
Ravaged
It's the Natural Sequel to "Silent Spring"

THE ew York Times, which devotes countle s columns of
pace to chroniclinz air and water pollution, noisy jets

and fi h kills, recently and with orne reluctance-the story
appeared on page 59- aw fit to print a different kind of
tale. Headlined "Suffolk Legislature to Fight an Infestation
of Gyp y Moths," the dispatch provided a graphic account of
'Long Island's invasion by red and blue polka-dotted gypsy

moth caterpillar ," which agricultural experts describe as the
worst in a century. "We are in a state of emergency," cried
one re ident of Shirley. "Our children cannot go out. Our
pools are finished for the summer. It' a que tion of sur-
vival-the caterpillars or us." Last week came word-on
page 37 this time, in greater detail and with pictures-of "a
double invasion by gypsy moths and canker-worms (which)
ha stripped tree, driven away picknickers and campers:
and cause widespread concern in upper We tche tel' County
and We tern Connecticut." Many of the trees, the story con-
tinued "are in their second leafless umrner "; b the third
year, "most will probably begin to how signs of permanent

damage."
* * *

While the active agents are creatures of Mother ature.
the di a tel' that has befallen wide pread areas of ew York
and Connecticut i trictly man-made. Thu, from The
Time' tory on uffolk County, we learn-if we read far
enouzh-c-that of the 25,000 acre "everely infe ted and in
danger of defoliation," the tate, again t the bitter opposition
of conservationi t ,has pra ed only "14,000 acres in areas
of low population density," not with DDT: which it hun: but
with evin, a le s effective, short-lived in ecticide. In the
northern part of ew ler ey, which topped the aerial pray-
ing of DDT over a half-a-decade ago, the gypsy moth for the
econd traight ear ha damaged thousand of acre of

woodland and, to the consternation of local inhabitant,
cau ed a rna migration of copperhead and rattle nake to
lower. hadier around. In one state after another to ban the
pe ticide-at lea t a dozen now have made the move-
trange thing, ranging from the laughter of honeybee to

the accidental 10 of human life from highly toxic ubsti-
tute , have been happening. Indeed, throuzhout the .. ,
which once could boa t of tamping out the anophele mos-
quito and it carao of disea e and death, lately have come
report of frightening outbreak of malaria.
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Though fragmentary and scattered, the evidence should
give reasonable men pause. On far less convincing claims of
damaze to the environment and threats to heredity-for the
most part, on little more than sweeping, unproved assertions
-conservationists and ecologists have made great headway
in persuading or coercing federal and state agencies, legisla-
tures and courts to limit or prohibit the use of DDT and
imilar pesticides. Now, despite the alarming proliferation

of signs that all is not well-that perhaps in their own way,
they have upset the so-called balance of nature-such pres-
sure groups are fanatically redoubling their efforts. Not
content with what they have wrought, the Environmental
Defense Fund, National Audubon Society, Sierra Club and
other soul-mates of the late Rachel Carson have filed suit to
compel the U.S. Department of Agriculture to suspend im-
mediately the shipment of DDT in interstate commerce. If
they succeed, their triumph will be shared not only by the
gyp y moth, but also by the rednecked cane borer, climbing
cutworm, carrot weevil, cabbage looper, onion maggot,
darkling beetle, white grub and the rest of the estimated
210 insect pests for which, in most cases, DDT is the sole
known means of control. The nation's farm and wood lands
and food upply, not to mention health and welfare, contrari-
wise, might not recover. Win or lose on the issue, the nature-
lover already have left their mark on the landscape. In less
than a decade, "Silent Spring" has spawned ravaged summer.

The mouse, to change the metaphor, has labored and
brought forth a mountain. Since 1962, when the book
appear d, its influence has spread far and wide. In 1966
a lawyer in Patchogue, 1.1. (a stone's throwaway from
afflicted Shirley) sued to prevent the Suffolk County Mos-
quito Control Commission from employing 'DDT. The agency
w a enjoined from using the pesticide for two years, and, to
the pleasure and profit of the gypsy moth, it has not done
o ince. A number of state , including California, Con-

necticut ev..· ler ey, New York and Wisconsin, have for-
bidden the u e of DDT in whole or in part; the Labour
Government in Britain and Socialist Sweden have done the
arne. La t fall: pur uant to recommendations of the Com-

mi ion on Pe ticides and Their Relation to Environmental
Health, that DDT and DDD be eliminated within two years
exc pt "where e ential to the pre ervation of human health
and welfare ... ,'" the Department of Agriculture moved to
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end its use on tobacco, shade trees, in aquatic environments
and in and around the home. Too little and too late, cried
the Environmentalists; led by the successful litigant cited
above they have aone to court to seek an immediate nation-, b
wide ban.

The enormity of, this demand-echoed editorially by The
New York Times in disregard of its own news columns-
must be viewed against the proper background. Since
"Silent Spring," Barron's time and again has sought to
debunk the extravagant charges and wild alarmism over
DDT, which have gained spurious circulation in a "largely
rigged market for ideas, where anti-capitalism is the rage
and anything that smacks of it, no matter how outrageous
or absurd, can count on an incredible longevity." Once a
voice crying in the wilderness, we now have lots of company.
Thus, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, in defending its
moderate stand on DDT, cites such authorities as The Presi-
dent's Science Advisory Committee, the National Research
Council-National Academy of Sciences, the aforementioned
Commission on Pesticides and the Council on Environmental
and Public Health of the American Medical Association.

Despite loud claims to the contrary, USDA flatly makes
the following points. There have been instances in which
DDT in lakes and streams has contributed to fish mortality;
however, "we know of no reports of any endangerment of
any species of fish as a result of the use of DDT." The same
holds true of birds whose numbers (according to the Audu-
bon Society's own count, and including the supposedly
endanzered robin) are constantly increasing. As to the
allerred threat to mankind, USDA quotes a recent AMA
findinz that "the claim that DDT has a carcinogenic effect
upon humans constitutes an unproved speculation." Mor.e-
over there has been "no increase in the levels of DDT In

human beings during the past decade," while "comprehen-
sive studies of workers in DDT factories show no impairment
of health attributable to occupational exposure to DDT."

Similar views have been expressed by the World Health
Organization, which last ummer stated: "DDT has been
the main agent in eradicating malaria in countries who e
populations total 550 million people, of having aved about
five million lives and prevented 100 million illne ses in the
first eight years of its use, of having recently reduced the
annual malaria death-rate in India from 750,000 down to
1,500, and of having erved at lea t two billion people in the
world without cau ing the loss of a ingle life by poi oninz
from DDT alone." ... "It is 0 afe that no symptom have
been ob erved among the praymen or among the inhabitant
of the spray area, which numbered re pectively 130000 and
535 million at the peak of the campaign."

The peril of the sub tance are thus largely illu ory; how-
ever the danger of a ban, even limited in cope are fri zht-
eningly real. In California and Arizona beekeeper com-
plain that toxic sub titute for DDT are wiping out their
hives. Maine gave up DDT years ago; in 1967 when the
pruce bud worm threatened to de tory it fore t ,the tate

ha tily changed it mind. (At the urging of the wedi h

Board of Private Forestry, the ational Poisons and Pesti-
cides Board has. granted forestry a one-year exemption from
the zeneral ban. Without DDT, officials feared, the largeo ,
pine weevil would cause $20 million worth of damage to trees
and seedlings.) The alarming spread of the gypsy moth-
which Harold Porter, 'president of the ational Plant Board
(an orzanization of state plant pest-control officials) blames
squarely on the lack of DDT-lately has made headlines, not
only in ew York State but also in New Jersey, where the
number of defoliated acres is mounting geometrically from
5000 in 1968 to well over 100,GOOthis year, Pennsylvania
and Virginia. All told, according to the Department of
Agriculture, the gypsy moth in 1969 defoliated 260,000
acres of woodland, triple the number destroyed in 1968.
This year's toll will be far worse.

Here, in official but graphic terms, is what's involved:
"In their caterpillar form, gypsy moths strip the leaves from
forest. shade and fruit trees, as well as ornamental shrubs.
By defoliating fore ts they increase fire and erosion hazards,
adversely affect stream flow, reduce land and recreational
values, and destroy wildlife habitats. Plant protection offi-
cials point out that a single defoliation has been known to
kill white pines, spruce and hemlock. Two defoliations can
kill most hardwoods."

What the Environmentalists are seeking would be a major
disaster both at home and abroad. To deny the product
to such' nations a India would constitute, in the words ':of
one scientist, "an act of genocide." To ban DDT in this
country as too dangerous, while permitting its export, would
be a flagrant piece of hypocri y, which could only trigger
global ill-will. The physical dangers, finally, are frightening
to behold. Thu , the' World Health Organization points out
that in Ceylon, which discontinued the spraying of DDT
everal years aeo "more than a million ca e of malaria

have reappeared.' In this country, which thought it had
wiped out the disea e long ago, 1 559 case were reported in
the fir t 24 week of 1970 up 25% from 1969. As to food
and fiber, a pecial Review Group, compri ing four noted
entomoloai t after a thoroughgoing scrutiny of currente
practice, concluded la t month that DDT remains essential
for mo t domestic crop ; perhap as a wry post cript, it
added that there i no sati factory sub titute for DDT in the
control -~f rattle nake in the outhwe t " "If we had to
depend on nature" an eloquent lawmaker once aid, "we
would probabl die of di ea e at a fairly earl age, if we
did not tarve fir 1."

* * *
B their fruit e hall know them. Throush their un-

bridled reckle ne with facts and heer irrationality-a tri-
umph of uper tition over science, one scholarly critic ha
averred- o-called con ervationi t and ecolozi t have poi-
oned the climate of opinion. ow will -nilly they are

threatening to unlea h famine and pe tilence upon their
fellow citizen. ("It' a question of survival," cried the re i-
dent of Shirley, "the caterpillars or u .") They profe to
pre erve wildlife, defend the environment, befriend the earth.
Their natural prey i civilized man.


