A History of DuPont

by Frank Gasperini, DuPont

The DuPont Company is one of
the oldest manufacturing com-
panies in the United States. It was
founded by E. 1. DuPont in 1802
as a manufacturer of black
powder. DuPont built his powder
mill on the Brandywine River
near Wilmington Delaware to
take advantage of the water
power needed to run the mills.

Throughout the 1800’s DuPont
grew as a manufacturer of black
powder and became known for
high quality. DuPont powder was
the standard of military and
civilian gunpowder specifica-
tions. During this time the com-
pany was a family business with
DuPonts, long time employees,
and second and third generation
employee families working
together. Due to the inherent
hazards of the business. attention
to safety became almost a
religious pursuit within the com-
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pany. This devotion to safety in

all aspects of product production,

movement, and end use persists in the modern DuPont
Company.

DuPont was one of the first companies to use a sports celebrity
sponsorship for its products. The golf tour was not yet establish-
ed — but Annie Oakley was paid a retainer to use DuPont
powder and appeared on DuPont posters and advertising in the
late 1800’s.

Throughout the late 1800’s and early 1900’s DuPont remained
in the gunpowder and explosives business. Black powder still
remained the company’s primary business, though worldwide
thia was a declining market.

After WWI DuPont entered the dyes business and several
other chemical supply businesses such as industrial acids, lac-
quers, etc.

It was not until the invention of “NYLON’’® in a DuPont
laboratory in the mid 1930’s, and its commercialization in 1939,
that DuPont became a major diversified chemicals company.
The uses for *“NYLON’’ grew explosively spurred by WWII.,
Introduction of plastics, paints, and many other synthetics
followed. DuPont emerged from WWII as a major company
on a world-wide scale. At one point in the 1950°s DuPont owned
a major portion of General Motors.

DuPont has been involved in the turfgrass industry since the
early 1950’s ““Uramite”’® slow release nitrogen fertilizers were
widely used on golf courses and other recreational turf areas.

“TERSAN"® OM, which was introduced in the 1950’s, was
a major mercurical fungicide during a period when most disease
control materials were based on heavy metals.

During the 1960’s DuPont introduced “TERSAN''® 75,
“TERSAN"'® SP, and “TERSAN"® LSR fungicides, and
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We specialize in

“TRAP SAND”’

This is also great for use in blending with
Top Dressing.

Terry Maier

Plano, Illinois 312/552-8753

CENTURY CONTRACTORS, INC.

4011 W. 165 St., Tinley Park, IL 60477

(312) 596 = 7645

GOLF COURSE EXCAVATING
GREEN CONSTRUCTION

Will tailor any project to include your
personnel to keep your costs down.

SOIL SAMPLES CAN HELP

* Produce disease resistant. high-vitality plants
® Grow nursery stock faster. sell faster
* Estimate jobs more accurately

® Cut replacement costs Top"SOil

And it's done as easily as
Testing Service Co.

mailing a letter!
Call or mail your soil
815/469-2530

27 Ash Street ® Frankfort, IL 60423

Austrian Pine
[Pinus Nigra]

Natural form twice transplanted
5'-6! in quantity

Deerpath Road Batavia, Il. 60510 312/879-0120

DEERPATH NURSERIES

TENNIS COURTS
Construction — Resurfacing

M-C Sport Systems, Inc.
Addison, IL

John Maniscalco 312/628-0500




Earth Movers.

CORTY high-pressure cleaning machines can really - o s o e o I
:oue dirt off your vehicles and equipment in a | Please send me more information on your “earth
urry. moving™ hiah- pr
Pressures from 700 to 3000 psi. : NG i
Capacities to 10 gpm. NAME ] e — I
Unigue steel pipe coil design provides high fuel I
efficiency. Stainless steel float tank, oil bath pumps I COMPANY ——— |
and quick disconnect hoses, standard. Pneumatic ADDRESS |
tires, ball bearing wheels, heavy-duty construction, I - Fe ==
brand-name components throughout. oy STATE 71p I
Elandard and upright models are offered. Also, |
some machines offer combination steam/hot, high- TELEPHONE - 1
pressure cleaning. - o e .

. For more information, fill out and mail coupon. MAIL TO: o L CRR
‘We WD"’“W. our machines will be high-nressure. but 3704 NO, CICERD CHICAGO, IL 80841

our selling tactics won't be, OFFICE (312) 736-3810
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“TUPERSAN"® herbicide. Our old friend Bob Miller was BROOKSIDE SOIL TESTING

**Mr. DuPont’’ at that time and wrote many of the first truly and

modern fungicide programs himself — including the *‘TER-

SAN™'® 1-2-3- program. Many active and retired superinten- IRRIGATION WATER ANALYSIS
dents in the Chicago area were instrumental in helping to do
the research needed to introduce these products along with
“TERSAN"® 1991, ““TERSAN"'® 1991 was introduced as
the first systemic fungicide for golf course use. It was, and is,

includes a complete report, and recommendations for
producing quality turf on golf courses.

an i]’!‘lpOl’tHl’ll pl’OdUC( to DuPont. ADVANTAGES:

In the years that have passed some of the products have gone ¢ Improves the environment of the grasses and eliminates
off the market, or been sold, and we have lost our friend Bob turf diseases
Miller. ““TERSAN"® 1991 is still a major golf course fungicide ¢ Decreases expenses for pesticides
nationally and we are busy developing new products for the turf ¢ Reduces thatch and eliminates fairway renovation
and ornamental markets. We are currently looking at non- ¢ Decreases expenses for costly fertilizers
phenoxy broadleaf herbicides, grass killers for ornamental beds, » Healthy turf attracts more golfers and increases income
and new fungicides.

We have been proud to be a part of the golf turf industry for Contact:
over 30 years, and look forward to a bright future with you. Golf course specialists for over 20 years

V. ). Zolman and Son
2618 Harvey Avenue
Berwyn, lllinois 60402

Phone: (312) - 788-4565
Wants to Buy (312) - 461-3679

I am looking for a used Meter Matic Topdressing Machine.
Please call Basil Sabbak at (312) 297-4686.
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