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Gypsy “Rose” Moth

by Stanley Rachesky
Entomologist — University of lllinois

Let me entertain you for the next few minutes
presenting the fantabulous, stupendous, electrifying
Gypsy “Rose” Moth, stripper of trees. Watch as she
bumps and grinds her way through the branches,
devouring every leaf in sight.

The gypsy moth, a voracious insect that has
chomped its way through the forests of the East
Coast may be positioning itself to threaten the wood-
lands of lllinois.

The first gypsy moth in lllinois was trapped in
Palos Township in South Cook County by a ranger
of the Cook County Forest Preserve District,

The moths in lllinois may have hitched rides on a
variety of vehicles, Campers, railroad cars, or auto-
mobiles returning from the infested areas could have
carried egg masses. The egg masses more than like-
ly would go unnoticed by vehicle owners (who goes
around looking for egg masses on his car?) The
masses look like small sections of a sponge. In
nature, they’re found on tree bark, rocks, and many
other places. The egg mass will contain anywhere
from 50 to BOO eggs.

The caterpillars grow to about two inches in length.
They have double rows of very conspicuous blue and
red dots or tubercles down the length of the back.
This caterpillar, also called a larvae, is the stage of the
insect that does the damage to the trees. They can
defoliate entire stands of forests. One caterpillar will
eat a square foot of leaf surface every 24 hours.

The adult moth cannot feed. Its main purpose on
this earth is to mate and lay eggs. Male moths have
dark brown forewings and wingspread of about
1Y, inches. They are strong fliers. The female moths
on the other hand, are white with black wing mark-
ings, are much larger than the males, and supris-
ingly enough, do not fly.

The gypsy moth is not native to North America.
It was introduced here in 1869 from Europe by a
naturalist in Massachusetts who wanted to study
them. They are kept under control in Europe by
natural predators and parasites.

The imported moths in Massachusetts were acci-
dently freed during a violent windstorm and began
to spread.

In Connecticut, over 365,000 acres have been de-
foliated as well as 240,000 acres in New York and
130,000 acres in New Jersey. Repeated defoliations
will destroy a forest. It also increases fire hazards,
permits soil erosion, and drastically effects wildlife.

In urban areas, the caterpillars have destroyed

shrubs around homes and trees in parks. They also
can infest homes, stores, and swimming pools.

This column on gypsy moths has been written to
inform and educate the public on a destructive insect
that may, or may never, become a problem in lllinois.
Don‘t go around thinking that every caterpillar or
moth you see is a gypsy moth. At present, the chances
are mighty slim you'll ever see one.

However, if you feel that the caterpillar you may
have captured fits the description mentioned, send
your specimen to the University of Illinois, 169
Natural Resourses Building, Urbana, lllinois 61801.
You may also send the specimen to the lllinois
Division of Plant Industry, 999 N. Main Street, Glen
Ellyn, lllinois 60137. Either of these offices can give
you a positive identification of the insect problem.
An increase in the search for other possible speci-
mens is being made in South Cook County area to
determine the extent of the infestation,

3336 TURF FUNGICIDE — A broad spectrum sys-
temic fungicide that prevents and controls all 6 major
turf diseases. Non-toxic, non-mercurial.
BROMOSAN TURF FUNGICIDE — The newest _
broad spectrum systemic fungicide for those persistent
problem areas or areas that have gotten out of hand.
CADDY — Economical Liquid Cadmium Fungicide.
PMAS (10%) — Crabgrass and Disease Control.
SPOTRETE — 75% Thiram Fungicide.
CLEARY'S GRANULAR TURF FUNGICIDE — For snow-
mold, spring and summer diseases.
CAD-TRETE — Broad spectrum fungicide containing Thiram
and Cadmium,
MCPP — Control of chickweed, knotweed, clover on bentgrass
greens and fairways, bluegrass and fescues.
MCPP—2,4-D — Controls chickweed, knotweed, dock,
dandelion, plantain, ragweed, pigweed, etc.
METHAR B0 - Controls Dallisgrass and crabgrass. Water
soluble.
METHAR 30 — A super crabgrass killer.
AMA PLUS 2,4-D — Control of Dallisgrass, silver crabgrass,
plaintain, dandelion, knotweed, chickweed, and other broad-
leaf weeds.
wﬂ. (SUPER METHAR) — The new “AMA" liquid crabgrass
nier.
ALL-WET — Added to water, it allows quicker and deeper
penetration...enables soil to retain needed moisture.
CLEAR-SPRAY — Liguid Hygrostatic Sticker to protect
ainst wilt and winter kill,
RU-GREEN — Liguid Chelating agent.
GRASS-GREENZIT — Permanent green pigment, restores
green color to dormant or discolored grass. Not adye.
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