
From the Keynoter Penn. Turf Grass Council
EXPLOSION HAZARD: A ·CHARGING BATTERY

Auto and tractor batteries, while they are being
re-charged, can explode. These explosions can shower
you with the acid from the battery, so you should use
caution around them.

Bob Durland, South Dakota State University exten-
tlon agricultural engineer, says the act of charging a
battery generates hydrogen gas in the battery. The
proper mixture of hydrogen and oxygen is, of course,
explosive. You all probably know this; but what you
may not know is how little hydrogen this takes.
Durland says as little as 4 percent hydrogen in the
air is all that is needed to form an explosive mixture.
Explosions of this gas mixture can shatter the battery
case and send pieces of shrapnel through the air
along with the acid that was inside the battery.

It is very important to keep ignition sources away
from batteries while charging them. Obviously, do
not smoke. But also be careful of sparks from con-
necting or removing terminal cables, Durland says.

Here are the procedures that Durland recommends
you follow to minimize the risk of sparks that might
set off an explosion:

When "boosting" a battery remove the cell caps
from both batteries. Connect the positive (+) terminals
of the two batteries first, making the first terminal
connection to the live battery. Then make the nega-
tive (-) connection to the live battery. This next point
is where mistakes are made. Don't connect the nega-
tive cable to the negative terminal of the dead bat-
tery. Instead, connect it to the frame, bumper, engine
block, or some other good grounding spot away from
the battery so that if a spark does occur it will not
be near the battery (the area of the emitted gas).

When charging a battery remove the cell caps.
Connect the charger to the terminals of the battery
(positive to positive, negative to negative) before you
plug the charger into the electrical outlet. When dis-
connecting the charger, reverse the procedure. Un-
plug the charger first, then disconnect the terminal
connections.

MIDWEST REGIONAL TURF FOUNDATION
W. H. Daniel

Re: Midwest Turf Field Day, September 30, 1974
Our Field Day will be Monday, September 30 -

9:30 - 4:00 p.m. We would be pleased to have you
list it in programs or inform members at monthly
meetings.

Proceedings Available
For $2.00 the Proceedings of the 1974 Midwest

Regional Turf Conference, just printed, is available
by mail from:

W. H. Daniel
Midwest Regional Turf Foundation
Department of Agronomy
Purdue University
West Lafayette, Indiana 47907

49 articles, condensed into 101 pages, provides
excellent reference on current turf information. Pro-
ceedings from the 1972, 1971 and 1969 Conferences
are also available at the same price.

Those members of the Midwest Regional Turf Foun-
dation (316) attending the Conference in 1974 or
others attending (750) should receive their copies of
the 1974 Proceedings-mailed in mid-July.

TURF
SUPPLY CO.

ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPLIES

• PAR-EX
• Vertagreen
• Du Pont
• Diamond Shamrock
• Sand Blasters
• Cyclones
• Fore Par

Box 182 - Steger, III.
747-0630

Also-

TORONTO
C-15 BENT

SOD OR STOLONS

PENNCROSS BENT SOD

FOR GREENS AND TEES

All Bent mowed at putting green height
with "Greens King"

- BLUEGRASSES -

• Adelphi • XL-1oo Blend
• Merion • KY-33 Blend

H & E Sod Nursery, Inc.
4301 W. Flossmoor Rd.

Tinley Park, Illinois
312 798-2210

FOR YOUR GOLF COURSE NEEDS

WRITE OR PHONE - REQUEST FREE CATALOGUE

SAFETY ITEMS TO MEET OSHA REQUIREMENTS

phone (6141373-1394 p.o. box 267 MARlEnA, 0. 45750


