
THATCH REDUCTION

Thatch - a tightly intermingled layer of dead and
living stems and roots that develops between the zone
of green vegetables and the soil surface. The recom-
mended thickness of the thatch layer on a putting green
should range from .125 to .25 inches, this providing the
appropriate resiliency desired for proper ball bounce.
In addition the thatch layer increases wear tolerance
and helps to stabilize the greens micro-climate during
temperature extremes.

At this time I would like to shift from the text book
facts to the realities some superintendents are facing,
thatch layers ranging from .5 to 1.5 inches. Four years
ago the putting greens at my golf course were at the
upper extremes of this range. At that time I wished to
develop a program tQ reduce this thatch layer which
was effective; yet, workable within my budget limi-
tations. My goal was to reduce the thatch to the
recommended thickness in three years time. The plan
went as follows:
Year One - May
1. Deep groove verticut (knives set .25 inches below the
putting surface)
2: Double cut greens to remove runners
3. Topdress with a 7-2-1 mix (this mix is comparable to
the greens orignial construction mix.)
September
1. Aerify greens, remove all cores
2. Topdress heavily and drag in until the aerifier holes
are completely filled.

The following spring I found I had excellent results in
thatch reduction, but, one must realize the initial
reduction in my case of over fifty percent of the original
layer which becomes more difficult.

.ln year two I changed the plan slightly. I did not
verticut as deep because I felt the insuing puffiness and
scalping were undesirable. The actual plan went as
follows:
1. Verticut (knives set .125 inches below putting
surface)
2.,.Topdress lightly
3. Verticut once per month thereafter including July
and August
4. Mow greens with combs down at all times
5. Aerify in September remove cores and topdress
heavily.

The following spring of 81 I found this program had
limited success in diminishing the remaining thatch
layer; which was on the average of .5 inches. So, after
doing some more research on the subject I set up the
third year's program.
1. May - verticut (knives .125 inches below putting
surface)
2. Topdress lightly
3. Verticut once per month thereafter
4. Fertilize greens with a soluble nitrogen source on a
weekly basis, rates as needed. Mine varied from .25
Ibs. of N per 1000 sq. ft. to .1a Ibs. per 1000 sq. ft.
5. September - aerify, verticut cores and drag back in.
6. Topdress lightly two weeks later.

As of the spring of 82, I am pleased with my results.
Since, I did achieve my goal in the third year I have a
tendency to attribute my success to the addition of the
weekly applications of soluble fertilizer which provide a
carbon I nitrogen ratio in the thatch layer more condu-
cive to the decomposition of stem and crown matter. I
do not think it can be stressed enough how important
this factor is in the decomposition of thatch due to the
constant leaching of nitrogen from this layer Of the
greens profile.

To summarize I would say I found that the problem of
thatch reduction was much more difficult that I had
imagined. One might find it very easy to be satisfied
with the initial results and then curse the insuing
struggle to reduce this layer any further without the
manpower or the money to topdress on a more routine
basis. However, one will find that persistence in this
case has many benefits for the golf course. The obvious
being the improved playability of the greens. Other
factors include reduced use of wetting agents, dramatic
increaases in fertilizer efficiency, marked reduction in
disease activity, and less sleepless nights.

David Behrman
Deer Creek Golf Course

LAUPHEIMER NAMED TO NGF BOARD
John Laupheimer, commissioner" of the Ladies

Professional Golf Association, has been appointed to
the Board of Directors of the National Golf Foundation,
it was announced today by Jim Long, chairman of the
NGF Board.

Laupheimer, who joined the LPGA as executive
director in October, 1981, succeeded Ray Volpe as
commissioner in April, 1982. The Princeton graduate
has been active in gol,f administration for the past 26
years and held a number of executive positions with the
United States Golf Association prior to joining the
LPGA.

Frank Smith, president of the National Golf Foun-
dation, stated that" Besides adding a quarter century
of wisdom to our decision-making body, Laupheimer's
appointment represents a continuation of NGF's efforts
to promote a greater unity among the leading
organizations of golf. John joins a board which among
others includes Deane Beman of the PGA Tour, Joe
Black of the PGA of America, Jim McLoughlin of the
GCSAA, and Jack Snyder of the ASGCA."

BROOKSIDE SOIL TESTING
and

IRRIGATION WATER ANAL.YSIS

includes complete report, and recommendations for
producing quality turf on golf courses.

ADVANT AGES:
• Improve the environment of the grasses and

eliminate turf diseases
• Decrease the money spent on pesticides
• Reduce thatch and eliminate fairway renovation
• Less money needed for high cost fertilizer
• Healthy turf attracts more golfers and increases

income
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