
THE GRIND AT C.G.C.
Winter is upon us again and it's time for inside maintenance

of equipment. At Chicago Golf Club this includes many hours
of sharpening or grinding of gang mowers. With three 7 gang
mowers and two 9 gang mowers this takes a good part of
the winter. Procedures for grinding are presented here as they
apply to Chicago Golf Club.

The wheels and bedknives are removed from the mowers
and all dirt and oil washed off. Water is prevented from enter-
ing any bearings. Oil is changed in the gear cases every two
years. All rollers are checked for end play and the bolts in
the roller assembly are coated with Never-Seez. The reel is
checked for any movement or play because proper bearing
adjustment is essential before grinding.

Bedknives are ground on an Ideal Bedknife Grinder. The
front edge is ground first so a slight burr will form on the top
edge of the bedknife. All bedknives are ground to'insure the
proper angle to the reel.

Setting up the reel for grinding is the most important step
for a sharp and true reel. The reel must be level in the grinder
frame. The grinding stone is adjusted to make light contact
with the blades. Use of a coarse stone is preferred over a
fine stone. The coarse stone will cut faster and will not load-
up with grindings. Blades are numbered and are ground in
sequence 12345, 54321,34512, etc. until desired results are
achieved. The leading edge is ground so it contacts the
bedknife first. A thin cutting edge wears longer and cuts bet-
ter than a thick edge. For this reason blades are back ground
to have a 3/32" leading edge.

Grinding can be an art form if done correctly. Proper train-
ing of operators is essential and the operator needs to pay
careful attention to detail. The job of grinding is also tedious
and once mastered, somewhat boring. It pays to take frequent
breaks from the grinder and not rush to get it done.

Bedknives at C.G.C. usually lasts six years. This is through
careful and regular adjustment during the season and cor-
rect sharpening techniques in the winter. Reels stay sharp
all season without backlapping. All bolts are greased before
the bedknife is reassembled to prevent rust. Reels are spray
painted if needed. By following these procedures in the winter,
trouble-free operation can be expected in the summer.

At the Chicago Golf Club we usually plant trees and shrubs
every Spring and Fall. This is to replace old undesirable or
dead trees and to revitalize the existing landscape. We have
tried to use trees that are little known, but in many cases,
superior to the standard fast growing trees such as Ash and
Silver Maple. Following is a brief description of some of our
new trees and an evaluation of their performance to date.
In the Spring of 1980 we planted five European Hornbeam
(Carpinus betulus) by the pro shop. European Hornbeam is
a member of the Birch family with extremely clean foliage.
The trees were planted as a screen and serve the purpose
quite well as they are branched to the ground. All the trees
are in perfect shape and are starting to grow rapidly. The Fall
color is yellow, with the leaves later turning brown and stay-
ing on the tree through winter like an Oak. These trees are
very ornamental and we have been very pleased with them.
In April of 1981 four Common Baldcypress (Taxodium
distichum) were planted to screen the fifteenth fairway from
the tennis courts. This tree is a deciduous conifer with light
green feathery foliage which turns golden brown in Fall. The
species takes two to three years to become established before
any significant top growth will be produced. One of our trees
has really taken off during the past season. These trees have
a uniqueness which complement and enhance the beauty
of the large Sugar Maples growing nearby.
These two species have been well received at the Club and
lend a nice touch to the landscape.

Mike Monroe, Asst. Supt.
Chicago Golf Club

Rowland's Equipment, Inc.
Commercial Turfgrass Equipment, Chemicals and Fertilizer.

Howard Price
• 727 Diesel Mower
• Hydro Power 180
,. 3 & 5 gang hydraulic

reel units
Toro Groundsmasters
E·Z GO GT·7 Turf Trucksters
BROYHILL SPRAYERS
OLATHE:

• Slit Seeders
• Aerators
• Brush Chippers
• Blowers

Yanmar Diesel Tractors
• 2 or 4 Wheel Drive
• Powershift Transmissions
• Live PTO

Yazoo Mowers
Woods Mowers
Bunton
Sensation
Ryan
Stihl Chain Saws
Golf Course Marking Paint
Par Ex Fertilizer
PBI Gordon
DuPont
Giant Vac
Echo
Little Wonder

200 W. NORTHWEST HIGHWAY
BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS 60010

(312) 381·1084

Title of Position Available - Ass't. Golf Course Supt.
Course Name - Prestwick Country Club, Frankfort, IL
Duties - Golf Course Maintenance, Golf Carts, Swimming

Pool
Course Operation - 18 Hole, Private Membership, Penncross

Greens & Tees, Blueqrass Fairways, Manual Irrigation
Salary - Negotiable
Number of Employees - 13 Summer and 5 Winter
Fringe Benefits - Club Paid Term Life Insurance, Club

Paid Health Insurance, Paid Annual Vacation - 2 weeks
Requirements - Four Year Degree in Turf Management

requested but not absolute requirement
Send Resumes to - Richard E. Trevarthan; Golf Course

Supt.; Prestwick Country Club, A.R. 1 - Harlem Ave.,
Frankfort, IL 60423; Phone 815/469-5903 (Office);
815/469-5238 (Home)

Position Available - Immediately

Experienced golf course mechanic and irrigation specialist
seeks position. Currently enrolled at Harper College study-
ing Turf Grass Science. Contact (after 6:00 p.m.):

Wayne Kiska
200 Navajo Trail
Buffalo Grove, IL 60090 Phone 312/541-5799

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the Mitchel family
in Streator, IL due to the passing away of ClarenceMit-
chel, Class A.A. member.


