
LABOR-SAVING
GRASSES

G~ KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS
• Does Great in Sun Or 60% Shade
• Excellent Disease Resistance to Powdery Mildew - Stripe

Smut - Leafspot - Rust
• Quick Recovery - Fast Germinating

-Adetphi • Low Growing-
Tolerates Close

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS Mowing
• Greens Up Earlier in Spring - Stays Green Longer In Fall
• Great Resistance To Disease

T TION
FINE LEAF PERENNIAL RYEGRASS
• Improved Mowing Qualities
• Blends Well Wtih All Other Grasses

• Performs Great In
Hot, Humid Areas

FOR MORE DETAIL.ED INFORMATION AND
TEST RESUL.TS WRITE TO:

tI)e \N&iAN-jAClWN CQ1'(I ciIcI)
5300 Katrine Avenue, Downers Grove, illinois 60515, (312) 969~300
WAREHOUSES LOCATED IN:
Bound Brook, New'Jersey • Landover, Maryland. Ovid and
Grand Ledge, Michigan. Spokane, Washington

SUPPORT YOUR
ADVERTISERS

Dear Ray:
This letter is to inform you that Ohio has obtained a

state registration for the use of Diazinon AG500 4EC
to control ataenius beetle adults before they can lay
eggs.

Enclosed is a copy of the label information and the
press release relative to it. You are free to publish the
press release if you so wish.

In 1978 we plan to test this program in Missouri,
Colorado and Minnesota in an effort to obtain national
labeling. This testing program is being sponsored by
the Golf Course Superintendent's Association of
America.

Sincerely Yours for Greener Turf,
Harry D. Niemczyk, Ph. D.

Professor of Turfgrass Entomology

CONTROL FOR ATAENIUS BEETLE
CLEARED FOR OHIO TURFGRASS

Wooster, Ohio--Research by Ohio entomologists has
resulted in the granting of a state special use label
permitting Ohio golf course managers to use diazinon
to control the adult stage of the ataenius beetle, a pest
causing serious damage to turfgrass in many areas.

Dr. H.D. Niemczyk, turfgrass entomologist at the
Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center,
began working with Ataenius spretulus (Hald.) in
1973. That was when he first identified the small black
beetle as the insect responsible for severe turfgrass
damage on a southern Ohio golf course. His efforts led
to the Ohio Department of Agriculture granting a
special use label for diazinon, which Niemczyk showed
to be effective against the beetle adults.

The ataenius beetle is not a new insect. However,
only isolated reports of damage by the larval stage of
the insect had been reported prior to 1973. After
Niemczyk tied the insect to golf course damage in the
Cincinnati area in July 1973, turf managers and
scientists began checking more closely. More area golf
courses were damaged the following year by ataenius
grubs and the problem has become more widespread
each year since.

Today, ataenius beetle damage to turfgrass has
been confirmed in areas of Canada and from 20 states
in the U.S.

Niemczyk says the beetle larvae are what cause the
damage. The tiny grubs feed on turf roots in mid-June
in Ohio. Turf in fairways begins to wilt, even when it
is irrigated. Under continued stress and summer heat,
the turf begins to die in irregular patches. Fairways of
annual bluegrass, Kentucky bluegrass, and bentgrass
are damaged.

Soon after identification of the pest, graduate
research associate Gerald Wegner began studying the
insect's life cycle while Niemczyk evaluated methods
of control. He found ataenius beetle grubs from Ohio
and a number of other states were resistant to the
cyclodiene insecticides (aldrin, dieldrin, heptachlor,
and chlordane). A number of insecticides, including
several experimentals, were tested against ataenius
beetle larvae.

The Ohio scientist also began checking the possibi-
lity of controlling the insect by spraying golf course
fairways in April and May to kill adult beetles before
they could lay eggs. The method proved effective in
tests in 1976 and 1977 using diazinon. On the basis of
these results, the application was filed for the special
use label for diazinon, an insecticide already approved
for use against certain other grub species.



•
Niemczyk says that a single application of diazinon 4

EC applied to fairways at the rate of 6 pounds of active
ingredient per acre gave excellent control. Treatment
for second generation adults was not necessary in the
Ohio tests .

The Ohio Department of Agriculture officially ap-
proved the state label March 20, 1978. It calls for
application of diazinon 4 EC in late April to early May
when ataenius beetles begin laying eggs in the turf.
Specific treatment should begin when black locust
trees are in full bloom. Label instructions say to
"apply 6 quarts per acre (4.4 fluid ounces per 1,000
square feet) in sufficient water for good distribution.
Water grass lightly (for about 5 minutes) immediately
after appl ication. "

News from Ohio Agricultural Research & Dev. Cnlr.

Dear Dave:
Your outfit does things up right. My 1978 Class F
Membership certificate is beautifully done and it is
appreciated. Thank you for it and for the wallet card.
Since I don't get your way to attend meetings the best
I can do is submit something to The Bull Sheet now
and then. Don't hold your breath but I'll certainly
work on it.

Sincerely yours for better turf,
Fred V. Grau, President

• Research has placed ,tr, -=~~
BenSun (A·34) Kentucky
Bluegrass in a class by itself!

RATED FIRST FOR WEAR TOLERANCE
RATED FIRST FOR SHADE TOLERANCE
RATED HIGH IN DISEASE RESISTANCE

BenSun (A·34) Kentucky bluegrass was
the only bluegrass, out of 18 tested to
receive an excellent rating, for wear toler-
ance on golf courses. This test was
conducted by a leading university doing
turfgrass research. BenSun (A·34) is also
rated first for shade tolerance (up to 65%)
and near the top in disease resistance.

It grows vigorously in shade, sun, cool
and warm climates, high and low altitudes,
poor soil and even sand.

Write for mJmLdetailed information, a
list of golf courses now using BenSun
(A·34) and the research ratings referred
to above.

KENTUCKY
BLUEGRASS

Available as Sod, Sod Plugs and Seed

(A-34)

"~J · /Wl 8400 West 111th. Street
~ Palos Park. Illinois 60464

TURF NURSERY, INC. Phone: 3121974·3000

ATTRACTIONS:
• More than 125 Exhibits

• Tours of the Nursery ~
1500-plus attendance predicted ,
Old-Iashioned barbecue luncheon fI
as well as liquid refreshment

• Demonstrations of new equipment
• Picnic. Holiday Atmosphere

Stonegate Farm Nursery
Poplar Grove, Illinois August 2, 1978

FOR INFORMATION
ILCA, c/o Carole Rachesky, Exec. Sec.
P.O. Box 484, Bloomingdale, IL. 60108

How to .top diHa8eS, kill weed.
and make yourJob easier •••all
with one company •••W.A.Cleary

Fungicides Herbicides
3336 T.rf F.ngidde MCPP
B..c.loe.. • Spec:t ..o MCPP PI... 2.4-0
Cle y'. G T.rf Metha .. 30

Fungidde ANA PI 2.4.0
Spot ..ete • PMAS(1~) ANA (5 Mahar)
C.ddy • CacI·Tnte

Specialties
. AUWet .Cle Sp... y • Taak Cleaner . aall Wa.her
. T... ·Gr... ·G ·Gr_ •• 1t • Deleamer

CORPORATION

P.O. Box 10 Somerset. N.J. 08873-(201)247-8000


