputation on it. Try us and

'Immediate Delivery 01. ••' see the difference.

• Chemicals
• Decorative Mulches
• Fertilizers
• Grall Seed

II Mulches
• Hand Tools
• Hose II Fittings

• Ice Melt
• Marking Paint
• 011Absorbents
• Soli Conditioners

• Soli Stabilizers
• Sprayers
• Spreaders

Arthur Clesen, Inc.
543 Diens Dr. • Wheeling, IL 60090

Call 312-537-2177
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We specialize in

"TRAP SAND"

This is also great for use in blending with
Top Dressing.

Terry Maier
Plano, Illinois 312/552-8753

ROSEMAN
2620 eRA WFORD AVE. 864-1842

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS

TILLER RAKES

LEL Y SPREADERS

SEEDERS

ROTO TILLERS

HOMELITE CHAIN SAWS

FORD TRACTORS

DEDOES AERIFIER

LOADERS

LEAF MULCHERS

ROT ARY MOWERS

HOMELITE PUMPS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • RENTALS

Thif-Seed, Inc. proudly presents
Anthony A. 'Tony' Meyer
101161st Street 312/969-1898
Lisle, lllinois 60532

as a Chicago area representative for these
Oregon-grown certified turfgrass varieties:
PERENNIAL RYEGRASSES FINE FESCUES
Citation n , Birdie n Shadow' Flyer' Fortress
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HARD FESCUES
Aurora' WaldinaKENTUCKYBLUEGRASSES

Columbia' Midnight
Challenger' Galaxy Blend SHEEP FESCUE

Bighorn
TALL FESCUES
Olympic' Apache
Triathalawn Blend

WILDFLOWER MIX
Bloomers

Produced by:

Turf-Seed, Inc.
PO Box 250, Hubbard, OR 97032
503/981-9571

® TWX510-590-0957



some 700 years of being the cultural center of Sweden. The 
University was founded 1472, and Carl Von Linneus, the father 
of the botanical science worked in Uppsala and founded its first 
botanic garden where I often studied. A statue of Linneus has 
now also been erected at the Chicago Botanic Gardens. After 
two years with the parks in Uppsala including annual studies 
from November until April at Tama Folk High School, uppper 
division I left to attend a private university that would shorten 
the time to graduation. During the years of apprenticeship; — 
if you changed employer, a letter of recommendation was re­
quired from the previous employer. The recommendations 
covered industry, knowledge and general comportment; — if 
the recommendations were below par — no employment. I loved 
Uppsala, the parks, the buildings and the great mounds holding 

Uppsala, ancient castle, birthplace of Mr. Hammerschield — 
president of the United Nations. 

the bones and weapons of the Viking Kings of long ago. The 
students gave the city an air of youthfulness and eternity. By 
the time I was through with my preliminary studies it was almost 
time for induction in the Army; — not just as a conscript, but 
as a student with extra time added to become an officer in the 
reserves. This did not appeal to me; — had debts to pay and 
wanted to get ahead in the world. My parents lived in upper 
Minnesota. My father was a woodsman, sawyer, farmer and 
hunter, — naturally U.S.A., was my destination. Late 1925, 
the King of Sweden granted my permission to leave. I had no 
difficulty getting passage to U.S.A., or to clear Ellis Island. 
Almost immediately I was employed by a Landscape firm in 
Manning Brown, Mass. This firm was landscaping the estate 

This estate — Bosjokloster, dating back to year 1200 — and 
owned by Count Bonde, has an 18-hole golf course. There are 
numerous golf courses in Sweden, but frankly, the Swedes are 
much better on ice than on grass. (cont'd, page 20) 
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greenskeeper 
Professional Turf Products 

-Homogenous Granulation 
High Methylene Ureas (W.I.N.) 
-Balanced Feeding 
Fits Your Budget 

A 
Available 

Spring Fertilizers 
include: 

C.C. 8-4-24 
C.C. 18-4-10 
C.C. 18-5-9 
C.C. 18-5-9/Balan 
C.C. 19-4-6/Betasan 
C.C. 19-4-6/Ronstar 
G.G. Dacthal Crab. Cntrl. 

CbUAtu/Gki 

V 1 
Jim 

Walsh 
Division Manager 

12504 Highland Ave. 
Blue Island, IL 60406 

(312) 371-0917 

LEBANON 

RANSOMES 

Motor 180 

Excellent for fairway, tees 

Catchers available 

ASK FOR A DEMONSTRATION NOW! 

0LSEN DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
969 N. Pepper Road 

Barrington, Illinois 60010 
1-312-381-9333 
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(Nels J. Johnson cont'd.) 

of Pier-Point Lamont, Ridge Rd., Lake Forest, Illinois. I spoke 
English and had a reasonable knowledge of Botany, and work 
ed as foreman for about 20 "plantsmen", mostly from 
Highwood, Illinois. They worked well, even though I did not 
speak Italian. That was the year 1926, and things were booming. 

About two years ago I and my friend Adolph Bertucci met 
an old fellow whom we both recognized. His name was Robert 
Dizon and 1925 we had worked together at the Lamont estate. 
We had breakfast and Dixon still remembered the names of some 
of the fellows we worked with and to my surprise wrote me 
a letter relating what went on 1926, at the work place, the La­
mont estate. Dixon is now dead, — but I treasure his document 
as much as my degree from Northwestern. 

The winter 1926,1 spent at home in Blackduck, Minn., and 
in the spring I was employed by a "tree care firm" on the North-
shore, Illinois. Much of the "care" given the trees in those early 
years would not be approved today. One serious but popular 
practice was filling tree cavities with concrete. Concrete is non-
compatible to living plant tissues and only accelerates the decay. 
After one year I was made foreman and remained in that capacity 
until the financial crash of 1929. 
When I left my employer I was single; my parents had moved 
to Evanston and I told my boss he should give the jobs to the 
married fellows. Strangely, although things were tough, still 
work started coming in. My mother was my first "office girl" 
and in spite of her Swedish accent customers liked to talk to 
her. In a couple of years I employed 3-4 "steady" tree trim­
mers. No one had ever heard of powersaws, high rangers, or 
wood chippers; — it was all hard work using only physical 
power, determination and clear thinking. As years went by my 
business grew. In the early thirties I studied Plant Pathology 
at the University of Chicago. Eventually also "graduated" with 
honors from the Northwestern University. Also conceived the 
idea of licensing through examination of custom tree experts. 

The Illinois Tree Expert Act, in spite of poor enforcement 
by the Dept. of Registration & Education still protected our 
trees, the homeowner and the environment. 1983, the Illinois 
Tree Expert Act was phased out, because the legislators did not 
consider it necessary to protect the public against "fly-by-
nights" tree quacks and mental midgets, nor the proper care 
of our trees or environment. Certainly any successful under­
taking demands determination, knowledge and fair play, — 1962 
with some 50-60 employees the "Teamsters" decided we should 
be "unionized" and suddenly I found myself without workers. 
The men eventually came back and in spite of being followed 
to the worksties by union agitators we survived and today still 
remain free. The credit for our success with the Teamster situa­
tion is due to Congressman Robert McClory, and my attorney 
Raymond L. Jones, Elgin, Illinois. Ann Czech, my secretary 
for many years, also deserves credit for staying with the Johnson 
Tree Experts. All villages we worked for, golf courses, parks, 
with the exception of one, sympathized with our cause and so 
did our clients. 

Today my two sons, Joel and Karl, are active owners and 
executives of the Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc. Based on 
background and education, love for our trees, ornamentals, en­
vironment and consideration and understanding of our clien-
tale I am confident they will continue when I leave off. 

Nels J. Johnson, President 

Unmatched 
Dump Reach 

Sperry New Holland Super Boom" loaders lift 
the pay load forward as the boom rises So you 
get more forward dump reach where you need it 
most. 

They also feature: 

• A longer wheelbase for greater stability. 
• An integral cab and rollover structure. 
• Operating loads from 1,050 to 2.050 pounds. 
• Gas or diesel, air or water-cooled engines from 

28.5 to 75 horsepower. 

Ask us tor a demonstration. You'll see how much 
better a skid-steer loader can be. 

Martin Implement Solas, Inc. 
16400 South 104th Avenue 
Orland Park, IL 60462 
312-349-8430 

BROOKStDE SOIL TESTING 
and 

IRRIGATION WATER ANALYSIS 

includes a complete report, and recommendations for 
producing quality turf on golf courses. 

ADVANTAGES: 
• Improves the environment of the grasses and eliminates 

turf diseases 

• Decreases expenses for pesticides 
• Reduces thatch and eliminates fairway renovation 

• Decreases expenses for costly fertilizers 
• Healthy turf attracts more golfers and increases income 

Contact: 
Golf course specialists for over 20 years 

V. J. Zolman and Son 
2618 Harvey Avenue 

Berwyn, Illinois 60402 

Phone: (312) - 788-4565 
(312) -461-3679 
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