Why Do We Have 18 Holes
on the Golf Course

The following article was taken from the book
“The History of Golf.”’

At the time the members of the Society of St. Andrews Golfers
laid down the rules previously mentioned, the course at St. An-
drews — what would now be the famous Old Course — had
twelve holes. The first eleven traveled straight out to the end
of a small peninsula. After playing these, the golfers returned
to the clubhouse by playing the first ten greens backward, plus
a solitary green by the clubhouse. Thus, a *‘round’” of golf at
St. Andrews consisted of twenty-two holes. This is, the golfers
played “‘out’’ until they reached the End Hole. There they turned
around and played *‘in"’ to the same holes. If two groups ap-
proached a green simultaneously, preference was given to those
playing “‘out’’. The outgoing holes were marked with a small
iron pin with white flags, while the incoming holes were marked
with a red flag.

In 1764, however, the Royal and Ancient resolved that the
first four holes should be converted into two. Since this change
automatically converted the same four holes into two on the way
back, the *‘round’” was reduced from twenty-two holes to eigh-
teen. And since St. Andrews was soon to become the arbiter
of all that was correct about golf, eighteen holes soon came to
be accepted as standard throughout Scotland and England and
eventually throughout the world.

Credit: On the Green 9/86
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Inspirational Breakfast in Phoenix

‘A Personal Story of Perserverance’’

All attendees at the G.C.S.A.A. Golf Course Superintendents
Conference in Phoenix are invited to participate in the 8th An-
nual Golf Course Supts. Christian Prayer Breakfast. Family
groups are encouraged and if you were with us last year, come
again and bring a friend.

The Prayer Breakfast will be held Sat., January 31, 1987 in
the Phoenix Civic Plaza near the Trade Show. We will serve
coffee and rolls at 6:30 A.M. and the program will begin at
7:00 A.M. A light buffet will be available in the Civic Plaza
at your own cost if you wish more than coffee and rolls.

*‘Preeminince’’, a group of young people from the Arizona
College of the Bible will fill your ears and hearts with good
music and help you wake up, if necessary.

Our guest speaker will be Mr. Owen C.
Carr, conference speaker, pastor, author
and past president of Valley Forge Chris-
tian College, Pennsylvania. Prior to all
these accomplishments, Mr. Carr founded
Channel 38, WCFC-TV in Chicago. He
served for more than 40 years in full-time
Christian service in Kansas, Illinois,
California and in 30 foreign countries.
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