Don’t Put All Your Apples in One Basket

by James A. Fizzell, Sr. Extention Adviser
Horticulture

More and more people are growing fruit in their back yards.
Also the availability of fruit such as apples at Community Farm
Markets (and at surprizingly good prices in volume) makes try-
ing to store them an attractive idea.

Fresh apples will last longer if they are stored in lightly sealed
plastic bags instead of the perforated bags frequently used in
stores.

As fruit matures, the sugars turn to starch, a process that re-
quires oxygen and produces carbon dioxide. When apples are
sealed in sealed plastic, the oxygen supply runs low and the
ripening process is greatly slowed down.

Fresh apples should be graded before they are stored. Bruised
or damaged apples can be used immediately for eating or cook-
ing, and the perfect apples can be stored for use in the winter.

Thin plastic that is strong enough to hold apples is the best
material to use for storage because it allows just enough gas
exchange to prevent the apples from fermenting. It is suggested
to loosely apply a twist tie to the bag to allow minimum
oxygen flow into the bag.

Perforated bags are used by retail stores because the apples
are exposed to changing temperature which can cause water con-
densation and encourage storage rots. Bagged apples also may
be bruised by rough handling and can then begin to rot if ade-
quate air flow is not provided.

Apples stored in sealed bags in the refrigerator may last for
several months. They also can be kept in other areas of the house
that do not freeze, such as a basement or crawl space. The ideal
storage temperature is between 33 and 40 degrees Fahrenheit.

In the ripening process, apples give off ethylene gas which
can cause carrots to turn bitter and lettuce to develop brown
spots, so vegetables and apples should be stored separately.

When storing a large quantity of apples, it is probably better
to keep them in several bags of about 20 apples each. If a rot
problem develops. the loss will be less.

Apples should be used as soon as possible once the bag is
opened.

Mid-Year Turfgrass Conference & Show
GCSAA Today!!!

Have you ever seen so many press releases coming out of
GCSAA before? The ‘*Golf Course Management’’ seems to be
nothing but a huge press release for this show in September.
I have received a tape recording and a video-cassette which runs
44 minutes and 45 seconds. I've talked to John Schilling and
Jim Prusa and they both feel that the show will be a success
if they get 1,000 people there. They don’t have any feel for
the attendance when I talked to them in mid July since you don’t
have to register since regisration is free. They state that the
distributors are picking up the tab thru the cost of their booth
space. My feeling is that the show is at the wrong time of year
and that if the GCSAA would put as much time and effort into
the February show it would be outstanding.

Fred D. Opperman, Editor
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art parts

“PARTS ARE OUR ONLY BUSINESS”

CALL US TOLL FREE FOR —
¢ parts for all makes of golf cars
e low prices on OEM parts
* orders shipped the same day
¢ professional fast service

TOLL FREE NUMBER: 800-327-8790

PEERLESS FENCE CO.

3N381 Powis Rd.
West Chicago, IL
*Chain-Link Fencing *Driving Range Fencing
*Wood Fencing *Tee Protection Fencing
*Special Gates *Wood & Steel Guard-Rails
*Golf Course Work Our Specialty

312/584-7710 Hal Laman

B. Haney & Sons, Inc.
COMPLETE TREE SERVICE
e TRIMMING e SPRAYING
e SELECTIVE CUTTING

e STUMP REMOVAL *
* WOOD CHIPS o
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FOR YOUR TREES

(312) 678-7809
3344 Lincoln St,, Franklin Park, IL 60131

DUTCH
SAND COMPANY, INC.
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APPROVED TOP DRESSING SAND
GOLF COURSE AGGREGATES
TRAP SAND

Call for direct quotes on all your
Aggregate needs
Richard E. Mika (312) 374-2303
(312) 938-7020




