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Excerpts from Remarks of

Richard B. Ogilvie
Governor of lllinois

“Pollution Solution Plot” Program
Arcola, lllinois — July 29, 1971

Few people appreciate the dimensions of the in-
credible revolution that has taken place on America’s
farms in the past quarter century.

It is a chemical revolution, and its impact on life
in this century would be difficult to measure. Statistics
alone—while only the tip of the iceberg—tell an im-
pressive story.

Approximately the same number of acres were har-
vested in the United States as in 1910, sixty years
ago. Yet the crop yield from those acres was about
twice as great last year...

While the nation’s population was more than
doubling, we not only managed to make Americans
the best-fed people on earth, but also sent increasing
amounts of our farm products overseas—an estimated
$7 billion worth last year alone.

With about 6 per cent of the world’s population and
its total land area, we produce—according to statistics
from the mid-1960's—about 65 percent of its soy-
beans, 45 per cent of its grain corn, and 30 per cent
of its oats and cotton.

With all due respect to the diligent and inventive
American farmer, a record like this didn't happen be-

cause he worked twice as hard or had three times
better weather than his compatriots in faraway places.

We compiled this remarkable success story because
American technology has developed the tools and the
chemical agents to maximize the use of our limited
supply of productive land. ..

| am here today to call attention to this demon-
stration, which has been made possible thorugh the
combined efforts of the Arcola Chamber of Commerce
and the Douglas County Extension Council.

| regard it as an important demonstration—not be-
cause it suggests all the answers to the agricultural
challenge—but because it tells a story which has been
obscured by the growing concern for the environment.

The ecological movement has identified fertilizers,
insecticides and herbicides as ominous threats to our
precious natural environment.

The dangers do exist. No reasonable man can deny
it in the face of substantial scientific evidence. And
we can ignore those dangers only at our own peril. . .

But there is a danger from the other side as well
—the danger that we may throw out the baby with
the bath water,

If this plot of land here suggests anything to us,
it is that we cannot afford to return to the farming
techniques of a century ago, when the chemicals in
use here were unknown.

The skyrocketing demands for food, and our limited
supply of fertile land, make any such suggestion un-
thinkable—and irresponsible.




Editor's Note—

The preceding subject was reported in an
article by Stanley Rachesky in the May issue.
| hope the picture prints well for it is a graphic
example of what would happen to the food
supply without pesticides. More of this type
of experiment needs desperately to be con-

ducted.

for PROFESSIONAL TURF MAINTENANCE

® Fumigants ®* Plant Foods

® |nsecticides ® Soil Conditioners
® Fungicides ® Soil Structure

® Herbigides Builders

Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp.

1919 Swift Drive
Oak Brook, Ill. Phone 312 - 325-4330

FOR YOUR GOLF COURSE NEEDS
WRITE OR PHONE

<ALFCO ROKEBY CO,, INC.
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phone (614) 373-1394 p. o. box 267 MARIETTA, 0. 45750

Mobility . . . cross
roughs. Finger tip
control from trac-
tor seat. All mow-
ers quickly raise
for transport be-
tween areas to be
mowed. Leave §
golfer congested
fairways and re-
turn when clear.
Mow fairways in less time. Hydraulic lift

frame can be used with any Roseman Fairway
or Hi-Cut Rough Mower.

ROSEMAN TRACTOR EQUIPMENT COMPANY

2620 Crawford Ave, Evanston, Illinois
Telephone 864-1842

FOR TEES, FAIRWAYS AND COLLARS
use WARREN'S, A-20 BLUEGRASS
SOD or PLUGS

UPRIGHT GROWTH — TAKES SHORT MOWING —
DISEASE RESISTANT — GREENS UP EARLIER —
STAYS GREEN LATER

FOR GREENS

CREEPING BENT SOD & STOLONS

PENNPAR — TORONTO

WARREN'S TURF NURSERIES

8400 West 111th Street Phone (312) 974-3000
PALOS PARK, ILLINOIS 60464

EVERSPRAY CO.
® UNDERGROUND LAWN SPRINKLING SYSTEMS

IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT
AND SUPPLIES

GEORGE WELLEK 9250 GOLF ROAD
DES PLAINES, ILLINOIS
296-5555

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCE 1930

Complete, economical tree service for Private Estates, Parks,
Municipalities, Golf Courses Cemeteries, Schools, Industrial
Areas
All phases of Arboricullure, Diaguosing, Pruning, Tresting,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist Spraying,
Removals. Stump Routing, Municipal Forestry.

— FULLY INSURED —

GRADUATE FORESTERS . LICENSED ARBORISTS
MAIN OFFICE: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanson, lllinois
Phones: GR eenleaf 5.1877 — GR 5-5255
Hinsdale, lllinois — FA 50970

ARTHUR CLESEN, INC.
DISTRIBUTOR

CLEARY PRODUCTS — TURF FERTILIZERS
“TERRA GREEN” SOIL CONDITIONER
"EASY MARKER” & PAINT

312 - 537-2177




