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GRASS PROBLEM SOLVED BY ACCIDENT
The state Highway Department has found a grass

that heavy winter salt spreadings can't kill. Depart-
ment officials have named it alkaligrass because it
seems to thrive on heavy doses of salt.

For years, the Highway Department has been con-
cerned because trees, shrubs, and grasses along major
expressways could not withstand the heavy spread-
ings of salt used to keep the expressways free of snow
and ice.

Origin Is Uncertain
The department is not sure where the alkaligrass

came from, but it was first discovered in 1969 near
U. S. Hwy. 45 and Int. Hwy. 55. It then spread to
become the major cover between U. S. 45 and Sum-
mit. Some of the grass also is found on the Kennedy
Expressway and the Tri-State Tollway.

Highway Department architects believe the grass
may have started growing from some contaminant in
the sod used to establish the original turf. When the
turf, which looks almost like Kentucky Bluegrass, sur-
vived the salty winter, the state asked the University
of Illinois to look into the matter.

Confirm Its Hardiness
Four researchers at the university's Agricultural Ex-

periment Station confirmed that the grass was indeed
hardy, and it was their research that disclosed the
grass was started accidentally.

But tho the grass is hardy and may provide the
answer to keeping the expressways green, the state
still has a problem; it can't find anyone who sells
the seed.

So for the last two years, the state has been pro-
pagating its own seed supply and now is thinking
about patenting the grass in the name of the state
and university.

WOOD SIGNS - SCOREBOARDS - BENCHES

GREENWOOD SIGNS
CARVED REDWOOD SIGNS

JOHN SWANSON 815 - 338·2955

1Q~®A-20
Kentucky Bluegrass
SOD and PLUGS
for Tees, Fairways and Collars

Here is the Bluegrass that gives you
upright growth for a better lay of the
ball, takes short mowing, is disease
resistant, recovers faster from divot
injury and stays green longer.

FOR GREENS

CREEPING BENT SOD & STOLONS
Toronto C-15 • Pennpar • Cohansey C-7

1Q~
TURF NURSERY

8400 West 111tho Street
Palos Park, Illinois 60464

312/974-3000

FOR TEES, FAIRWAYS AND COLLARS

USE WARREN'S~ A·20 BLUEGRASS
SOD or PLUGS

UPRIGHT GROWTH - TAKES SHORT MOWING
DISEASE RESISTANT - GREENS UP EARLIER -

STAYS GREEN LATER

FOR GREENS

CREEPING BENT SOD & STOLONS
PENNPAR - TORONTO

Announcing a New WARREN' Sod Sales Yard

KNUPPER1S NURSERY & GARDEN CENTER
1801 Ran Road (U.S. 12, North of Dundee Rd.)
Palatine, III. 60067 Phone (312) 974-3000

OTHER SALES YARDS

LlNDEMANN/S GARDEN CENTER
2550 W. Dempster St.

(Two Blocks East of 294 Tollway)
Des Plaines, 111.60016 Phone (312) 824-741'1

WARREN/S TURF NURSERIES
8400 W. 11lth St. State Rd. 47 (North)
Palos Park, III. 60464 Huntley, II I. 60142
Phone (312) 974-3000 Phone (312) 974-3000
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