
CAREFUL PLANNING IN DESIGN STAGES OF
GOLF COURSE CAN REDUCE MAINTENENCE

COSTS

The rising costs of maintaining a golf course are
proving to be a real headache. The mushrooming price
of equipment along with the ever-increasing costs of
labor are making maintenance expense an item worthy
of considerable planning.

According to the American Society of Golf Course
Architects, there are several steps a club can take in
the design stages of construction or renovation to
reduce maintenance costs:

1. Whether a club is planning a new course or making
renovations on an existing one, a well conceived,
specific master plan will produce great benefits in
terms of reduced future maintenance and smoother
overall course operation.

2. Design a course with careful planning to permit
the easy flow of traffic on and off the greens.

3. Eliminate areas which require hand maintenance
as much as possible. Automatic watering systems and
larger trees lead to maintenance savings down the
road.

4. Educate the membership that lush green fairways
are not always the best way to go. The texture and lie
are much more important than the color.

5. Let out-of-play areas grow wild when feasible,
eliminating costs and providing cover for wildlife at the
same time.

6. Employ the minimum number of sand traps to trim
costs.

7. Take great care in selecting a contractor to work on
the course and, upon completion, keep maintenance
procedures under constant review.

8. Incorporate the maintenance equipment traffic
pattern into the course design to facilitate easy access
of machinery to all areas, reducing the need for hand
maintenance.

9. Design trap edges to divert water away from traps
to eliminate washing and sand replacement.
10. Install golf car paths to strategically route traffic.
11. Replacebridges with culvert crossings.
Careful planning in the design stages of construction

or renovation can heop reduce maintenance costs in the
future. Taking a little time in those early stages can
saveyou money in the long haul.

---Reprint Forefront 10/77

ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

Cleary Turf Chemicals

Country Club & Vertagreen
Fertilizers

Turfgrass Seed

Soil Conditioners - Bark - Mulches

"Easy Markers" & Paints

61 1 So. Wolf Road
Wheeling, Illinois (312) 537-2177

257-6701

ASPHAL T DRIVEWAYS - PARKING LOTS - ETC

'<Got! Course wor« a Soeciettv '

L E M 0 NT PA V I NG CO.
SAND 8. STONE

115lh 8. Archer Aile (At 171) - Lemont, uunors

AAY MUAPHY

PljENN,CROSS& TORO~~ C·15 BE~T~D

TORONTO (-15

'BENT STOLONS

• Pure to Strain
• Maintained at 1/4" mowing height

with IIGreens KIng"
• Grown on Sandy Loam Soil
• Toronto (-15 Strain resistant to

leafspot

ALSO FEATURING

• XL-100 Bluegrass Blend Sod

IIFor the Superintendent who
wants the best"
XL-100 is a blend of five bluegrass varieties
that were ranked superior In tests con-
ducted at malor Midwest Universities.
XL-100 is disease resistant, shade tolerant
(60%) and adaptable to close ~owlng.

H & E Sod Nursery, Inc.
3900 West 167th Street
Markham, Illinois 60426

312/596-7200


