
HOLMES CORNER
by James L. Holmes

USGA Green Section
Mid-Western Agronomist

Last month all indications were that spring turf
recovery was going to be complete and I jumped the
gun and said so. As so frequently can and does hap-
pen, evidence of winter and spring damage was slow
to develop, but develop it did. I have had many calls
and made numerous visits, especially to courses west
of the Chicago area, regarding desiccation damage
on greens-especially on high spots. I am happy to
report that in practically all cases turf has not been
killed, but rather badly bent and recovery should be
complete by Memorial Day. Nodes are, at the time
of this writing, still alive and will recover if surfaces,
or the mat and thatch layer, are kept constantly moist.
By constantly moist, greens must be wetted-down 4
or 5 time daily, especially during the hot, windy
days we have been witnessing.

Further, it would be added insurance if the most
severely desiccated locations were spiked and over-
seeded. That is, if greens to receive this treatment
are a mixture of bents, thus overseeding would not
ruin a pure strain; or if turf already is Seaside or Penn-
cross bentgrass. Be careful with use of inorganic fer-
tilizers at this time or until recovery is near com-
pletion. Heavy use of these materials will 'tend to dry
existing growth even further. If inorganics are used,
be extra careful that they are well watered-in and
surfaces are kept wet.

In the event of complete kill, which will occur on
highest nobs only, soil opening and overseeding will
produce putting turf within 6 weeks to 3 months. It
is advisable, especially when considering the great
demand on greens today, to resod such areas, thus
attaining suitable putting conditions much sooner.

Now that the turf conference season is over, I'm
of the opinion that this year saw the best conferences
yet. Indeed, they are improving yearly. The most dis-
cussed subject was - greens construction, as it usually
is, followed with irrigation, then personnel related sub-
jects. I was especially interested to hear Joe Duich's
talk, at the Michigan Conference, regarding the soil
work they are doing at Pennsylvania State University.
It seems the soils people are getting closer and closer
together, regarding physical properties optimum for
greens construction. Again, especially when consider-
ing the tremendous demand on today's greens.

Work is slowly creeping along on selections of
superior bentgrasses at a few universities. It would
seem that nothing startlingly new is in the offing.
Apparently demand for improved bents simply is not
sufficiently great to encourage research agencies such
as grass suppliers and land grant colleges to expend
much money in this endeavor. With the exception
of Penncross bentgrass, we have pretty much de-
pended upon natural selections for our useful types
By the way, natural selection is pretty hard to beat
if you have the time.

WARREN'S A-20 BLUEGRASS -
For Tees & Collars, Takes Short Mowing

WARREN'S A-34 BLUEGRASS
For Shaded Areas

MERION BLUEGRASS AND BULEGRASS BLENDS
CREEPING BENT SOD AND STOLONS

WASHINGTON - TORONTO - COHANSEY

WARREN'S TURF NURSERY
8400 West 111 th Street Phone (312) 448-7200

PALOS PARK, ILLINOIS

THIS IS THE ALL NEW CONTROLLED RELEASE
NITROGEN YOU HAVE DREAMED OF I

PAR-EX SUPPLEMENTAL "N" (Isobutylidene Diur •• )

WHY SO GREAT!

~ More steady release pattern.
~ No salt buildup to cause "blow up".
e 98-100% steady return of nitrogen in 6 mos.
~ Safe - Non-burning.
~ Helps maintain excellent turf color.
~ Reduce thatch.
e Free flowing - No mower pickup.
e Economical.

Swift & Company, Agricultural Chemicals Division
150 Marble St., Hammond Ind.

Phone: 312· 862-0700

CLEARY PRODUCTS FOR BETTER TURF
PMAS - Crabgrass and Turf Disease Control

CADDY - Economical and Effective - liquid Cadmium Fungicide

SPOTRETE - 75% Thiurarn Fungicide

"THIMER" - A broad-spectrum wettable powder fungicide and
crabgrass killer containing phenyl mercury and thiram.

"METHAR" - Disodium Methyl Arsonate (DSMA) in wettable
powder (highest concentrations) and liquids.

"SUPER METHAR" - The new "AMA" liquid crabgrass killer.

ClEARYS MC'P

For selective control of Chickweeds, Knotweeds, Clover, Dande-
lion, or Plantain in Bentgrass Greens and Fairways as well as
Bluegrass, Fescues, and their mixture.

"ALL WET"
Added to Water Obtains Quicker and Deeper Penetreticn

Retains Moisture, Prevents Dew

w. A. OLEARY OORPORATION
NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.


