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Two thoughts wen t through my mind when I 
handed Dr. A l Turgeon the $500 contr ibut ion f rom 
the Midwest Association at the March meet ing. One, 
thai this was the finest hour, by f inancial ly helping 
our state university to help us in turf research. A n d 
t w o , that Dr. A l Turgeon was precisely the r ight per
son to carry through this program. Al 's sincere hon
esty and his promise to use our contr ibut ion for 
"grass on l y " impressed all of us I th ink at the last 
meet ing. Hats of f to Roger LaRochelle and his re
search committee . . . a n d to all of you for this. We 
sure d id the r ight th ing. It's a good start. 

Now I w o u l d l ike to say a f e w words about the 
Chicago Flower Show at McCormick Place on the lake. 
Attendance is dw ind l i ng , I'm sad to say. The crowds" 
are not coming in as strongly as in past years and 
the exhibi tors natural ly are not happy. The reason 
is that prices hav& gone sky-h igh* For the exhibi tors 
the price per square foot is a larming and discourag
ing. A n d wo rk ing w i t h the unions and management 
at the Flower Show has not been rosy (excuse the 
pun). For this reason many of the excellent f l ower 
and garden displays that I've enjoyed before are not 
there anymore (though the t r inket stalls are as 
popular as ever). For the ardent f l ower and garden 
enthusiast the situation is ridiculous. The park ing 
underground for a f ew hours in the afternoon aver
ages almost three dollars. The admission charge is 
$2.50. Combine these costs w i t h the t i r ing wa lk to 
the show f rom the parking lot, then add the cost of 
poor (and I mean poor) but expensive food and you 
have an economic w i l t in enthusiasm for the Flower 
and Garden Show. Nevertheless, I hope our Chicago 
f lower show doesn't fal l by the ways ide, as d id the 
one in New York. The great New York Flower and 
Garden Show is no more because of reasons similar 
to those I just ment ioned. 

A n d I'd like to know exactly w h o is the culpr i t 
w h o is sending around certain preposterous letters. 
Read this nonesense: 


