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An uncontrollable grass killing fungus, Pythium

Blight, is wreaking havoc with American golf courses.

Golfers should not panic, however. No courses
have been closed as a result of the disease which in
many areas of the country is also known as "cottony
blight." But some fairways, greens, and green collars
- aprons or fringes - are marked off as ground
under repair. When a ball comes to rest in these areas,
a free lift is granted under local rule.

These facts were brought to light in a just com-
pleted, spot-check survey by the Golf Course superin-
tendents Association of America (GCSAA), among re-
search scientists, agronomists, golf course superin-
tendents and other golf agencies around the country.

A combination of unusually long periods of warm,
humid weather and excessive rain was the chief
source of trouble, the survey showed. Afterwards, a
whitish cobwebby substance forms in and on top
of the turf, in the early morning. As the sun rises
and the infected turf becomes water soaked, the
fungus darkens giving off a greasy appearance.

Later in the day, the "web" disappears and the
infected leaves take on a tan to red color. In early
infection periods these spots often run in streaks,
following the surface drainage of the links.

According to the survey, the disease is most ag-
gresive in moisture saturated atmospheres, when tem-
peratures range between 85 and 95 degrees. It has
no known cause nor cure, nor are there any pre-
ventive measures for curbing it. This leaves the golf
superintendent completely helpless and at the mercy
of the weather.

Chemical programs may contain the bug briefly,
but the surest "stopper" is cool, dry weather.

The most seriously damaged courses, the survey
noted, are in the following critical areas.

Metropolitan St. Louis and the remainder of the
crabgrass belt ranging from Kansas City to Washing-
ton, D. c.; the Columbus, Dayton, Cincinnati areas of
Ohio, and the Carolinas; Central Illinois and Central
Indiana.

Non-critical but serious, these areas incl ude, the
New England States; northern Ohio bordering on
Lake Erie; Palm Springs and San Francisco Bay areas
of California; Central and Northern New Jersey, plus
Metropolitan New York and Northern Virginia.

Other less serious cases have been reported in
Michigan, Texas, Northern Illinois, Northern Indiana,
Wisconsin and Florida.

GCSAA cautioned club officials and greens chair-
men of courses not in Pythium areas.

They should not get that smug feeling, GCSAA
warned. Pythium could strike their courses at any
moment. Remember, August is one of the hottest
months of the year and it isn't over yet. In the mean-
time, swing away.

Based in Des Plaines, Illinois, GCSAA is composed
of nearly 3,000 golf course superintendents who are
in charge of keeping the nation's courses in top shape
for the millions of golfers who enjoy the game.

WARREN'S A-20 BLUEGRASS -
For Tees & Collars, Takes Short Mowing

WARREN'S A-34 BLUEGRASS
For Shaded Areas

MERION BLUEGRASS AND BULEGRASS BLENDS

CREEPING BENT SOD AND STOLONS
WASHINGTON - TORONTO - COHANSEY

WARREN'S TURF NURSERY
8400 West 111th Street Phone (312) 448-7200

PALOS PARK, ILLINOIS

CLEARY PRODUCTS FOR BETTER TURF
PMAS - Crabgrass and Turf Disease Control
CADDY - Economical and Effective - liquid Cadmium Fungicide
SPOTRETE - 75% Thiuram Fungicide
"THIMER" - A broad-spectrum wettable powder fungicide lind

crabgrass killer containing phenyl mercury and thiram.
"METHAR" - Disodium Methyl Arsonate (DSMA) in wellable

powder (highest concentretions) and liquids.
"SUPER METHAR" - The new "AMA" liquid crabgrd~ killer.

CLEARYS MCPP
For selective control of Chickweeds, Knotweeds, Clover, Deride-
lion, or Plantain in Benlgrass Greens and Fairways as well as
Bluegrass, Fescues, and their mixture.

"ALL WET"
Added to Waler Obtains Quicker and Deeper Penetration

Retains Moisture, Prevents Dew

w. A. OLEARY OORPORATION
NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.

"PURE TO STRAIN"
GROWN ON STERILIZED SOIL TO IN-
SURE FREEDOM FROM POA ANNUA
AND OTHER FOREIGN GRASSES.

IPENNCROSS BENT SODI .
H & E Sod Nursery, Inc.
4301 W. Flossmoor Rd.

Tinley Park, Illinois
312 798-2210


