
Accidental Poisoning
by Stanley Rachesky

Entomologist - University of Illinois
If any child under 12 years of age in this state in-

gests or is contaminated with a hazardous substance,
one of the poison-control centers is contacted. Then,
the case is reported to the Illinois Department of
Public Health.

During the last 11 year period, a yearly average
of 11,567 children (12 years or under) either ate or
were exposed to a hazardous substance. Acciden,tal
ingestion of medicines makes up the largest number
of cases reported each year, with an average of over
60 per cent.

The ingestion of pesticides has accounted for an
average of 6.5 per cent during the last eleven years,
declining from 8 per cent in 1960 to 5.3 per cent
in 1967. The number of pesticide cases reported each
year has remained about the same, but the percentage
has dropped. The reasons for this are (1) the popula-
tion has increased each year, and (2) since 1960, more
parents have developed an increased awareness of
the hazards involved in the accidental ingestion of
medicine. Parents have been more willing to take their
children to their doctor or a poison-control center
after an accidental ingestion than in previous years.

Accident cases fluctuate throughout the year, with
more children eating pesticides and paint from the
late spring to late fall than at other times.

Pesticides intended for the control of rodents, ants,
moths, and roaches made up about 82.1 per cent of
the accidental pesticide cases during the last eleven
years. In more than half of the cases, the pesticide
ingested by the child was a bait.

Anticoagulant rodenticides made up the largest
group of accidental ingestions. The next most common
ones were the arsenicals, followed by naphthalene
and PDB.

Pesticide ingestions can be arranged into four
groups: (1) those found by the child while the pesti-
cide was in use as a bait; (2) mothballs; (3) those in-
volving improper storage; and (4) those resulting from
improper disposal. During 1967, there were 266 pesti-
cide accident cases in downstate Illinois, resulting
from the use of baits, 73 cases due to the improper
use of mothballs; 57 because of improper storage, and
12 because of improper disposal.

The following precautions will help protect children
from poisoning: The University of Illinois does not
recommend the use of baits at all; however, if you
insist on using them, use them properly and out of the
reach of children. Store woolens properly in sealed
containers if you use mothballs. Keep pesticides stored
under lock and key. Burn empty paper pesticide bags,
and stay out of the smoke. Burn out or wash out other
pesticide containers. Then haul them to the sanitary
land fill or bury them.
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In 1971, there was no recorded deaths due to the
ingestion of pesticides or from contamination by them.
Since 1960, there have been 24 deaths due to pesti-
cides, 15 involving insecticides, five with rodenti-
cides, and four due to herbicides. Only one death was
the result of an agricultural accident. Of these 24
deaths, 10 were from baits, nine persons were af-
fected by the pesticide while it was being used, and
nine obtained it from storage.

Twenty-four deaths is a very small percentage of
total number of accidental deaths, but the same causes
listed for accidental ingestions were responsible for
the deaths. These are again - (1) the use of baits; (2)
careless use, storage, and disposal of mothballs; (3)
improper storage, and (4) improper disposal.

Do yourself and your family a great favor this
New Year of 1973, handle all hazardous substances
carefully and use and store them only according to
label directions.

CLEARY PRODUCTS FOR BETTER TURF

PMAS - Disease and Crabgrass Control

CADDY - liquid Cadmium Chloride Fungicide

SPOTR~TE - 75% Thiram Fungicide

THIMER - Broad Spectrum (Phenyl Mercury-Thiram) Fungicide

METHAR - DSMA and AMA Crabgrass Killers (liquids and
Powders)

MCPP - Control Chickweeds, Knotweeds, Clover, etc. in Bents,
Bluegrasses, etc.

MCPP+2-4D
ALL WET - 100% Non-Ionic Wetting Agent

TRU·GREEN - Liquid Chelating Agent Contains Iron,
Magnesium, etc. (Apply with Fungicides)

CLEAR SPRAY - liquid Protective Sticker for Grass and
Plantinqs. Extends the Life of Fungicides Summer
and winter.

w. A. OLEARY OORPORATION
NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J. 08403

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Class

Robert E. Siebert B
Naperville Country Club
Dennis Wiliams D
Barrington Hills Country Club
Minard Wayne Allen A
Green Acres Country Club
Jerry M. Zwolak A
Bonnie Brook Country Club
Ronald T. Griffith B
River Oaks West Golf Club
Robert M. Anderson B
Richard Collins B
Thomas W. Belton EE
City of Elgin-Parks & Recreation Department
Michael Milosovich EE
Mallinckrodt Chemical
Raymond S. Kearney D
Fox Lake Country Club
Richard Lee Davis
Naperville, Illinois

POSITION OPEN for Assistant Superintendent. Exper-
ience in directing daily operations necessary.
Please send resume to: Oakbrook Landscape Co.
1000 Oakbrook Rd., Oak Brook, III. 60521.
Phone 654-1409 or 325-1665


