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iNS/56 is the newest form of slow

release nitrogen available. NS/56
is a combination of 32% nitrogen
and 24% sulfur fused together to
feed grass as it needs it.
NS/56 keeps feeding your grass
nitrogen and sulfur without
stopping ... regardless of soil
temperature or bacteria action. A
surgeless release from spring
through fall completely available
in one growing season. NS/56 is
the highest concentration of
slow release major and second-
ary nutrient available in one prill.
NSI56 MAKES YOUR GRASS
GLAD TO BE ALIVE!

TEE TIME PRODUCTS ARE
AVAILABLE THROUGH:

TURF PRODUCTS LTD.
2N255 County Farm Road, W. Chicago, III.
(312) 668-5537

SUPPORT YOUR
ADVERTISERS

FUSARIUM BLIGHT ON BLUEGRASS FAIRWAYS
Fusarium blight has been a severe problem on my

Kentucky bluegrass fairways for the last two years. It
has not damaged large areas of turf, but has
consistantly blemished our fairways during hot, dry
weather. Fusarium blight is becoming more severe
each year and shows up earlier in the season each
year. When I first noticed the disease four years ago it
was present on only two fairways on south slopes. It
has now spread to every fairway on the course with the
heaviest damage on the higher and drier areas.

My attempts at controlling Fusarium blight have
been only marginal at times and good at other times. I
have been using Tersan 1991as a chemical control and
heavy watering as a cultural practice. My intention has
been to limit the extent of damage rather than total
control due to the cost involved. In 1975 I used no
chemical control for Fusarium as the disease was only
active in small areas on a few fairways. Heavier than
normal watering did minimize the damage. In 1976 the
wilt symptoms of the disease were evident the first
week in June despite good rainfall. Tersan 1991 was
applied at a 5 oz. per M rate on nine of the most
affected fairways. In treating nine fairways 216 Ibs. of
material was used at a cost of $2,130 or about $130 per
acre. The application was made in the evening and
watered in before the material dried on the grass
blades. The disease did not progress past the wilt
stage except in some areas where the irrigation system
did not cover well. The untreated fairways continued
to show wilt and damage as the disease continued to
develop over a two week period. Changing weather
conditions then stopped disease development, but
wilting was still present on the untreated fairways in
the afternoons. At this point I was pleased with the
results from the 1991 application, but I didn't know
how long the control would last because disease
activity subsided after two weeks. In July wilt
symptoms and damage again showed up and by the
middle of July with higher temperatures and drier
weather Fusarium activity began picking up. Areas
that had been showing wilt were now being damaged
severely. At this time another 5 oz. application of 1991
was made to the same nine fairways and watered in
heavily. The results were disappointing in that
damage continued and when comparing treated areas
with untreated areas I could find little difference.
The second application exhausted my chemical supply
so no further applications were made in 1976. I
continued with the heavy irrigation and managed to
hold the damage down to about 10% in most areas.
The only explanation I can offer for the poor control
from the second application is that the disease had
advanced beyond the wilt stage when the application
was made.

In 1977 I anticipated increased Fusarium blight
activity, but I didn't anticipate this activity in the
middle of May. On May 1 Tersan 1991 was applied at a
5 oz. rate to seven fairways that were showing severe
wilt symptoms. The appication was watered heavy in
the evening and again in the morning. Within a week
the treated fairways were showing much less wilt than
the untreated fairways. By the end of the second week
it was evident that we were getting disease control as
the untreated fairways began to show damage, while
the treated fairways continued to show some wilt only.
The fungicide seemed to control the Fusarium for a 3
to 4 week period before some damage showed up on
the treated fairways. Heavy irrigation was used on all
the fairways and did minimize the damage on the
untreated fairways.



To summarize, Tersan 1991 did control Fusarium
blight at a 5 oz. per M rate if it is applied when early
wilt shows. Control seemed to last 3 to 4 weeks, but
changing weather conditions made it difficult to
determine how long we were getting control. Heavy
and frequent irrigation is required even if a fungicide
is used. However, the heavy irrigation is causing
significant increases in our Poa population. In the past
four years Fusarium blight has progressed from a
minor disease problem to a major problem and it
appears earlier in the season each year. In my opinion
it is not feasible to chemically control Fusarium on
fairways for an entire season as the cost would be
staggering. If control was required through July and
August only, a fungicide program should be con-
sidered. Resistant grass varieties seem to be the only
real solution to Fusarium blight on my course. In the
May, 1977 issue of Weeds, Trees and Turf there is an
article entitled Reflections on Fusarium Blight by Dr.
Richard W. Smiley that is very informative.

Credit· Ind. G.C. Supt. Assoc.
Ralph Piske, Supt.

Kokomo Country Club
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BoJo
ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPLIES

• PAR-EX
• Vertagreen
• Du Pont
• Diamond Shamrock
• Sand Blasters
• Cyclones
• Fore Par

TURF
SUPPLY CO.

R R 1, Box 52
Peotone, III.
312-258-3485-

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
YOU DON'T buy a newspaper - you buy news.
YOU DON'T buy life insurance - you buy security for
others.
YOU DON'T buy flowers - you buy sentiment and
service.
YOU DON'T buy eyeglasses - you buy vision.
YOU DON'T buy awnings - you buy shade.
YOU DON'T buy membership in your Association -
you buy cooperation of the ablest men in the turf
management profession with whom you can join hands
to do things that you can't accomplish alone.
YOU DON'T do a service to yourself or to GCSAA by
failing to pay your annual dues on time, and by not
convincing others to join our ranks!

Illinois State Florists' Association Bulletin
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SenSun (A·34) Kentucky
Bluegrass in a class by itself!

RATED FIRST FOR WEAR TOLERANCE
RATED FIRST FOR SHADE TOLERANCE
RATED HIGH IN DISEASE RESISTANCE

SenSun (A-34) Kentucky bluegrass was
the only bluegrass, out of 18 tested, to
receive an excellent rating, for wear toler-
ance on golf courses. This test was
conducted by a leading university doing
turfgrass research. SenSun (A·34) is also
rated first for shade tolerance (up to 65%)
and near the top in disease resistance.

It grows vigorously in shade, sun, cool
and warm climates, high and low altitudes,
poor soil and even sand.

Write for more detailed information, a
list of golf courses now using SenSun
(A·34) and the research ratings referred
to above.

Penncross Bentgrass available as sod.
C-7 and C-15 available as sod and Stolons.

KENTUCKY
BLUEGRASS

Available as Sod, Sod Plugs and Seed

BEn5~1ff (A-34)

711~ / 8400 West 111th. Street
Palos Park. Illinois 60464

TURF NURSERY, INC. Phone: 312/974-3000

AMERICANS ALL ...
This Anniversary (of our independence) animates

and gladdens all Americans hearts. On other days of
the year we may be party men, indulging in
controversies more or less important to public good.
We may have likes and dislikes, and we may maintain
our political differences, often with warm, and
sometimes with angry feelings. But today we are
Americans all; nothing but Americans.-DANIAL
WEBSTER, address delivered July 4, 1851, at the
cornerstone laying of the new wing of the Capitol.

ROSEMAN
2620 eRA WFORD AVE. 864-1842

EV AN TON, ILLI OIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS

TILLER RAKES

LEL Y SPREADERS

SEEDERS

ROTO TILLERS

HOMELITE CHAIN SAWS

FORD TRACTORS

DEDOES AERIFIER

LOADERS

LEAF MULCHERS

ROTARY MOWERS

HOMELITE PUMPS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • RENTALS


