
GOOD-BYE ASTRO TURF
by Walter W. Lowell

Superintendent - Golf Professional
Canton Golf Club, Canton, Conn.

The golfers at Canton Golf Club can now enjoy
the familiar feel of real turf again under foot on our
second tee. For two seasons we had an Astro Turf
surface on our par 3, second hole.

There are pros and cons on Astro Turf and I'll try
to fairly describe them both.

The maintenance is easier on Astro Turf to the
extent that there is no mowing except around the
edges. Around the Turf we spread a three foot wide
collar of washed pea stone which was kicked into
the adjacent grass which provided a problem for the
mowers cutting near the tee. We hosed the Astro
Turf off to keep it clean.

We had to buy special Astro Turf tees, which are
very pointed, that could penetrate the surface. Each
golfer was given an Astro Turf tee for use on the
second hole. Many golfers just dropped the ball on
the surface and hit the best they could. Others teed
up in front or on the side of the tee in the nearby
grass. Teeing up the ball seemed to be the most ob-
jectionable feature of the Astro Turf.

Secondly, if the qolfer's swing wasn't very ac-
curate, a poor shot would result. If the club head
came down too sharply, the golfer would have a
jolt thru his club and body.

After two seasons we had to lift the turf and re-
level the inside base sand. When we removed the
Astro Turf the underside had thousands of tee points
sticking thru the material that needed to be removed.

I was happy, to a point, with the Astro Turf, but
the majority of my customers and members were
not. We are in a business to make playing conditions
as pleasant as possible and not to aggrevate the
golfers.

This past Spring a golfer asked for an Astro Turf
tee and when I said he didn't need one anymore as
the Astro Turf is gone and regular grass is there, he
said, "Great, now we can enjoy golf again."
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