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HOLMES’ CORNER

by James L. Holmes
USGA Green Section
Mid-Western Agronomist

This will be a rather short BULLSHEET article as |
have been kept busy, the last couple of weeks, ob-
serving serious “winterkill” damage on greens in the
greater Chicago area — and especially further west
and north. Of keen interest, to me anyway, is the
comment in “Holmes’ Corner” which appeared in the
April issue of the BULLSHEET. In the last paragraph,
| reported | have seen "absolutely no evidence of
winterkill or serious damage throughout the Chicago
area this spring.” It looks like you would learn after
a while to be a little patient when dealing with nature.
Honestly, at that time we had just had a wet snow
and it looked like green turf would recover in great
shape. Within two weeks following the April article,
temperatures were in the 80's, wind was in excess
of 30 miles per hour for three days, and relative
humidity was 30% or below. Sure enough, green
turf, especially on high spots, simply desiccated and
to date has refused to show much life. Even so, it
would seem that nodes continue to be alive in these
areas and recovery should be almost complete —
with time. Most golf course superintendents have
either spiked or aerated the high spots, overseeded
with either Seaside or Penncross bentgrass at a rate
of 1 pound per 1000 square feet, and topdressed
with soil either from the cores or from an outside
source. This, along with keeping the desiccated areas
constantly moist, is all that can be done. A consider-
able amount of patience must be forthcoming from
golfers as well as golf course superintendents; simply
waiting until some seed, but primarily node growth,
occurs. Recovery should be well on its way following
two to three weeks of “good growing weather.” In
the future, | believe | will wait until June 1st before
| make any specific statements regarding winter and
spring recovery.

This past week was spent in southern Indiana and
Kentucky. Green turf in these areas has wintered well
and is quite good. Not only this, but Bermudagrass,
where it is used, has completely broken dormancy
and it would appear that winter damage is only mini-
mum this year.

This coming week | plan to make a series of visits
in Wisconsin and have already heard that desiccation
or drought damage on greens is a serious problem
there, also.

THE LOGICAL
CHOICE

Golf course super-
intendents every-
where are turning to
Greens and Fairways
turf products from Borden Chemical. It's the
logical choice. Greens & Fairways turf foods are
especially formulated for use on golf courses.
FOR PRICES AND NAME OF NEAREST DISTRIBUTOR, WRITE:
THE BORDEN CHEMICAL CO., SMITH-DOUGLASS DIVISION

P. 0. Box 419, NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23501
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WARREN’'S A-20 BLUEGRASS —
For Tees & Collars, Takes Short Mowing

WARREN’'S A-34 BLUEGRASS
For Shaded Areas

MERION BLUEGRASS AND BULEGRASS BLENDS

CREEPING BENT SOD AND STOLONS
WASHINGTON — TORONTO — COHANSEY

WARREN’S TURF NURSERY

8400 West 111th Street Phone (312) 448-7200
PALOS PARK, ILLINOIS
te2 i g

for PROFESSIONAL TURF MAINTENANCE

® Fumigants ® Plant Foods

® Insecticides * Soil Conditioners
* Fungicides ® Soil Structure

® Herbicides Builders

Swift & Company Agricultural Chemicals Division
150 Marble St., Hammond, Ind.
Phone 312 - 862-0700

CLEARY PRODUCTS FOR BETTER TURF

PMAS — Crabgrass and Turf Disease Control

CADDY — Economical and Effective — Liquid Cadmium Fungicide

SPOTRETE — 75% Thiuram Fungicide

“THIMER” — A broad-spectrum wettable powder fungicide and
crabgrass killer containing phenyl mercury and thiram.

"METHAR" — Disodium Methyl Arsonate (DSMA) in weltable
powder (highest concentrations) and liquids.

“SUPER METHAR” — The new “AMA" liquid crabgrass killer.

CLEARYS MCPP

For selective control of Chickweeds, Knotweeds, Clover, Dande-

lion, or Plantain in Benigrass Greens and Fairways as well as

Bluegrass, Fescues, and their mixture.

“ALL WET”
Added 10 Water Obtains Quicker and Deeper Penetration
Retains Moisture, Prevents Dew

W. A. GLEARY CORPORATION

NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.




