FREE ENGINEERING CAN BE COSTLY $$

Golf course superintendents who accept “free’’ engineering
services offered by equipment suppliers may pay a high price
for it. Free engineering service, often in the form of an irriga-
tion drawing, is really an illusion and can hardly be considered
free for the costs must be recovered somehow by the sup-
plier, usually they are concealed in the orders that are won.
This illusion encourages practices that inflate costs and
wastes engineering man-power already in short supply.
Superintendents should realize that the manufacturers
representative is primarily concerned with selling a product.
Any assistance offered is usually aimed at closing a sale,
under these circumstances a manufacturer’s representative
can hardly be completely objective.
Any superintendent planning a major capital expenditure,
such as a complete new irrigation system, should look at all
of the factors through the eyes of club member engineers,
or an experienced consulting engineer. After a thorough
evaluation a recommendation should be made to the Board
of Directors whether to proceed at all, and, if so, the best
course to follow. Only then can equipment be selected that
is best suited for the purpose, and balanced design developed
that gives consideration to first costs as well as subsequent
operating and maintenance costs for it will often be the case
that a consultant will specify equipment made by various
manufacturers, such as control panels by one, sprinklers by
another, valves by another and so on. Truly competitive prices
can then be obtained on such a plan for each bidder is asked
to offer a quotation on the same set of drawings and
specifications.

Charles E. (Scotty) Stewart

TREXSAN DEMONSTRATION

SITE - Spot spray fairways and roughs

DATE - May 11, 1982

RATE OF APPLICATION - 2 pints per acre and 3 pints per
acre

TYPE OF APPLICATION - 400 gal. John Bean with 3/4 KLC
Field Jet Nozzle

- Standing pressure 80 psi

- 60 gal. H20 per acre

- Nalco Trol Drift Retardant

NOTE - 2 pint per acre treatment used in fairways and roughs.
Good control of Dandelion and Plantain (Buckhorns and
Broadleaf). Poor control of clover.

3 pints per acre treatment used in fairways and roughs. Ex-
cellent control of Dandelion and Plantain species. Seemed
to be a much quicker control or “‘knockdown’ of Broadleaf's.
Once again poor control of clover, however, at least the 3
pint rate seemed to put the clover under stress.

The remaining areas on the golf course were treated with
Trimec at 4 pints per acre with the same results. Poor con-
trol of clover.

In the 30 days following these applications we had 15 days
of measurable precipitation totalling 5.37 inches and below
average temperatures which | feel directly counteracted the
chemical, thus, the poor results. On June 18th we spot treated
with Banvel 4-S at 1 1/2 pints per acre and cleaned up the
clover.

Rowland’s Equipment, Inc.

Commercial Turfgrass Equipment, Chemicals and Fertilizer.

Howard Price Yazoo Mowers

¢ 727 Diesel Mower Woods Mowers

* Hydro Power 180 Bunton

* 3 & 5 gang hydraulic Sensation

reel units Ryan

Toro Groundsmasters Stihl Chain Saws
E-Z GO GT-7 Turf Trucksters Golf Course Marking Paint
BROYHILL SPRAYERS Par Ex Fertilizer
OLATHE: PBI Gordon

« Slit Seeders DuPont

* Aerators Giant Vac

s Brush Chippers Echo

* Blowers Little Wonder
Yanmar Diesel Tractors

* 2 or 4 Wheel Drive

* Powershift Transmissions

* Live PTO

200 W. NORTHWEST HIGHWAY
BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS 60010
(312) 381-1084

* TESTED AND APPROVED TOP
DRESSING SAND

* TRAP SAND
* ALL TYPES OF GOLF COURSE
AGGREGATES

Call for direct quotes on all
your Aggregate needs

Richard E. Mika

(312) 374-2303 - Ext. 44
(219) 938-7020 - Ext. 44




